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ABSTRACT .

The edition is based on nine manusoripts. The work deals with the
virtues of noble Abyssinians and is based on the earlier work by ibn al-Jawzi
which it partly extends. |

The Arabic writings on the black races are reviewed from the beginnings

of the genre to works influenced by Suyuti. Attention is therefore
pérticularly given to Suyuti's predecessors end successors from the 2nd to
the 11th centuries with special reference to the relations between Suyuti's
work end that of itn aleJawzi,

The thesis is divided into two parts. The first pert is the English
introduction which consists of four chapters with the conclusions placed aftgr

Chapter Three.,

The first chapter devéla‘ with the t;orka relevant to ale-sudan and the
Abyssiniens, First, the two terms "al-Habashah" and "gleSudan" are briefly
discussed in an attempt to define their usage. The second chapter, which is

a critical study of Kitab Ref® Shan sl-Hubshan, is divided into six sectioms,

*

in the last section of which it will be shown how this book was more popular

than ibn al-Jawzi's work on which it was dependent. The third chapter
provides biographical detail of al-Suyuti's life with some comments on the
mumber of his works. The fourth chapter contains the descriptiion of the

menuscripts end editing principles. Finally, the bibliography is provided
et the end of this part.

The second part consists of the list of works cited in the footnotes
of the Arabic Text, the list of abbreviations used in these footnotes, the
conventional signs used in the Text, the Text, end the indexes,
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PREFACE

The present edition of Kitab Raf® Shan al-Hubshan is based on

nine manuscripts. The book deals with the Abyssinians, their

eminencé and their notables with some references to other related
matters. The author, Jalal al-din-al-Suyuti, depended on ©Abd

al-Rahman b. CAhI b. al-Jawzi's Nur al-Ghabash, a book about

al-sudan (the black people) in general, with special emphasis on the

'Abyssinians.

The idea of writing about al-sudan was not, of course, ibn

al-Jawzi's since, as will be seen in Chapter One, it goes back as
~far as the time of the celebrated Arab belletrist al-Jahiz, who

wrote a treatise on the glories of al-sudan. On the other hand,

al—Suyﬁyf's book was not the last to be written on the Abyssinians

for there were later works as will be seen from the last section of

Chapter Two. .

The study will include a number of works relevant to the
Abyssinians and al-stidan in general; particular attention is éiven
to Nur al-Ghabash owing to its affinity to our book.: It is, in
fact, interesting to see those authors, who lived in different

centuries, starting from roughly tﬁe second century A.H. and ending
with the eleventh century, each devotiﬁg a whole work to this
subject. ‘

The thesis is divided into two parts. The first part is the

English introduction which consists of four chapters with the con-

clusions placed after Chapter Three.




The first chapter deals with the works relevant to al-sudan
and the Abyssinians. First, the two terms "al-Habashah'" and

"al-Sudan" are briefly discussed in an attempt to define their

usage. The second chapter, which is a critical study of Kitab Raf®

Shan al-Hubshan, is divided into six sections, in the last section

of which it will be shown how this book was more popular than ibn
al-Jawzi's work on which it was dependent. The third chapter
provides biographical detail of al-Suyuti's life with some comments
on the number of his works. The fourth chapter contains the des-

cription of the manuscripts and editing principles. Finally, the

bibliography is provided at the end of this part.
The second part consists of the list of works cited in the
footnotes of the Arabic Text, the list of abbreviations used in

these footnotes, the conventional signs used in the Text, the Text,

and the indexes.
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CHAPTER ONE

WORKS ABOUT AL~SUDAN

The two terms "al-Habashah'" and "al-Sddan", as will be seen
shortly, were used by Muslim writers to denote the people and the
country and in this respect both of them were not strictly defined.
Fortunately, the trend to generalize the word al-Habashah to comprise
‘larger areas and various peoples seems to be the exception rathér

than the rule. On the other hand, applying the word al-Sudan to mean

- all black people including the Abyssinians (or al—@abashah) suits the

purpose of the following works, whenever the term al-Sudan is used.
As these terms will appear constantly in this chapter and in the

thesis as a whole, it may be helpful to give some idea about each of

them before considering the works on al-sudan.



I. The two terms "al-Habashah' and "al-Sudan"

The word al-Habashah, generally speaking, is used by the Muslim

writers to designate the land and people of the country which is
called, at the present time, Ethiopia and at times to include the
| (1)

adjoining areas in the Horn of Africa . However, the name

al-Habashah has been used in some geographical works vaguely. In
some instances it is applied to the people of this area, while 1in

some others it is used to name peoples inhabiting land far beyond

. -
. 1t( )- For example, al-Mas®udi states that aleﬁabashah have a

kingdom on the west side of the Red Sea opposite Yemen, and they
have many cities. Some of them, such as Zayla®, were on the west

(3)

coast of that sea . But in another place he used the name,

&
al-Habashah, to describe various peoples. He says: . l—*‘)

(1) See EI, new edn., vol. 3, p. 2; cf. Zakariy3 b. Muhammad

al-QazwInI, Athar al-bilad wa akhbar al-Cibad, Beirut, 1960,

p. 20. Majd al-din al-Firuzabadi in his entry of al-Habash,

al-Qamus al-muhit, 4 vols., Cairo, 1913, vol. 2, pp. 266-267,
says: _ . ‘

d C)LL':':' C O'J)-‘J| C’-. uﬂ—&’.- eo e 5—....:-&.]‘)" .I:-il‘”

&

10‘—:_:%]‘ J)L.: :_:__:.aj|) oo e e a .'l_>|)

(2) For further information on this point, see EI, new edn., vol. 3,

pp ® 6""'7 ®

(3) CAli b. Husayn al—MasCﬁdI, Muruj al-dhahab, ed. B. de Meynard

and P. de Courteille, revised by C. Pellat, 3 vols., Beirut,

1965"‘70, VOlt 2, pl 127-
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There 1s no general agreement on how and when the word

al-Habashah came to designate the people of the area mentioned above.

It has been said that Habesh was a name of a region in Ethiopia, from

which the European word, Abyssinia, is derived(z). This term Habesh,

- T

in its turn, is derived from Habashat Y s ,> , the name of the
Semitic tribe which was one of the most important of those that
crossed the Red Sea from South Arabia and settled in Afbica(a). In

his article about the term Habashat in the Encyclopaedia of Islam,

Irvine states that it has been found in several Sabaean inscriptions
with apparent reference to Aksumite Abyssinia(4). The writer then
adds that it has generally been assumed that the term applies also

to a South Arabian tribe related to the péople of the Aksumite

-~ empire and in closé contact with them(s).

(1) - Ibid., p..129;- for another example, see Muhammad b. abl ?Elib
‘al-Dimashql, Nukhbat al-dahr fi “aja’ib al-barr wa al-bahr,
ed. A. Mehren, Leipzig, 1923, pp. 151, 268.

(2) E. A. W. Budge, A History of Ethiopia, Nubia and Abyssinia,

2 vols., London, 1928, vol. 1, p. 120.

(3) Ibid., pp. 120-121; cf. J. S. Trimingham, IslambingthiOpia,

- London, 1952, p. 5.

(4) New edn., vol. 3, p. 9.

(5) Ibid.



From the point of view of the Arab linguists the word

al-l:labashatu "g ".',;II is said to be derived from the

L

root Habasha 'l'ﬂil) which, on the whole, signifies the meaning of

gathering and has a number of other derivations with somewhat

similar implications(z). One of these derivations is Uhbush uﬁ}f"“

which is, according to those linguists, a plural of al-Habash U;full,
and, therefore, a synonym with al-Habashatu, the Abyssinilans. Also,

it is said to be extended to mean any company of men because when

they gather together they appear, in their general hue, black, | 51

lJ"’J'———-"‘ | e (3). Another derivation is Hubashah

1_;_:L§h (plural, Hubashat = L_slLs> ), which signifies a company

of men of different tribes(4) .

(1) cf. Isma®Tl b. Hammad al-JawharI, al-Sihah, ed. Ahmad CAttar,

6 vols., Cairo, 1956-57, vol. 3, p. 999; ibn Manzir, Lisan

al-CArab, 20 vols. in 10, Bulaq, Cairo 1300-7 A.H., vol. 8,

P. 165. Some authorities have questioned the correctness of

this derivation and said that it is an anomalous plural. For

more detail on this question, see Lisan, 8, 165-166;

E. W. Lane, An Arabic English Lexicon, Book 1, 8 parts, London,

1863-1893, Book 1, part 2, p. 501.
(2)

See Muhammad b. al-Hasan b, Durayd, Jamharat al-lughah, 4 vols.,

flayderabad, 1925-33, vol. 1, p. 222 and vol. 3, p. 300;

e

Lexicon, Book I, pt. 2, p. 501.

(3) Lisan

y, Vvol, 8, p. 166; Lexicon, Book I, pt. 2, p. 501.

(4) §£§§Q, vol. 3, p. 999; Lisan, vol. 8, p. 167; Lexicon, Book I,

pti 2’ pi 501!




As for the term al-Sudan, it appears that it has been given by
Muslim writers to denote the black peoples inhabiting the whole

stretch of country south of the Sahara, from. the Atlantic Ocean to

the Red Sea and Ethiopia. Accordingly, this area has become known as

bilad, or ard , al-SUdan 'the country of the Blacks'(l) However, we

are here concerned with the general usage of this term which is

: , , 2
intended to mean all black peoples, including the Aby531nians( ).

Hence we find Muslim writers and geographers speak of .the black groups

or peoples as | ,_-,L;J__J‘ -..i_.HJ_L, (3).

For the title of his book, the subject matter of the present

thesis, al—Suyﬁyf used the derivation al-Hubsh@n which is a plural
(4) (5)

form® °, He also indicated in the text another one, Ahbush .

(1) al-Qazwini, Athar al-bilad, p. 24, for example, uses this term,
bilad al-Sudan, and provides this fair description of the area:
Lﬁ)i 8 L B P} DN e ¢ O tjUTJ‘IJﬂj_S' J:*f|§ﬁ
Lty ¢immmnd VI L3ty ¢, L 11 Ly ¢ |
ched !t

See J. S. Trimingham, Islam in the Sddan, London, 1965, p. 1;

Chamberds Ency., new edn., 1967, vol. 13, p. 253.

(2)  al-Jawhari, Sihah, vol. 3, p. 999, describes the Abyssinians as:
o‘J,_.J‘ O— g~—=2> ; cf. also EI, vol. 4, p. 495,
(3) See, for example,'al—bimashqf, Nukhbat, pp. 266, 268.

Muhammad b. Muhammad al-IdrisT, Sifat al-Maghrib wa ard al-sudan

EEEE wa al-Andalus, ed. R.P. Dozy and M. J. De Goeje,

Amsterdam, 1969, pp. 13, 20.

(4) al-Hubshan is a plural of al-Habash, see Sihah, vol. 3, p. 999;

Lexicon, Book I, pt. 2, p. 501.

(5) Text, p. 10.



Although the title of the book, Raf® shan g_l_:{iubsh'é'n, reveals that the

work is devoted to the topic of the Abyssinians, al-Suyutl does

include traditions and information concerning al-sudan in general.

So in these instances he seems to use the word al-stdan tp indicate

all black people. This can be seen in particular in Chapters Six and
(1)

Seven ‘. In Chapter Seven, for example, the author discusses among

other things how al-sawdad (blackness) came about, e — Lr’

RTEN (2)
— P e

(1) Text, pp. 269-273, 274-281.

(2)  Text, pp. 274-277; for other examples, see also pp. 6, 13,

114.



II. Works about al-SﬁdEn(l)

It is not the intention in the following study to trace all
works which relate, directly or indirectly, to the Abyssinians and to
al-sudan as a whole since this, of course, will not be possible

especially with limited time and space.. But rather I propose to
study some of them in the hope that some kind of background for our

book, Raf® shan al—@UbshEn, can be established. Also, at the same

time, reviewing these works, which are devoted to the subject of

- al-sudan will enable us to appreciate the interest which some of the

Muslim writers have shown in those people with their various groups,

especially the Abyssinians.

However, some of the works included in the study, as far as is
known, are not extant; therefore, when dealing with them we will be
*limited to the information provided by the sources from which they

have been mentioned. As for the works which have been written after
al-SuyG@T's book, the subject matter of this present thesis, they

will be dealt with in the last section of Chapter Two.

(1)

This term is employed here, as explained above, to mean all

black people, including the Abyssinians.



1. Kitab fakhru al-sudan ala al-bldan

The author of this work is the well known Arab prose writer,

Abu “Uthman cAmr' b. Bahr al-~J é'l:nig who was born at Ba§ra around

160 A.H. and died in 255 A.H.(l).

This treatise is one of several works in which al-JE@ig, with
his great literary ability,ﬁrecorded his observations and views about
his society. For example, we find al-J§§i§ writes about various
groups and classes of the society of his time, such as teachers,

. singers, slave-girl singers, the mawElI,etc.(z) Al-Jahiz, it is

worth noting , is reported to have descended from a black

ancestor(a). C. Pellat has indicated that this ancestor might be

(4)

Abyssinian . However, two of al-Jahiz's important biographers,

al-Khatlb al-Baghdadi and Yaqut, did not say whether he was of

(1) For more detail on him, see his biography in Ahmad b. °Ali

al-Khatib, Tarikh Baghdid, 14 vols., Beirut, n.d., vol. 12,

(2)  For a study of this aspect of al-Jahiz's literary profession,

¢f. Waditah Taha al-Najm, al-Jahiz wa al-hadirah al “AbbasIyah,

‘ ppi 20, 26""27-

(3)  Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 12, p. 213; Yagut b. ©Abd alldh

SRR S e ———— ——-—-——-—_——-——_—-

D. S. Margoliouth, 7 vols,, London, 1907-1927, vol. 6, p. 56.

(4)  al-Jahiz, EI, new edn., vol. 2, p. 385.
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Abyssinian origin or otherwise, and both of them simply stated that

. 1
his ancester was black, 3 s | L ”'L?‘-“ > C)lSJ( ).

- 2)
Fakhru al-siidan “ala al-bfggglis a short treatise in 28 pages(

In the introduction al-Jahiz tells us that he wrote a book called

Muhakamat al-suraha li-lhujand wa radd al-hujana wa jawab akhwal

gl:ﬁglggéf(a) and one of the readers of this book, whom al-Jahiz did

not name, pointed out to him that he had no; mentioned in it anything
about the glories of al-sudan. Therefore, al-Jahiz decided to write
the Fakhru al-sudan in response to the request of that reader(4).
This treatise, as the title and al-Jahiz's short introduction
indicate, is intended to deal with al-sudan 'the black people' in

general with their different groups. al-JEbig indicates various

kinds of black people when he states: o‘r.Lu__'_ r..J..o U.-.‘J | Cs I |_, XK
&

o b 35y sy (o Yy e L Ty By o

5 ‘ "
( )"|)—- ot 1y L 0 JUCE A It ..\‘,..\“- Several lines later he adds:

| : p 3 (6) * y ; > 4 o900

(1)  Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 12, p. 213; Irshad, vol. 6, p. 56.

(2)  The edition used here, published under the title ”majmﬁpat

rasa’il al-Jahiz", contains 11l risalas in one volume, lst edn.,

Cairo, 1324 A.H. The Fakhru al-Sudan occupies pages 54-81.

(3) This book seems to have been lost, cf. WadI“ah al-Najm, p. 36.

(4)  Fakhru, p. 54.

(5) Ibid.; p. 72.

(6) al-Janiz probably indicates the Arabs, cf. the preceding

quotation.
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(l)o ‘JJ—-J | f.‘-""‘i e gU3 Jaiy By LE._;_, . At other times the author
goes further to include, as black people, other peoples such as the
Berbers, the Copts, the Indians, and the Chinese. He writes:
ey bl o8y sl A opee ol s
eeee (@) i Iy Moad ly Ly a s Iy andly g,y 3yl
However, it appears that the attention is concentrated on the
Abyssinians and the Zanj(s). Al-Jahiz gives examples of the glories
and the excellences of these two groups obviously to illustrate some

of al-sudan's views put forward on their behalf in this treatise.

- For instance, on behalf of al-sudan, al-Jahiz speaks with glory
about the invasion of the Yemen by the Abyssinians and their attgmpt

to invade Mecca, and says that al-sudan-are proud that they, at one

time, represented by the Abyssinians, governed Arabia from the Yemen

(4)

to Mecca’ °. As for the Zanj, the author says: -
L - hz—i:!"-j-"'blgus;--“)r‘_o{ J_La_jc,-gm-i:-)f-;(5)_,_§3 leJ‘.,Jaso.f‘L\
el S L e ot hle e, i pladt b, e oy

(1) Fakhru, p. 72.

e

(2)  Ibid., p. éet
(3)

For the Zanj, see L. Massignon, Zanj, EI, vol. 4, p. 1213;

J. Walker, A Rare Coin of the Zanj, in J.R.A.S., 1933,

(4) Fakhru, p. 63.

(5)

I.e., in the preceding poem which has been said in praise of the

Zanj, p. 61, verse no. 4.

(6) Fakhru, p. 62.°

e
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Among many other examples of al-Zanj's virtues al-Jahiz also counts

their generosity. He states: ur‘—-JJ‘) : (i.e., al-sudan) [rJLs

QPRSP G I S PR I S B | Ot Y [ ) BN P IVeS

L
iiigl)c'_:'}jl CJ-‘ t-n-—]' -E-l r-t—IJ_ J'-.’
- From these passages and ofher instances in this treatise it is

possible that one gets the impression that al-Jahiz was advocating

Shucﬁbite ideas(z). It is true that his decision to write such a

- treatise, as perhaps is the case with some of his other works, like

E_1_:§}_1£_a_1}_-a:' wa al-hujana’, al-"Arab wa al-CA am, and al-CArab wa

al-mawall, could have been influenced in one way or another by the
literary trends of thisimovemeht which were prevalent during his time,
however, al-Jahiz was known to have voiced pro-Arab views. - In his
book, al-Bayan, for example, al-Jahiz, in some lengthy passages

represented the pro-Arab view and endeavoured to discredit the

N
(1) Ibid., p. 63.. For other examples in which the author quotes,

on al-sudan's behalf, memorable sayings by some of their famous
men, anecdotes and important historical events, see 1ibid.,

pp. 57, 58, 61, 62, 67, 71.

(2)  For al-shu®lbiyah, see I. Goldziher, Muhammedanische Studien

(Muslim Studies), trans. by C. R. Barber and S. M. Stern,

2 vols., London,, Allen and Unwin, vol. 1, 1967; vol. 2, 1971;

vol. 1, pp. 137-198; H. A. R. Gibb, Studies on the Civilization

of Islam, ed. by S. J. Shaw and W. R. Polk, London, Routledge

and Kegan Paul, 1962,‘pp. 62-73.

F .-
L o R
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attacks of the Shucﬁbiyah(l). We may find some explanation to this
seemingly contradictory attitude in another work by al-Jahiz himself.

In the introduction to al-Hayaéwan al-Jahiz, addressing one of his

critics, says:
s oS> W o ladl J8 ol el L Je a8 e
i J W dase csS Yoy L il Il Jo o paasd L
(2) .
Vo L 143 o Kol e dose oS WS cid W e (20 S
S50 in these words al-Jahiz implies that he should not be ascribed to
‘a party or a sect just because he conveys their views. This probably
explains why al-Jahiz in most instances in his present treatise uses
the third person. For these instances, he employs formulae like
(3) , TR - - .
In this treatise, it is worth noting that al-Jahiz did not

mention any relevant work apart from his book, Muhakamat al-suraha’,

(1) Kitab al-bayanwa al-tabyin, ed. ®Abd al-Salam Harin, 4 vols.,

Cairo, 1960-61, vol. 3, pp. 5-124; cf. Muslim Studies, pp. 159,

161. It is interesting to note that in one of these passages

of al-Bayan (pp. 12-13), al-Jahiz, quoting anonymous

e

authorities, records views against the Zanj as he writes:
r_l;;,;"i .__,JILJL_L_;NILJ;, "r-i\“t_-.“a-u" =t '.'_,LL;Ji, : |,Jl3
aalld)lst_..,':_,L,.;Jl‘L_,j gy L L pa o1 oo el

e Vs ol G apisy b Vi) oz 1o Ly pud | B,

(2) Kitab al-hayawan, ed. ©Abd al-Salam Harun, 7 vols., Céiro.

1957-58, vol. 1, p. 11.

(3) See, fop example, Fakhru;,pp. 62, 65.
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which has already been referred to above.

Al-SuyiitI does not seem to have been acquainted with al—JE@ig's

treatise during the time when he was writing his book, Raf® shan

al-Hubshan. This, in fact, can be deduced from the only one quotation

attributed to al-JEbig which was an indirect quotation since al-Suyuti

tells us that his authority was Kitab al- awa’il of al—cAskarIFI).

(1)  Text, p. 281; Fakhru, p. 67.
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2. Works not extant

All the three following works, unfortunately, appear to have
been lost. Our knowledge of them has come through either a reference
in the introduction of a similar work or an indication in the bio-
graphy of the author. As will be seen, our author, al-Suyuti, does

not seem to have used any of themn.

Qe Risalah f1 tafdil al-sud Cala al-bid by Abu al-cAbbES al-Nashi’

Al-Nashi''s full name was Abu al-CAbbas Abd alldh b. Muhammad

al- 'Anbari, nicknamed b. Shirshir. He was a native of Anbar in Iraq
- but lived in Baghdad for a long time before he moved to Egypt where
he spent the rest of his life and died there in 293 A.H.(l).

In his biography we have been told that he wrote a number of
works, and also that: he was .a: distinguished poet(z). We know as well
that during his stay in Baghdad he met Muhammad b. Khalaf b.
al-Marzuban, the author of the following work, who formed a low

opinion of al-NEshi’(S).

Risalah fT tafdil al-sid Cala al-bId was indicated by

al-SuyUtI in the introduction of his treatise, Nuzhat al-cumr'gz

- ==~ al-tafdil bayna al-bid wa al-sud wa al-sumr(4) . For later authorities"’

(1) Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 10, pp. 92-93.

(2)  Jaldl al-din “Abd al-Rahman b. abI Bakr al-Suyuti, Husn

al-Muhadarah, ed. Muhammad abu al-Fadl IbrahIm, 2 vols., Cairo,

P sumy §

1967-68, vol. 1, p.. 559.

(3) Tarikn Baghdad, vol. 10, pp. 92-93.
(4)

A short-treatise pub. by al-Maktabah al-CArabiyah, Damascus,

1349 A.H., p. 2. For more detail on this work, see below.
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this indication by al-Suyutl seems to have become the only piece of

information they can provide about al-Nashi''s treatise. For example,

HajjI KhalIfah did not list this risalah in his Kashf al-zunun and his

* 1
only reference to it came with the entry for Nuzhat al-cumr( ). Also,

in his note on al-Nashi’, Brockelmann refers to this indication of

al—SuyGFT without any further detailga).

However, it is understood from al-Suyuti's statement about the

present treatise that he was not familiar with it, as he states:

U‘—’ CJ)L."J b‘—-‘s :(3) o, Lo "l $ ya—iad | L sL.J| LJ‘_'S_,

IVt S P KV L [PRUY (PR} SN | PR R R
(4)_..- HJ‘ LS_J"" JJ_—Jl LJ-;‘,—--"-.’-’- 15-';

(1) G. Fluegel, ed. Lexicon Bibliogréphicumgf.Encxclopaedicum‘g

Mustafa ben “Abd allah Katib jelebI, HajjI Khalifah (Kashf

__“-_—_-m

®an 'asami al-kutublggral—funﬁn), 6 vols., Oriental

"Translation Fund, London, 1835-52, vol. 6, p. 328.

(2) C. Brockelmanh, Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur, 2 vols.,

Weimar and- Berlin, 1898-1902, Suppl., 3 vols., Leiden, 1936-42,
GAL, vol. l,p; 123.

(3) Unfortunately, I am unable to identify this work. The author
probably is al-Hafiz abl Muhammad ®Abd al-®AzIm b. ©Abd al-Qawi,

died 656 A.H.; cf. Husn al-Muhddarah, vol. 1, p. 355;

Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 1, p. 367: suppl., vol. 1, p. 627.

(4) 'Nuzhat al-Cumr, p. 2.
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b.  Kit3b al-sidan wa fadluhum “ala al-brgan(l)

The author of this work, the above mentioned AbuBakr Muhammad
b. Khalaf b. al-Marzuban al-Muhawwall, was a traditionist and a man of
learning, who lived in Baghdad in a district called Bab al-Muhawwall
and died in 309 A.H.(a). He wrote a number of works; one of them,

al-Hawi fI “ulum al-Qur’an, is reported to be in 27 volumes(a)

- - 4
al-sudan which is also mentioned by al-Suyutl in his Nuzhat almcumr( ).

- In his statement al-Suyutl did not say whether he had seen it or not.
However, as fér as can be judged from his aforementioned treatise and

his Raf® shan al-Hubshan, the subject matter of the present thesis,

al-Suyutl does not seem to have consulted ibn al-Marzuban's work.

c. Kitab zuhd al-sudan by Abi Muhammad al—SarrEj(s)

Abu Muhammad Ja®far b. Ahmad al-Sarraj al—Muqri' was born about

417 A.H. and’'died in 500 A.H. He was a popular adib and a traditionist.

(1) G. Fluegel, ed. Kashf al-zunun, vol., 5, p. 96.
(2)  See Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 5, pp. 237-239,
(3) Yaqut, Irshad, vol. 7, p. 105. For more information on his

works, see Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 1, p. 125; Suppl., vol. 1,

p. 189.

(4) p. 2.

(5) G. Fluegel, ed. Kashf al-zunin, vol, 3, p. 544. In ibn Rajab,

Abu al-Faraj “Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad, al-Dhayl Cala tabagat
al-fanabilah, ed. Muhammad Hamid al-Faql (2 vols..in 1, Cairo,

1952-53, vol. 1, p. 100), it is called Man3gib al-sidan.
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He lived in Baghdad but is reported to have travelled to Mecca,
(1)

Damascus and Egypt ~'. He wrote other works such as Masari®

' al—cushshaq and Hukm al-sibzan(z).

As indicated above, this work and the preceding two, as far

as is known, are not extant.

-—— - — C
Kitab zuhd al-sudan was not mentioned by al-Suyuti in his Raf

shan al-Hubshan, so it is assumed that it had not been used by him.

(3)

al-Jawzi ™, the author quotes some traditions concerning the virtues

of al-sudan, which are transmitted by Abu Muhammad al-Sarraj, Zuhd

al-sudan again was not mentioned.

(1) See ibn Rajab, Dhayl, vol. 1, pp. 100-103.

(2)  1bid., p. 100; see Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 1, p. 351: Suppl.,

vol. 1, p. 594.

(3) On this work, see below.
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T e - — «~(1
3. Kitab nur al-ghabash fi fadl al-sud wa al-Habash by ibn al—Jaw21( )

EEE.al‘ habash has a special importance since it-was the main

source on which al-Suyuti, as he stated in his introduction(z).

depended to write Kitab raf® shan al—@ubshah. This dependence and its

extent will be examined in the next chapter. Therefore, the following

study will be limited to providing a brief account of ibn al-Jawzi's
life and a detailed description of the work so that we can form a

general idea about the source itself and a background for our book

.Bg{? shan al-Hubshan.

The autﬁor, ©Abd al-Ra@mEnb. “A17 b. al-JawzI, Abu al-Faraj,
was born a£ Baghdad around 512 A.H. Following the death of his
father, when he was about three years old, ibn al-Jawzl was looked
after by his mother and a paternal aunt. After a few years he was
taken by his aunt to his maternal uncle, Muhammad b. Nﬁgir(a), who was

a well known Hanbali traditionist(d). Ibn Nasir looked after the

(1) Nar al-ghabash, MS The Yale University Library, no. I.197; see

L. Nemoy, Arabic MSS in the Yale

University Library, New Héven,

1956, p. 166. This MS contains 127 fols. For other copies, see
Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 1, p. 505; Suppl., vol. 1, p. 919,
[The first word of the title has in some sources been variously

recorded as Tanwir or Anwar.] As far as I know this work has

not been published.
(2) Text, p. 2.

(3)  see ibn Rajab, Dhayl, vol. 1, pp. 400-401.

(4)  AbT al-Fadl Muhammad b. Nasir-al-SalamI al-Baghd3di, died

°50 A.H.; on him, see ibid., pp. 225-229.
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.young boy and took a direct responsibility for his education. He

accompanied ibn al-Jawzl to leading professors, especially to those

of the science of hadith. He also superviséd ibn al-Jawzi's sam3‘at

(1)

and 1ijazat during the early years of his training'~’.

Ibn al-Jawzl showed remarkable determination and devotion to his

studies. This was clear from the various branches of learning to

which he devoted his time and effort. He studied hadith, Qur’anic

sciences, figh (law), wacg (preaching) and adab. He received his

training in all these fields under very distinguished brofessors(z)

amongst whom Mu@ammad b. NEgir, ibn al—ﬁugayn(s)

(4) (5)

, Abu Bakr al-Dinawari ‘', ibn al-ZEgl'lﬁn":'f(..6 ) , Abu

HakIm al-NahrawEnI(7), and al—JawaquI(B) are mentionedq.

, Abu al-Qasim b.

al-Samarqandi

(1) See ibid., p. 401; see also Abu al-Faraj €Abd al-Rahman b. CAlI

b. al-Jawzl, Kitab al-qussas wa al-mudhakkirin, ed. M. Swartz,

* auup §

Beirut, 1969, intro., pp. 16-17.

(2) See Dhayl,pp. 401-402; al-Qussds, intro., pp. 17-22.

(3) Abd al—Q5siaﬂHibat allah b, Muhammad al-Shaybani, died 525 A.H.;

see DhahabT, al-char, vol. 4, p. 65.

(4)  Ismi®1il b. A}}méd, died 538 A.H.; see Subki, Tabaqgat al—ShE.fIcizah,‘

vol. 4, p. 204,

(5) Ahmad b. Muhammad, died 532 A.H.; Dhayl, vol. 1, pp. 190-191.

(6)  ®AlT b. Ubayd allah, died 527 A.H.; ibid., pp. 180-184.
(7)  Ibrahim b. DInar, died 556 A.H.: ibid., pp. 239-241.

(8)  Mawhib b. Ahmad, died 540 A.H.; ibid., pp. 204-207.
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Ibn al-Jawzi began his public career as a preacher in 527 A.H.

In fact, preaching was the most important field in which ibn al-Jawzi

excelled. His knowledge and ability as a preacher led him to become

a leading figure in his time and to play a significant political role

in Baghdad for a long period extending until just a few years before

his death in 597 A.H.(Z).

Besides his religious and poiitical activities, ibn al-Jawzl
also contributed greatly to Muslim learning. The number of works that
were claimed to have been written by him was very great, to the.
extent that some of his biographers count them in the hundreds(a).

His writings-covéred a wide range of subjects such as Qur’anic

exegesis, tradition, biographies (manaqid), history, law and preaching

As examples of his major works in these fields we may mention: Zad

g - . - - - % - oy
El:mgﬁigﬁzil?llm_al—taf51r, al-Mawdu®at, al-QucafE'wa al-matrukin,

Manaqib ibn Hanbal, al-Muntazam, al- Ins3f fI mas3a’il al-khilaf,

Talbis Iblis and Sayd al-—khé‘pg‘_(s)

b |

However, it is worth noting here that ibn al-Jawzl, amongst

(1)

(4)

other things, was critiéized-for committing many mistakes in his works;- -

and for imitating the works of some scholars and abridgiﬁg those of

(1)  al-Qussas, intro., p. 26.

(2) Cf. ibid., intro., pp. 25-28, 32-34. For more detail of this

aspect of ibn al-JawzI's life, see also Dhayl, vol. 1,

(3) See Dhayl, pp. 413-415.

(4) " See ibid., pp. 411-412, 416.

(5) For a list of his works, see ibid.

» Pp. 416-420; Brockelmann,

GAL, vol. 1, pp. 502-506: Suppl., vol., 1, pp. 914-920,
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others without being well-informed in the subjects in which they were
dealing. In this connection, ibn Rajab, who has a very high opinion

of ibn al-Jawzl and praises him throughout his biographical notice on
him, has this to say:

. ‘-r-l-ﬁ 6 l.’-—.?‘, CJ" r%— C-lew_)_ &__:_; U-LLUJ l.:)_h t_.o.’ *e e

L

sl say eply B By s il abdel 5,28
I s ¥y Sl Gias o Gwoladl g i€ o8
.‘.,J_.Jl O O g u_a.._.s.u_.a_. o3 1w piay evee 4, Jases
o dasbaldl ol ding ol 8 aS n Las YU

(1) - 1
cee & ,:H) i-::_, . | | ';_t_,. Ko r_L..“ SUM Lass, CJ)—S‘:.' Ql g

(1) Dhayl, vol. 1, p. 414. For more information on ibn al-Jawzl

and other aspects of his life, see also Abud Shamah, Tarajim

rijal al-qarnayn, pp. 21-26; EI, new edn., vol. 3, pp. 751-752.
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The Work

The title, Nur al-ghabash fI fadl al-sud wa al-Habash, may

suggest that ibn al-JawzI does not regard the Abyssinians as sudan,

black people. However, judging from the study of the chapters, this
does not seem to be the case. There are many chapters in which the

author treats al-sudan as a whole, with the Abyssinians included as

" a part of them. In the first and second chapters where he discusses
the origin and the coloﬁr of al-sudan, ibn al-Jawzi does not treat

. the Abyssinians separately(l). In the fourth chapter, which is
designed to mention the kingdoms of al-sudan, the capital of the king

of al-Habashah, Jarmf'(‘S_{;; ) is indicated(z). The next chapter,

Chapter Five, deals with the many virtues that al-sudan possess. In
1t the author praises the Abyssinians for their hospitality, polite-

ness, kindness, etc.(s). Finally, in the chapters where the author
mentions the pious, the famous, and the poets - men and women of
al-sudan, he includes Abyssinians. He mentions, for example,

Bilal b. Rébab, CAta’ b. abi Rabah, Suhaym “Abd bani al-Hashads, who

were of Abyssinian origin(4)2

(1) Nur al-ghabash, fols. S5a-6b, ' 6b-7a.
(2) Ibid., fol. 8b. JarmI has been mentioned as the capital of the

Abyssinians' kingdom_by the geographer Muhammad b. Musa

al—KhqurizmI,'5}~$ﬁrat al-'ard, ed. H. v. Mzik, Leipzig, 1926,

pP. 8.

(3) Nar al-ghabash, fol. 9b.

(4) See ibid., fols. 50b, 65, 72a, respectively. For other examples,

see fols. 55b, 63a, 63b and 97b.
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So it has become clear that Nur al-ghabash was devoted to the
cause of al-sudan as a whole with the Abyssinians included without
any distinction. However, the study of the chapters indicates tﬁat
the Abyssinians were the only group of al-gudan who were singled out

by the author to be .dealt with independently. 1Ibn al-Jawzl appears

to have treated them as a special case. This seems to be due
primarily, as iz the case with other Muslim traditionists and writers,
to the queétion of the emigration to Abyssinia by some of the early
Muslims (al-hijratu ila al-Habashah). It is due also to the fact
that amongst the early celebrated Muslim personalities there were a

numoer of individuals who were of Abyssinian origin, such as Bilal,

.- . AbQ Bakrah Nufay® b. Masruh, Barirah, and cﬁgé' b. abl Rabép(l)
Ibn al-Jawzl devotes to the Abyssinians nine chapters(z) out of
the twenty-eight into which the book is divided. This is besides the
many references to their celebrities in the other chapters.
As would be expected, the subject matter of these nine chapters
is dominated by the story of the emigration and all other events

which relate to it, such as the dispatching of the Qurayshite mission .. ...

to Abyssinia to extradite the emigrants and its failurecs)

Nur al-ghabash, as has already been noted, contains twenty-eight

.-chapters which vary in length. For example, we have Chapter 22 in

about 23 fblios(4), while Chapter 10 is in less than a page(S). Each

(1) For biographical notices on them, see text, pp. 151, 202, 230

and 241, respectively.

(2)  NGr al-ghabash, Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 25.

(3) Ibid., Chapter 9, fols. 19b-25a.

(4) Ibid., fols. 91b-114a.

(5) Ibid., fol. 25a.
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of these chapters has its own descriptive title.

In his introduction ibn al-JawzI tells us the reason for

composing Nur al-ghabash,

rV"’JJ"; J_S"':"u‘—"-'*-l‘ JL.f""iLr‘ 'i.c-Lu- C.._:.i') LS'L’ s L.‘i ¢oe
JJ—"‘JL’ N OL—-’ﬂL: Jb-"ﬂ‘o.i r‘.l-J_sL ,:,|)J‘Y| ..sLs,...\d.;\J

(1

After the introduction ibn al-Jawzl provides a table of the
contents for the work by listing the title of the chapters(z).

Unfortunately, the author did not sfate on which date he
'f;nished his work. Howevgr, in the introduction he mentioned
al;Nigir lidin allah, the ©AbbAsid caliph, amongst other people whom
he praised and prayed f0r(3). This, in fact, has provided‘a very
useful indication to the time during which ggglal-ghabash was written.

We know that al-Nasir was proclaimed caliph in 575 A.H.(4) but

ibn al-JawzI was reported to have fallen out of favour with this

caliph in 589 A.H. when he was dismissed from-one of his preaching

(1) 1Ibid., fol. 3a.

(2) Ibld., fols. 3a-5b. In order to give a general idea about the

contents of Nur al-ghabash, this table has been supplied in

Appendix I with the parallel chapter titles and other headings

from Raf® shan al-Hubshan.

(3) Nur al-ghabash, fol. 2b.

(4)  See Isma“Il b. “Umar b. Kathir, al-Bidiyah wa al-nihdyah,

14 vols. in 7, Beirut, 1966, vol. 12, p. 305,
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posts. In the following year he was exiled to Wasit, in which he
spent five years before he was allowed to return to Baghdad, where he
died in 597 A.H.(l). SO it seems most likely thatﬂgg al-ghabash was
written between the years 575 and 589 A.H.

In this work ibn al-Jawzi's material reveals his heavy dependence

on traditions and popular stories. This seems to have been determined

by the kind of sources he used. His sources, on the whole, comprise

books of traditions apart from very few historical works(z)

Although ibn al-Jawzi cites his éuthérity quite often, he
'rarely mentions the title of the work. He usuaily indicates the
names of the ¥raditionists or of any other of his immediate
authorities. At any rate, the only work cited by ibnkal-Jawéf which
seems to ﬁave some releyance to al-sudan, the subject matter of Nur

al-ghabash, was Kitab achn al-mawdlI. The author of this work,

according to ibn al-Jawzi, is AbU “Umar al-KindT (3

Cf. al-Qussas, intro., pp. 34-35, Dhayl, vol. 1, pp. 426-428.

(2)  See Nur al-ghabash, fols. 29b, 62b and 94b.
(3) 1Ibid., fol. 94b.

I am unable to identify this work, but cf.

Brockelmann's article on Abu SUmar al-Kindi, EI, vol. 2,

P. 1021 and Brockelmann, Suppl., vol. l, p. 231.
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4. Nuzhat al-"umr by al—SuyﬁpT(l).

This short treatise is mainly a collection of poems and verses

which were composed by different poets and devoted to the praise of
these groups of people, al-bid (white), al-sud (black), and al-sumr
(brown).

Al—SuyﬁpI begins his treatise with a brief introduction in
which he, as mentioned above, indicates these two works, al-sudan wa

fadluhum Cala al-bldan by ibn al-Marzuban and Tafdil al-sud ala

.al-b'i'g by Abu al-CAbbas al—Nﬁshi’(z). To state his authority,

al-Suyuti in most cases quotes the name of the poet to whom ithe poem
or the verses are attributed. However, there are some cases where

he uses various anonymous formulae such as qala ba®duhum - Ysome of

" them have said" - and gEla akhar -~ "someone else has saidh(s). In

the whole treatise there are only three places where the author

indicates the works in which the verses appear(A)

(1) Nuzhat al-“umr fT al-tafdil bayna al-bid wa al-sud wa al-sumr,

pub. by al-Maktabah al-CArabiyah in 16 pages, Damascus, 1349 A.H.

For the location of the MSS of this work, see Brockelmann, GAL,

vol. 2, p. 158; Suppl., vol. 2, p. 198.

(2) Nuzhat al-cumr, P. 2.

(3) See, for example, ibid., pp. 4, 6, 10; 11.

(4) 1Ibid., pp. 6, 7.




CHAPTER TWO

KITAB RAFC SHAN AL-HUBSHAN

a. Authorship

There has been no argument over the authenticity of the

attribution of Kitab raf® shan al-Hubshan to al-Suyuti. In fact,

the indications of al-Suyuti's authorship are very clear.

The preface of this present work is typical of the style
which al-SuylitT follows in many of his works. In this kind of
preface he tells usithat he came across a book dealing with the

subject he intends to write about. But he is not satisfied with it
since it is insignificant and does not contain everything concerning
the subject in question. Therefore, al-Suyuti decides to'wrife a
comprehensive one covering the whole matter. Then his book would

(1)

be superior -to that book o

In his preface to Raf_ shan al-Hubshan, al-Suyuti stated that

he had seen ibn al~-Jawzi's work, Tanwir al-ghabash, which concerns

(1) To give an example, al-SuyltI, in his introduction to his book
al-Shamarikh fI “ilm al-tarikh, ed. Chr. Fr. Seybold, Leiden,
1894, p. 2, says: ._:.US ,_,J.r. UL‘,_:..:. d‘-"—-‘J .::.i.'s', Q48 g *°°°
Yy ol Wda ¥y LS Y W5 s | 3 e, W e
PSRN TY RRCY I VRN 1.4 § | LVRRE SRCHNISRR P J 1
R AT
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gl:ﬂUbshEn, the theme of his book. He then added that ibn al-Jawzl

had not exhausted the subject, therefore he intended his book to be

as an enlarged recension of that work. Accordingly, as al-Suyutl

1
implied, his work would be much better than that of his predecessor( )

Moreover, the study of the chains of authorities, isnads, which

al-Suyuti cites throughout the work, shows a striking similarity to

other isnads appearing 'in other works known to have been written by

him. Besides, these isnads contain names of a number of professors

under whom al-Suyutl had studied.

As for external evidence, Raf® shan al-Hubshan is_attributed

to al-Suyutl in a number of sources. Al-Suyliti himself mentioned the

book as his own in two of his major works, Husn al—muhEdarah(z) and
(3)

his autobiography . CAla al-din Muhammad b, ©Abd al-BaqI, the

author of al-Tiraz al-manqush, stated that one of the main sources

Also, Hajji KhalIfah(s), al—BaghdédI(G) and Brockelmann(7) all

‘-“

(1) See text, pp. 1-2.

(2) Vol. 1, p. 344.

(3) al-Tahadduth bini®mat allah, ed. E. M. Sartain, Cambridge, 1975,

p. 113.
(4)

al-Tiraz al-manqush fi mah3dsin al-Hubush, MS Bodleian Library,

Oxford, no. Laud. Or. 120, fol. 2a. On this work, see below.

(5) G. Fluegel, ed. Kashf al-zunun, vol. 3, p. 475; vol. 6, p. 677.

(6) Isma®Il pasha, Hadiyat al-®arifin asm3’ al—mu’alliffn‘gg

- athar al-musannifin, 2 vols., Wakalat al-Ma“arif, Istanbul,

1951-55, VOIi 1’ p- 539l

(7)  GAL, vol. 2, p. 158; Suppl., vol. 2, p. 198.
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attributed the work to al-Suyuti. 1In addition to these references

it is referred to as al-Suyuti's in the indexes of various libraries.

These will be indicated in the chapter devbted to the description of
(1)

the copies .

b. Date of Writing

Unfortunately, as far as the text and the copies are concerned,

there is no indication of the date on which Kitab raf® shan al-Hubshan

.was finished. However, the work was mentioned by the author himself

in the list of his works which he provided in Husn al—mugégarah(z)

This, in fact, indicates that Raf® shan al-Hubshan was not one of

al-Suyuti's works which had been composed during later stages of his
life, especially the years of his retirement and that of his final
seclusion(a). On the contrary, it shows that the book was written

during a time when al-Suyﬁ§I was leading a very active life. This

observation can be supported by the following two points:

1. In Husn al-muhadarah, before giving the list referred to above,

al-SuyutI had included a narrative of his life(4). In it he tells

us something about his works which had been written so far, and some

o

(1) See Chapter Four of the present thesis.

(2) Vol. 1, p.: 344.

(3) For detail on these two incidents, see E. M. Sartain, Jalal

al-din al-Suyuti, biography and background, Cambridge, 1975,

pPp. 80-85 and 102-106, respectively.

(4)  Vol. 1, pp. 335-339.
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of his activities. He says: T B (b Adial | | (s k2

- _ (1)
Caaem _J__,;JJ_..E:.LLS_,.. ..:.l:S s L M Oylu“g'-l""‘s‘ CJ-'—:) Oraa—=9
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¢ ® ¢ O 00

However, the works indicated in this narrative were not all the
productions that al-Suyutl had been able to present during his life-

time. There were later lists which show that he wrote more works(s)

2. In the narrative mentioned above there is no reference to the

two incidents, retirement and seclusion. It has been suggested that

- the period of his retirement was from about 891/1486 until about

906/1501(4). This in its turn indicates that the works listed in

Husn al-muhadarah should have been written before 891/1486.

Thus, our book was one of this collection of works which appear

to have been written between the years 866 and 891 A.H. From his

words quoted above, al-SuyutI seems to have been proud of these

works.,

(1) 'I-E., 866 AIHI

(2)  Husn al-muhadarah, vol. 1, p. 338.

(3) See, for example, al-Tahadduth bini®mat allzh, pp. 105-136.

(4) Sartain, Jalal al-din, p. 82. * - o
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C. The Reason for Writing the Book

The attempt to deal with this question requires us to look
first of all at the work itself. Unfortunately, al-Suyuti did not

explain anywhere in the book why he decided to write the work about

al-Hubshan, nor did he express his feeling towards the subject. 1In

his short preface, al-Suyutl indicated that the book is about the
virtues of the Abyssinians, without any further detail(l). ~This 1is

still the case in Chapter Six, which is designed to praise the

- Abyssinians and to show their excellences(Z), where al-Suyuti made no

et = g Sl " T e e feiepiiey

attempt to give his opinion or to explain why he decided to include

such a chapter. He simply started the chapter by quoting ibn al-Jawzi

as saying:
1 B BN s, Gl sy 3101 ST il Sas

Unlike al-Suyuti, ibn al-JawzI, in the introduction to his book,
Nur al-ghabash, was somewhat specific in stating the reason for

writing the work and devoting it to al-sudan and the Abyssinians. He

states: .
FRSPRN | S, U IPURE I U SRR V4 IV | SU o L] eeen
JPSSOUL PR Y SIS [ VR VP LY PO P R IV I Y FP B P
o S sl SS9 oS e o J casyy oLl
), G lydly

-

(1) Text, p. 1.

(2) Text, pp. 269-273.

(3) Text, p. 269.

(4) Hgglal—ghabaéh, fol. 3a.
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So, ibn al-~-Jawzil made an attempt to say something about his
impression of what some of the Abyssinians feel about their colour.

He also explained his opinion briefly, saying that it is not the
colour of the skin which determines the quality of the person but

rather his virtues. He indicated as well that he wrote his bodk for

the cause of the Abyssinians and al-sudan.

Al-Suyuti, in his preface to Raf® shan al-Hubshin, seems to

have concentrated on stressing his ability as a scholar. 1In this
preface, for example, he implied that his work was more worthy than

; Nur al-ghabash of ibn al—Jasz(l). Another example can be found in

his introductory paragraph to the chapter concerning the vocabulary

from the Qur’an which are claimed to be of Abyssinian origin, when

he writes:

o> )]s .LliJif |3313 S b ol ade s a3,
2 eyl Jlo e o) B,

In fact, this is not the only book in which al—Suyﬁ§I praises
his work, claims to have wider knowledge in the subject -than his
predecessors and tries to show himself as a scholar able to write
in many different fields. There are many of these works in which
al-Suyutl endeavours to emphasize this point. We have just seen an
extract from his introduction to his treatise al-ShamErikh{{lﬁcilml

- - . (3
al-tarlkh( ). For other examples, his books, the Alfixah(4)

(1) Text, p. 2.
(2) Text, p. 55.

(3) See above, p. 27.

(4) - Alfiyat al-Suyﬁgzugz Cilm al-hadith, ed. Ahmad Mubammad'SﬁEkiri'i

Beirdt, n.d.; see the introductory verses, p. 2.
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C(l), al—Ithn(a) and al-Jami® al-Saghir, may be

mentioned. In the introduction of this last book, for instance,

al-SuyutI has this to say:

ipihad | (S lgay Byl iy 1JSI 1 a2y S LS Lia
JLR | JORY FUSC USRS SIS 3_;_:_3-JJ|.:...:J‘.>‘Y|G.|_:. 8 Syassl o By
Y N 1) [CRWPR P 1) SS 8 Al s ey 0]
s sl oI s, gl LS, Te by ey oyis L s

this book, Raf® shan

= AR cl—dly sl padl lia

However, the extent of gl-Suyﬁ@I's interest in the subject of

al-Hubshan, as a whole may be appreciated from

...~ the number of similar works- which he had written. Besides Raf® shan

al-Hubshan, al-SuylitI composed Azhar al-®urush fI akhbar al-Hublsh

(4)

’

T R R B R Sy S S o e

al-Mustazraf min akhbar al-jawﬁrf(s), Nuzhat al-Cumr fT al-tafdil

bayna.al-bid wa al-sud wa al—sumr(-e), and al-Darari fi abna’

+(7)

Elziﬂgégi . A quick look at al-Mustazraf, for example, will show

(1)
(2)

(3)

(5)
(6)

(7)

Capis e e———

3rd edn., Hayderabad, 1961; see, for example, p. 62.

al—Ithn'gg Culdm al-Qur’an, 2 vols. in 1, Halabi, Cairo, 1951;

See intI‘O., ppl Sj 6-

al-Jami® al-Saghir fTI ahadith al-bashir al-nadhir, 2 vols. in

l, Cairo, 1954, intro., p. 3.
For information on this work, see Section e of this chapter.
Ed. §a1§b al-din al-Munajjid, Beirut, 1963, in 64 pages.

For information on this work, see above, Chapter One.

....oee G. Fluegel, ed. Kashf al-zunun, vol. 3, p. 186, but in

P. 332, it is referred to as al-Dharari fiI abna’ al-sarari;

Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 2, p. 157, in Suppl., vol. 2, p. 197,

. 1t has this title, al-DararY fI anba’ al-sararT.
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how keen al-Suyuti was to know poetry, anecdotes and other traditions
relating to slave-girls. The editor of this book commented in his

introduction that al—Suyﬁyf extracted his material from good sources

and he gave a list of‘them(l). The editor then added that al-Suyuti's

book proved to be more comprehensive than many of the other works
which dealt with the same subject(a). So, all of this may reflect

al-SuyﬁPI's desire to read and write about those racial groups of his

time.

However, for the Abyssinians there seems to have been another

factor which no doubt had its influence in one way or another upon

al-Suyuti's decision towrite this work about them. Al—Suyﬁ@_:I, like

many other Muslim traditionists and historians,'seems to have had

more regard for the Abyssinians. As has been indicated in the case
of ibn al-Jasz'g work, Nor al-ghabash, this attitude no doubt has
been influenced by the emigration to Abyssinia and by the existence

of a number of distinguished Muslim Abyssinians who had their

speclal place in Muslim history.

d. The Dependence on Nur al-Ghabash

Al-Suyﬁyf's indication to the dependence onggglal-ghabash is

clear from his remarks concerning this work. In these remarks,

(1) Among these sources are: Akhbar al-nisa by Usamah b. Mungidh

and al-Nisa al-shawa ir by.ibn.al—?arrﬁg, see al-Mustazraf min

akhbar al-jawari, intro., p. 2.

(2)  1Ibig., p. 3. . *
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al-Suyutl implied that the aim of his book, Raf” shan al-Hubshan,

was twofold: to abridge NOr al-ghabash and to provide more informa-
tion on the Abyssinians. His reason for this last aim was that
ibn al-Jawzl had not covered the whole subject(l).u

It is cleaf that the purpose of the abridgement was to

exclude almost all the material which does not concern the

Abyssinians. Thus, as noted before, while Nir al-ghabash was about

al-sfidan in general but dealt with the Abyssinians at great length,

Eg{c shan al-Hubshan has become a specialized work on the

~ Abyssinians with little reference to al-sudan as a whole. This, in

fact, became the main difference between al-Suyu{i's work and its

primary source.

Al-Suylity, of‘courge, introduced important changes to the
material and topics which he had borro&ed from Nur al-ghabash.
These changes comprise mainly the rearrangement of chapters and
material and the provision of some subdivisions and new headings.

Besides all of this, fresh material was supplied in many places of

the new work, Raf® shan al-HubshEh(a).

Rearrangements:

A general picture of these rearrangements can be seen from
Appendix I. This appendix shows a list of the titles of the Nur

al-ghabash chapters with the parallel chapters from Raf® shan

al-Hubshan 3’ .

What follows are the more important of these

(1) See text, p. 2.
(2) See below.

(3) See below, pp. 109-112.
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under this heading,
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rearrangements.

The first chapter in Raf® shan al-Hubshan was designed to

include the prophetic traditions which relate to the Abyssinians

(1)r_ej 'SJJ|)_|| ;:H_JL)*Y\UJ. Only a

small number of these traditions are found in ggz'al—ghabash aﬁd
they are scattered over various chapters since ibn al-Jawzl did not
provide any similar chapter(z). Each of the following topics has
an independent chapter in Nur al-ghabash; the origin of al-sudan,

the question of colour and the names of the Qurayshite males who

descended from Abyssinian woman—slaves(s). As for Raf® shan

al-Hubshan, the first of these topics constituted the main theme in

the introduction(4?,*whilg.the last two were included in Chapter

. T . (5)
Seven which has the title, b ) g J)_.l = .
Finally, ibn al-Jawzi devoted a whole chapter to the hijrah

and another to the story of the Qurayshite mission which was sent

from Mecca to Abyssinia to extradite the Muslim emigrants(s). In

‘5359 shan al-Hubshan, these two topics were expanded with additional

material, and all were included in Chapter Four(7)

(1)  Text, pp. 12-36.

(2) See these chapters in Nur al-ghabash, 11, 14, 15, 17.

(3) NGr al-ghabash, Chapters 1, 2, 25, respectively.

(4) Text, pp. 3-9.
(5)  Text, pp. 274-277, 277-279, respectively.

(6) Nur al-ghabash, Chapters 8 and 9.

(7) Text, pp. 70-111.
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However, most of the parallel chapters from Nur al-ghabash

contain material on the Abyssinians and al-sudan in general. ©So, it
seems that al-SuyutI felt the need to introduce some changes and to

rearrange the material more appropriately to suit Raf® shan al-Hubshan

as a work dealing now with the Abyssinians in particular.

.The Rafc shan al-Hubshan material

Generally speaking, the material in Raf® shan al-Hubshan may

. be divided into these two categories: additional material and

material ffom Nur al—ghabash.

Additional material

There are many areas in BEEF shan al-Hubshan where the addi-

tional material can be seen. Al-SuyttI himself indicated that he
supplied the information on the subject which, as he believed,
1bn al-JawzI had failed to provide(l). The following are the main

areas where. the additional material was supplied.

1. The traditions which relate to the Abyssinians or to an'

individual of their famous personalities(z)

2. The verses from the Qur'’an which were said to have been

revealed in connection with the Abyssinians(s).

(1) Text, p. 2.

(2) Many of the traditions for which al-Suyuti gives his full

chain of authorities (isnad), starting with the name of his

"immediate informant, are not found in Nur al-ghabash.

(3) This is Chapter Two, text, pp. 37-54. 1Ibn al-Jawzi did not

provide any similar chapter.



- 38 -

3.~ The vocabulary from the Qur’an which were claimed to be of

(1)

Abyssinian origin "

| 4, ° The famous'Abyssinian Muslims(z).

5. Miscellaneous additions: al—SuyﬁPI, for example, recorded

some linguists' views on the origin of the term al-habash with some

of its derivations(a), and the origin and the pronunciation of the

-(4) ~ (5)

name al-Najashi' ‘. He added as well a few poems and some verses .

6
Also, in Chapter Seven, all the last three topics are additions( ).

M?terial from Nur al-ghabash

Al-Suyutl acknowledges ibn al-Jawzi as his authority in many
places. However, the problem arises when he does not mention his

immediate source. In these instances, al-SuyutI, after quoting from

other authority, cites quotations, and sometimes passages, which are

(1) Besides these five ‘vocables' which . were provided by ibn

al-JawzI, kiflayn, mishkat, Tahd, nashi’ah and awwah,

al-Suyuti mentioned extra twelve of these, See texf, pp. 55-67.

(2)  In Chapter Five, where the famous Abyssinian Muslims are

‘mehtioned, theré are 21 of them not included in Hgﬁ;al-ghabash.
For their names, see text, pp. 200, 209, 212, 213, 214, the
first one; 216, 228, 230, 238, 239, 241, the first one; 248,
263, 264, 265, 266, 267.

(3) Text, p. 10.

(4) Text, pp. 133-135.

(5)  For some examples, see text, pp. 163, 212, 265, 272, the last

paragraph.

(6) Text, pp. 279-281.
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found exactly the same in Eggial-ghabash or with some changes, but
without giving credit to ibn al-Jaw21(1). In fact, it is difficult
to know why al-SuyutI acknowledges ibn al-JawzI in some places as
his authority, and avoids doing so in some others. Was it an
attempt by him to conceal the extent of his dependence on Nur
al-ghabash? -Or was it only, given the customs and attitudes of his
day about the use of other writers' material, that al-SuyitI did
not feel it necessary to be consistent about giving credit at every
point? Unfortunately, it is not possible at this stage to be

absolutely certain about any of these explanations.

In any case, there is no doubt that al—SuyﬁPI, for his Raf®

sh@n al-Hubshan, was more indebted to ibn al-JawzI than he had
actually admitted. Even for his additional material, al-Suyuti may
have become aware of some of it as it was mentioned briefly in Nur

al-ghabash, so indicating some indirect dependence.

e, Raf Shan al-Hubshan's Abridgement, Azhar al-‘uriish

Rafg shan al-HubshEn was abridged by al-Suyuti himself in

another work called Azhar al-Curush fi akhbar al-Hubush(z). This is

clear from al-Suyuti's preface to the abridgement(s). Unfortunately,

(1) For some examples, see Appendix II, pp. 113-121.

(2) Azhar al-Surtsh fI akhbar al—Hubush MS L'Escurial, no. cas.

_“_

1759, see E. Levi-Provencal Les MSS Arabes de l'Escurial,

Paris, 1928, vol. 3, p. 268. For other MSS of this work, see

Brockelmann, GAL, vol. 2, p. 158, Suppl., vol. 2, p. 198.

(3)  Azhar al-®urush, fol. 3a.
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this is the only piece of information that al-Suyuti offered in
this short preface. Although he supplied more material in various
places, al-SuyltI did not explain why he decided to write'this
abridgement, nor did he say anything about the subject itself.

Azhar al-Curiish was mentioned by Muhammad 1ibn ©Abd al-Baql as

one of the main sources of his book, al-Timz al-—manqﬁ'sh(l) It was

also listed by Hajji Khalifah in his‘Kashf‘El:gunﬁn(z)

The comparison of Azhar al-"urush with the originalrwork(s)

showed that al-Suyutl introduced several changes to the material

which vary from rearrangements to omissions and additions.

Rearrangements: al-SuyutI rearranged many of the traditions which

he decided to include in the abridgement. For example, under this

¢ :
heading, : s LY gt A___.o._l‘ U.s .)J_,L JS.B , he included

traditions from Chapters Two and Five of the original work(4) He

also subdivided some of the chapters and provided new headings for

(5)

these subdivisions "

(1) al-Tiraz al-manglish fT mahasin al-Hubiish, fol. 2a.

(2) G. Fluegel, ed,, vol. 1, p. 262.

(3) This is to refer tO.EEEF shan al-Hubshan, the subject matter

of this present thesis.

(4) ° See Azhar al-“uriish, fols. 6b-9b and text, pp. 13, 14, 20, 21,

22, 113, 116, 171, 172, 173.

(5) These new headings are: St UJ -A....DJ" |.._,..-J_,53 6 “..nJ*_ |d.n.i;3
SRV IUSEN ) YR PO R IS P | FET R WO WK < IR Dt |

See Azhar al-“urish

, fols. 3a, 10a, 32b, respectively. For a

comparison with the original work, see text, pp. 4-9, 24-27,

270-271, respectively,
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Omissions: As reducing the size of Raf® shan al-Hubshan was, of

course, the prime purpose of this abridgement, some parts of the
material were omitted. From the comparison referred to above the

following are the more important of these omissions.

The last section of Chapter Four and the first, third and

fourth sections of Chapter Seven were omitted completely(l)

A large part of the isnads in all traditions was omitted. 1In

- Azhar al—curﬁsh, al-SuylitI starts the isnad with a name of one of

those well known Muslim traditionists such as ibn Hanbal, ibn Abi
| Hatim, al-Hakim, etc.

In Chapter Five, which was designed to mention the famous
Abyssinian Muslims, some of the personalities were excluded. Of the

thirty-five personalities mentioned in the original work, only twenty

were included in the abridgement(z).

Finally, . the names of non-Muslims were struck off the list of

the names of the Qurayshite males who descended from Abyssinian

(3)

woman-slaves

Additions: The main areas where Azhar al-Curush contains material

not found in the original work are these:

1. The origin of the Abyssinians(d).

2. The vocabulary ‘from the Qur'’an which were claimed to be of

(1) See text, pp. 106, 274, 279, 280, respectively.

(2) See Azhar al-Curish, fols. 20b-21b.

(3) See ibid., fol. 32; text, pp. 277-279.

(4) Ibid., fols. 3a-6a.
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(1)

Abyssinian origin N

3. The poems and verses which were said in praise of the

(2)

Abyssinian élave—girls N

Besides the additions to these areas, al—SuyﬁPI provided three
(3)

sections with new headings .

However; although Azhar al-“urish seems in general not more

than an abridgement of Raf® shan al-Hubshan, it may complement it

in some aspects. This is, in fact, due to these additional materials

and topics which al-Suyuti introduced to the subject.

(1) In this section, al-Suyuti included all the vocabulary which

appeared in the original work and added eleven new words. See

Azhar aI—curﬁsh, fols. 12a-~l15a.

(2)  Ibid., fols. 32b-36b.

(3) These are:

Y lISl 8 . : Yo > '
6 ! l f—‘t""—"‘) ULJ.J|J_.>TA_._:AJ‘ LF._?... JSJ
see ibid., fol. 28b, 30a, 31a, respectively.
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f. Works Written after Raf Shan al-Hubshan

It seems that Kitab raf® shan al-Hubshan and its abridgement,

Azhar al-curﬁsh, were more popular than ibn al-Jawzi's book, Nur

al-ghabash. For instance, as will be seen, the authors of al-?iréz

El:mgggggg_lEg___g.al-hlsan, and al-Jawahir al-hisan have all

referred to these two works of al-Suyuti and quoted from them much

more than they did from Nur al-ghabash(l). Also, S. de Sacy, when

referring to South Arabia and Abyssinia, indicated Raf® shan

‘al-Hubshan as a work on the excellences of the Abyssinians. He gave

two extracts from it, but made no mention of Nur al-ghabash(z).

But what are the reasons for Kitab raf‘c shan al-Hubshan's

s ¥

popularity? Although these reasons may differ from one point of

(1) The author of al-Tiraz al-manqush in particular spoke highly of

Raf® shan al-Hubshan and Azhar al—cufﬁsh when he referred to

——— anssees ®

them in his preface. He wrote:
.1_;|_,.1J|t...;..| (U.J_,,J|U~_._,)r,‘_..aL._.u_..b\J4J|L_a_leSJ*“
sl oL ,._b,_J|w.>L>u|U..dJ.>Us*L>L,ﬁ..__.L..U:
a___,..Jl,.,yL.ch,__Jlqu_.,, O S I | ORIV S AT TN
&.._,,_. Lalast 3L ;.UI;,.,.J UL,_._..W wuu)\, ...g.m

...JJ..J\,%';SJlJJL_. o b casasal, sadl L l‘r_dc,lf.i PRV

(2) M. Le Baron Silvestre de Sacy, Chrestomathie Arabe, é vols., .

Paris, 1826, vol. 1, pp. 458-459.
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view to another in the cases of those individuals who were acquainted
wifh al-Suyﬁgf's book and that of ibn al-=Jawzi, the following points
could be considered as a. possible explanation, judging from our
previous study of both books:

a. As indicated béfOre, al—SuyEFT supplied new material on the
subject and rearranged most of the material which he had borrowed

from Nur al-ghabash to make it more appropriate to Raf® shan

al-Hubshan as a work devoted to the topic of the Abyssinians. This

appears to have made it more convenient to refer to al-Suyuti's
book or to its abridgement than to Nur al-ghabash.

b. As far as can be judged from the extant copies of Raf® shan

gl:ﬁubshﬁn-and those of Nur al-ghabash, it seems that the former has

always existed in a larger number of copies than the latter.

Besides, although Nur al-ghabash was abridged, this abridgement does

not seem to be as significant as Azhar al-“urtsh and appears to have

existed in a very small number of c0pies(1)

Cs Al—SuyG@I's fame as a scholar may also have contributed to

popularizing Kitab raf® shan al-Hubshan among many other of his works.

In his autobiography, al-SuyutI described how many students came from

far and wide to study under him and how his works and legal opinions

(fatawl) reached various parts of the Muslim world(z)

(1)

The manuscript consulted here has been procured from the

Manuscript Institute of the Arab League in Cairo (no. Rida

Rambur, 3626-f3033). It is a complete copy consisting'of'lﬁ

fols., including the title page.

(2)  al-Tahadduth, pp. 155-159.
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Al-Tiraz al-manqush fi mahasin al-Hubush, Rawnagq

al-hisan fi

fada’il al-Hubshan, and al-Jawahir al-hisan fi tarikh al-Hubshan are

three works written at different times after the date of al-Suyuti's

book, Raf® shan al—@ubshan(l). All of them dealt with the subject

of the Abyssinians and in each of them our book was used as one of

the main sources. In this section the study will be limited to
(2)

al-Tiraz al-manqush only ~’. At the same time, however, our

references to the two remaining works will provide some general
information about them. The reason for this is that the authors of
these works have, on the whole, fﬁllowed a very similar pattern and
their main topics are the same, so that the works convey the same

idea(s). Therefore, al-Tiraz al-manqush, as the first of these to

depend on al-Suyuti's book, and also in order to avoid the possi-

bility of repetition, was chosen to be an example of this group.

(1) For the dates of writing of these works, see below.
(2) For this work the reference will be to the Bodleian MS

(Bodleian Library, Oxford, no. Laud. Or. 120). It contains 64
fols. excluding the title page. For other MSS, see
Brockelmann,gék, vol. 2, p. 385; Suppl., vol. 2, p. 519.

(3). There is an exception concérning the topics of al-Jawahir

al-hisan which was written and published around the beginning

of this century A.D. The author made use of various printed

mattqrs, Encyclopaedias, Periodicals, etc., and provided, at

the beginning of the book, some useful geographical, political,

and historical information on Ethiopia.
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The Author

The author of this book is Abh al-Ma®3lT ©Al13a’ al-din
Muhammad b. “Abd al-Baql al-Bukharl al-MakkI. Unfortunately, the
biographical dictionaries in which he is mentioned do not tell us
anything more about him than included in his own book(l). Neither
the date of his birthnbr'the date of his death is known. However,
ibn “Abd al-Baql stated in ihe preface that he decided to write

his book during the year 991 A.H.(z). From his nisbah, al-Makki,

we understand that he had at least resided for a time in Mecca.
Also, he must have lived in Medina for some time as he himself
indicated that he was formerly a khatIb of Medina(s). In fact, it

is not clear from his statement nor from the biographical notices

on him whether he had held the official post as khatlb of the Holy
Mosque of Medina or he was only a public speaker or preacher in

this Mosque and in other places in Medina. Nevertheless, it seems
likely that- it was an official post since the word sabigan (li{l__u )
may give the impression that he had resigned or been removed.

Ibn cAbd al-Baql dedicated El:;irﬁz al-manqush to the Sharif

of Mecca, Husayn b. Hasan b. abi Numﬁry b. Barak'?a't(‘a). It is also

understood from ibn ©Abd al-Bagqi's words that he intended to present

(1) See, for example, Khayr al-din al-Zirikli, al-AClam, 10 vols.

in 5, Cairo, 1954-59, vol. 7, p. 54; Brockelmann, EI, new edn.,
vol. 1, p. 1296.

(2) al-Tiraz, fol. 1b.

(3) 1Ibid.

(4) 1Ibid., fols. 2a-4a.
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(1)

it to him . In his dedication, the author implied a keen desire

for a reward for his book. The larger part of the introduction is
filled with exaggerated pfaise and open adulation, obviously to win
the Sharif's favour. For example, he emphasized the Sharff;s
generosity and tried to shéw him a; a man able to bestow a_very
large amount ofmoney(a);‘ The author's purpose in dedicating his
book to the Sharif became mofé defined towards the end of the intfb-

ductionhwhen he stated that he did so because the1SharIf was always

distinguished for his generosity and his care for the men of
learning(a). Although this kind of dedication may not seem unusual
for that time, ibn ©Abd al-Baqi's strong but indiyegt appeal for
money could.possibly indicate that he did not receive a regular

income at that time or perhaps that he was experiencing some kind of

temporary financial difficulties.

Al-Tiraz al-manqush

%

'él:giraz al-manqush seems to be the Best known work of

this group (4). This 1is probably due to the multiplicity of

(1) Ibid., fol. 4a.
(2) Ibid., fol. 2b.

(3) 1Ibid., fol. 3b.

(4) For example, an extract from it, by Nur al-din b. cAlI‘al—@alabI
who died in 1044 A.H., was printed in Cairo in 1307 A.H. Also,
it was translated by M.'Weisweiler, Buntes Prachtgewand ...,.

Hanover, 1924. See Brockelmann, EI, new edn., vol. 1, p. 1296.
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(1)

coplies " °. While there are numerous manuscripts of al-Tiraz

'gizggggﬁgg:scattered over many libraries and private collections in

different parts of the world, the Rawnaq al-hisan of al-ZamzamI(Z).

as far as is known, appears to have existed in one manuscﬁipt.

Furthermore, in this manuscript, which is an autograph in 84 folios,

the first nine folios are defective(s). Al-Jawahir al-@isﬁn of

al-gifnf(d) was, of course, a different case since it was published
in 1321/1903 during the lifetime of the author(s). Noﬁadays copies

of this book, unfortunately, appear to be scarce(e)

(1) For example, in the British Library alone there are four copies

of this book; MSS nos. Add. 23348, Add. 6017, Or. 4634,

. Or. 3128.

By

(2) Khalifah b. abI al-Faraj b. Muhammad al-Zamzami al-Makki (died
sometime between 1062 and 1069 A.H.). See Muhammad Amin b.

Fadlallih al-Muhibbi,Khuldsat al-athar fI a®y@n al-garn al-hadi

AT GETESEEESSeMLEEEEE AR el GESEEESTEETETTEEeh G ) SEE—

cashar, 4 vols., Cairo, 1284 A.H., vol. 2, p. 132; Brockelmann,

GAL, vol. 2, p. 392.

(3)  The manuscript is preserved in the library of Anmbrosiana in

Italy, number X79 sup. (Griffini 40).

.(4) ' Ahmad b, Muhammad al-Hifni al-Qina’i (died sometimeraf£er
1321/1903). Brockelmann, Suppl., vol, 2, p. 927.

1(5) Pub. by Bulaq, Cairo, in.321 pages.

(6) According to the inter-library loan section in the main library
of ét; Andreﬁg Universitf;'iﬁere is no copy of this book

available for loan here in Britain. 1In Cairo, I was unable to

find any copy for sale.
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It has been indicated above that ibn CAbd al-Bagi was a former
khatib of Medina and that he dedicated his book to the Sharif of
Mecca and intended to present it to him. These might have been other

reasons for the popularity of al-Tiraz al-manqush.

In his book ibn €Abd al-Baqi followed the pattern estgblished

by ibn al-Jawzi and al-Suyuti. The book contains four chapters divided

into smaller sections. Each qf ﬁhe chapters and sections bears a
descriptive title. The origin of the Abyssinians; their virtues; the
Qur’anic verses and the prophetic traditions which relate to them;
the emigration to Abyssinia, and various kinds of poetry which have
been composed in their favour, are the main*topics of the book.
Unlike al-SuyutI, ibn “Abd al-Bagl tried from the beginning to
show his deep affection for the Abyssiniéns. He also seems to have
been anxious to make his book as readable as possible. He started
with a foreword in which he explained how he set -out to write ﬁhe
bQOk, gave én outline of its contents, and defined its purpose: to
prove the Abyssinians' merit and kindness(l). He prefaced the
chapters with a long introduction where he discussed the origin of
the Abyssiniaﬁs and that of al-s@dan in general among other relévant

(2)

matters . Both the foreword and the introduction were, in fact,
clear in showing the feeling of the author towards the subject. For

instance, ibn “Abd al-Baql spoke of the claés'difference between
people. He accepted the exiétence of a lower clas as a fact of life.

But he argued that being of an inferior class would not prevent a

(2) 1Ibid., fols. Sb-10a.
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slave or a freed slave (mawla) from becoming a noble and riéhteous

man and he mentioned the names of some Abyssinian slaves whé became
(1)

prominent Muslims . He also tried to comfort the people ascribed

to this class by citing some prophetic traditions which emphasize
that those believers who lived inferior lives, such as slaves and

servants (khuddam), would be rewarded generously in the future life(zz
m As indicatédﬂbefOre; the éubject matfer Sf thié book is the

5byssinians. Ibn cAbd‘ai-BEqI'cites the rele?ant works to provideh

information on them according to the topics mentioned above and

makes comments from time to time. In fact, these occasional

comments by the author represent an advantage his book has over

'552? shEnlgizyubshén. “Although ibn ©Abd al-Baqi's comments reflect

his great admiration and personal liking for the Abyssinians, they

are not free from rhetoric and evident exaggeration. To illustrate
‘this, we may give the following examples:

In his description of the Abyssinians as -lovable people the author

writes:

(1)  1Ibid., fol. la. =

(2) *Ibidn, f01S- 7b-8a-
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In the fiirst section of the fourth chapter, which is designed to |

describe some of the Abyssinian groups, ibn ©Abd al-Baql has this to

say about the Amhara people:

However, it is interesting to notice that the traits in the
Abyssinians'-character which were emphasized by ibn “Abd al-Baql, and
by ibn al-Jawzi before him, have also been observed by some modern

scholars. Both ibn al-Jawzl and ibn CAbd al-Baqi characterized the

Abyssinian people as courageous, kind, hospitable, and polite with a
(3)

sense of humour'~". In al-Tiraz al-manqish, ibn ©Abd al-Baql also

described them as dignified people(4). In modern times Ullendorff,
for example, gives his impression of the people and writes
"Ethiopians are proud people, yet at the same time they display a

courtesy and humility towards each other as well as towards strangers

that can be deeply moving"(s). On their generosity, he adds: "Of

(1) Ibid., fol. Qa. .

(2)  Ibid., fol. 41p.

(3) Eggbal—ghabash, fol. 9a; al-Tiraz, fol. 43b.

(4) See, for example, fol. 41b.

Edward Ullendorff, The Ethiopians, 3rd edn., London, 1973, p.‘44-
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. o

Ethiopian hospitality - generoﬁé';hd uﬂéalculatiﬁg‘- one cannot

speék too highiy; it retains somefhing of a Biblical and patriarchal
flavour. Friendéhip is greatly prized and'ﬁiliiﬁglftdff;feh ;:."(12
ﬁe'have another examplé'in*the writingé of C.TF; Rey who été%éé“that

politeﬁess and courtesy are striking characteristics of the

(2)

Abyssinians . He described the Abfssinians aé:“a.patfioticrand

(3)

intensely proud race" . He also writes: "Theyhére entirely |

uneducated, but possess a kéen sense of‘humoﬁf, ére very lbduacibus;
and are fond of litigation, in which they indulge freeiy"(d);
Obﬁiously these*Opinions were formed by experience, reéultingrfromu
direct contact with those p%ople. But even éo, one still finds it
difficult td see ho@ these chéracteristics coﬁld be'generélized“td
such an extent and with such assurance to combrise fhe:whole people.,

In his conclusion, ibn ©Abd al-Baql included what seems to be
a fiction to explain how the Abyssinians began the habit of
scarring their faces;'zilal-lucﬁg alma“rufati bil-éhurﬁy. The
author did not cite any reference but instead indicated that the

(5)

instance was reported by historians and story tellers' '. The

summary of what he wrote is as follows. In the old days, a king
from Yemen waged war against the Abyssinians thinking that they were

pagans. They protested and tried to convince him that they were

(1) 1Ibid.

'-

(2)  The Real Abyssinia, London, 1935, p. 39.

(3)  1Ibid., p. 41.

(4) Ibid.

(5) al-Tiraz, fol. 60b.
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believers. When the king demanded evidence to prove their claim
they provided it and he was satisfied. Before this king left their
country he ordered them to distinguish themselves from the pagans.
The Abyssinians then originated this custom of marking themselves
with some scars upon the face to meet the king's demand. Some of
them made only one scar upon the forehead, between the eyebrows,

(1)

while others made two other scars besides this, one on each cheek °.

Neither ibn al-Jawzl nor al-Suyuti provides any information on

this question. In Raf® shan al-Hubshan the only mention of the word

Ca

El:EESiEE (or1§1:555_1t(2)) came within the tradition which described

the poet Suhaym as L. L_g_.*.-.:- (3). As for the word shurut,
(4)

which is another term for these marks , 1t appeared in the singular

form, shart, in dhe of the verses of the poetry which al-Suyutil

(5)

cited in praise of Abyssinian slave-girls . Al-Qalqgashandi

referred to this custom vefy briefly when he was writing on the

kindom of Abyssinia and stated that it was practised by the
(6)

Abyssinians .

Of course, there is no way one can be sure of how the custom of

scarring the face originated. However, in the light of what some

(1) 1Ibid., 61b.

(2) Cf. al-Qamus al-muhit, vol. 2, pp. 374, 383.

(3) Text, p. 251.

(4) See above; cf. also Lexicon, Book I, pt. 4, pp. 1533-1534.

(5) Text, p. 273.

(6)  AbU al-CAbbas Ahmad b. €A17, Subh al2a“sha, 14 vols., Cairo,

1963, vol. 5, p. 303.
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anthropologists report, it seems reasonable to presume that this

custom, which still exists among many African tribes, was ancient.

According to those authorities, cicatrization(l) is practised by
tribes of different areas in Africa, not only on the face but also

on other parts of the body such as the back, the thorax, the
| (2)

abdomen, and the arms . It was reported, for example, that most of

the Nilotic tribes and many of those of West Africa practise this

custom(a). Among many of these tribes, the cicatrization is an

(4)

- occasion for a ceremony where dancing and rejoicing take place .

As for its purposes, it was observed that in some areas the

(5)

scars are regarded as enhancing the appearance of the person and

in some others scarring the face in various recognized patterns is

¢

(1) In this kind of operation a number of incisions is made on the
face, or whatever part of the body, to produce the scars (the
length and the number of the scars and the part of the body
vary from one tribe to another). .See C. G. Seligman and

Brenda Z. éeligman, Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, London,

1932, pp. 223, 263, 372.

(2) See ibid., pp. 72, 170, 223, 372; Walter Hutchinson ed.,

Customs of the World, 2 vols., London, 1913, vol. 2, pp. 725,

728, 736, 794, -

(3) Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, pp. 223, 391. Customs of

e R e e . . . N

(4)  Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, pp. 72, 170, 223-224.

(5) See Ibid., p. 72; Customs of the World, vol. 2, p. 736.




1 : :
meant to provide distinguishing tribal marks( ). It is possible

that the custom has also religious significance at least for some

: . (2)
tribes. For instance, amongst the pagan Bari-speaking tribes the

(3)
scarring of the girls' backs is a ceremony for the dry season o

(1) See Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, p. 170. Customs of the

world, vol. 2, pp. 794, 800.

(2)  On these tribes, see Pagan Tribes of the Nilotic Sudan, pp.

(3) See ibid., p. 263.
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