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s 
b 

t 

th 

kh 

d 

,; 
dh 

r 
Z 

LP s 

L� sh 

s 

damns + WSW =ü 
fatl}a + yä = ay 

fat1a + wow = aw 

a 
ýt 
ýz 

C 

gh 

f 

jq 

J 

Ji 

rm 

vn 

-t 

j tr 

LS 9 

fatha =a 

kasra =i 

danina =u 40 

fatha + alif "ä 

kasra + yo i 
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Preface 

The present edition of the work ý , ý. it 
a- t; 

is based on only one A MS. Although we have beca told 

that there is another, copy of it in Jedcl , Saudi 

Arabia, all attempts to obtain a copy of it have 

proved unsuccessful. 

The work is presented in 2 volumes: vol. T 

contains the introduction and the indices for the 

text, vo1. II, contains the text. 

My introduction to this work ccnsisis of four 

chapters the first vf which deals with describing 

the ISIS, the copyist, and the orthography. The 

second chapter deals with the author, his name, his 

life, his intellectual background and his other 

works. The third chapter is a critical study of 

the author's theory of the caliphate and his chapter 

"The court of the King". The fourth chapter con- 

stitutes an introduction to the historical section 

of the I-IS. 



IF. 

In editing this work I have tried to preserve 

the original reading of the text wherever possible. 

When there is strong evidence of error the text 

has been emended and the original reading recorded 

in a footnote. 

As there are a number of orthographicall. 

phenomena which follow a single pattern throughout 

the work, and which are too frequent to be mentioned 

in the footnotes, I have dealt with these in a 

separate section. In handling these I have 

followed the usage of modern Arabic orthography. 

There are also a number of interlinear 

and marginal notes in the text which will be referred 

to as Int., Mar., respectively. The figures which 

appear in the margin of this edition refer to the 

folio numbers of the I-IS. 



X. 

I have provided an index of the names of 

persons mentioned in the text, of place names, 

Qur'änic verses, lýiuhammadan traditions, books 

mentioned by the author, and list of the contents 

of the text. These indices will be attached to 

the introduction in vol. I, 

The text consists of two main parts: the 

theory of the caliphate and a history of the rulers 

of Mecca during the period 597/1009 A. H - 1200/1600 

A. D. Particular importance is given to the later 

part because of its contribution to the history of 

Mecca, which has suffered neglect at the hands of 

Muslim historians. The fact that this history of 

Mecca was written by a native of Mecca who also 

enjoyed a high posil, -ion in the social and religious 

life of Mecca adds to its value and credibility. 



I. 

Part One: 

Introduction to the MS and the text. 

Chaot'er Cne: 

Description of the MS 

1- The I-IS. 

2- The copyist and orthography. 



2. 

9 

1- The MS 

The present edition of the book JY.. Jl EL, " 

-*Y.; Jl is based on manuscript No. 4595 in the 

Chester Beatty library in Dublin. 

This MS was noted and briefly described in his 

hand. iist of the Arabic MSS in the Chester Beatty 

library, 
(1) 

by the late Professor A. J. Arberry 

who maintains that no other copies appear to 

be recorded. 

al-Zirikli, however, mentioned that he 

himself had seen a copy of the same work in the 

private library of Shaikh Muhammad Surr al-Sabbän, 

a well-known figure in Saudi Arabia, addinc.; that 

(1) A. Arberry, A handlist of the Arabic MSS.. 

in the Chester Beatty library, 

Dublin, 1963, vol. VI, p. 29. 



3. 

it was in an illegible condition with many 

mistakes 
(ýý. 

It has proved impossible to see or obtain 

a copy of this MS for comparison purposes, as 

the Keeper of the private library of Shaikh al- 

Sabbän maintains that the MS appears to have 

been mislaid. 

al-Zirikli's failure to provide further 

information on this MS prevents us from knowing 

whether or not it is the original which al- 

Tabari presented to the Sharif Hasen Ibn Abi 

Numayy 

(1) a1-Zirikli, al-A`15m, Cairo, 1954--59, 

vol. 10, p. 130. 

4.0 'Lt 

ö . tom.; c;, 
l-.... cý1 ý 

(2) Text pp. 10-11. 



ý. 

Our present MS measures 29.2 x 19.7 cm., 

contains 249 folios of 21 lines each, with 

approximately 13 words in the line. It is 

written in an exellent naskh hand with full 

pointing and occasional vocalisation. The MS 

seems to have been preserved in a very good 

condition. 

The original copy was completed in the 

year 1009 A. H / "1600 A. D., (1) 
while transcript- 

ion of the present copy was completed by the 

copyist on the 4th of Rabic 1,1101 A. H/ 16 Dec., 

1689 A. D., 
(2) 

thus there is a difference of 

approximately 90 years between the two. 

(1) Text p. 680 

(2) Ibid., p. 680 



5. 

This MS seems to have been owned by a 

number of people, as is indicated by the dates 

on folio 1a: 

1161 (A. H) / 1748 A. D. 

1219 (A. H) / 1804 A. D. 

1304 (A. H) / 1886 A. D. 
(1) 

With each date there were originally comments 

which have been erased by a later hand of un- 

known identity, which makes it impossible to 

establish the identities of those owners and 

the nature of their comments. 

Although substantial evidence as to the 

motive of this erasure is not available it is 

clear that for some reason it was found desir- 

able to obliterate the names of the previous 

owners of the I-IS. This impression is supported 

by the observation that it was probably the 

(1) See folio Ia. 
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same person who rubbed out the words AHj 

(_-JLA: from the front folio of the MS(c) and 

whenever else the word c-+3ý occurs. 

One of those who worked on the PIS has made 

certain marginal and interlinear corrections 

adding to his corrections the word C__o, and 

sometimes C�. 0 C,,, . He is unidentified in 

the MS. However, all such alterations and corr- 

ections are indicated in our footnotes. 

The scribe also seems to have checked the 

I-IS after writing it, making some corrections 

himself, which will-be dealt with in another 

section 
(2) 

There is at the foot of every right page 

of each folio of the MS the first word of the 

next ds 6 catchword. 

(1) See -olio 18. 

(2) See pp. 14-28. 
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There are no significant grammatical errors 

in the MS, and since only one copy of the work 

is available it is impossible to say whether 

the correct grammar is to be attributed to al-Tabari 

himself or to the scribe of this work. 

This MS (Dublin) has been also noted by 

a number of writers and biographers, among them 

al-Baghdädi (Ismä`il Amin) in his book "Idäh 

al-Maknün fl-l-dhayl `alä Kashf al-Zunün", vol. 2, 

p. 646 (1). He mentions it again in his "Hadiyyat 

al-"Arifin, AsmV al-P'Iu' allifin wa . thär al- 
Musannifin", vol. 1, p. 600 (2), 

giving it the 

(1) a1-Baghdädi; ur n ý; -, 
S y_ ý1ý urn Jý al =t 

Istanbul, 1945. 

(2) al-Baghdädi, "x. ,. 11>Lºý v. ýl:. Jý ̀ 1.... 1 vý>1. J1 ä.., ý ' 

Istanbul, 1951. 
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following title: 

&, u- I 
(+ , aowl ý. 1...,::.. äiýl... Jl A 

.... 
A 

al-Shawkani in an entry on al-Tabari 

has mentioned this work among his compositions 
(ý), 

The work is also mentioned by Ibn Ma`süm 

in his work "Anw r al-Rabi" 
(2) 

(1) al-Shawkiini, Muhammad 

"al-Badr 

al- am 

1929, vi 

Ibn `Ali, 

al-Täli` min Ba`d 

al-Säbi` ", Cairo, 

: )l. It p. 371. 

(2) Ibn Ma`süm, `Ali Ibn Ahmad, 

"Anwär al-Rabic fi Anwä ` 

al-Bad! `". 

(A MS in Berlin, No. 7384 

in Ahlwardt's Verzeichniss 

der arabischen Handschriften 

der königlichen Bibliothek 

zu Berlin, Berlin, 1887-99)" 
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It is mentioned by C. Snouck Hurgronje 

who maintained that he was not able to find a 

copy of it in existing libraries M 

The author completed 
11 

his work on Sunday 

13th of Shawwäl 1009 A. H : 

ry. __-JI awl J---cj �, ,. i AU;. Jt_; 

: 'J I 

CM J' '-p 

II4. U I J- 1,. 
_ZýW 

1, 
, rl 3.1 tL_, 

l 

(1) Hurgronje, "Qatädah's policy of isolation 

of the Hijäz" 

(In "A volume of Oriental Studies 

presented to T. G. Browne". 

Edited by T. W. Arnold, and R. A. 

Nicholson, Cambridge, 1922) 

PP. 1139-44. 



AWO 

00JJ, 1. j+ 
V 

p-^ 
I J-j 19 

JIB sj. --; s 1.4 Jjw l .. t -. ' ý. ý. ý.. o 

(1) " , i. _J v' ... _... _.: ý- 

According to al-Tabari himself he presented 

it to the ruler of Mecca at the time, al-Hasan 

. Ibn Abi Numayy in Dhu al-ga`dah 1009 A. H 
ý2ý. 

In the year 1012 A. H / 1603 A. D., al-Tabari 

wrote a supplement to his main work in 8 folios, 

in which he wrote a short history of the Sharif 

Abu Talib Ibn Hasan Ibn Abi Nunayy, who cane 

to Mecca after his father. He also included in 

it an account of an incident which took place 

(1) Text p. 680. 

(2) Ibid., supplement p. 683. 
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ý1 
e . L�___. __ý e .Jt 

j_-' 

J', -_. ksj. _.,;. c. ,. _.. Jt J, LJº . tom `! º ä.. ý. - 

1) " ci 1 a.,.. t.,,,.,; d. 

According to al-Tabari himself he presented 
. 

it to the ruler of Mecca at the time, al-Hasan 

. Ibn Abi Numayy in Dhu al-ga`dah 1009 A. H 
ý2ý. 

In the year 1012 A. H / 1603 A. D., al-Tabari 

wrote a supplement to his main work in 8 folios, 

in which he wrote a short history of the Sharif 

Abü Tälib Ibn Hasan Ibn Abi Numayy, who cane 

to Mecca after his father. He also included in 

it an account of an incident which took place 

(1) Text p. 680. 

(2) Ibid., supplement p. 683. 
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between him and a man called Ibn cÄtiq who was 

the wazir of the Sharif Hasan ibn Abi Icumayy. 

This supplement is attached to his main 

work, and was written by the sane copyist as 

the main work. 
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2- The copyist and the orthography 

The copyist of the present MS as given 

is: 

I--%- cx 'PAW, JL-c 

w 

There does not seem to be available any 

further information about him. However, he 

gives the date on which he finished his trans- 

scription of the work as falling in the year 

1101 A. H / 1689 A. D., from which is knot'; nthe 

approximate period during which he lived. 

It is evident that he himself must have 

read the work after copying it, making corrections 



13. 

to the mistakes he seems to have made. In 

his corrections he uses over the incorrect word 

the letter --. L, which represents the Arabic 

word &.. (mistake), and in the margin he gives 

the correct reading adding the letter $ 

which represents the word C.. -. * (correct) 

On other occasions he uses the word 

(clarification) in the margin stating what should 

be the reading 
(2). 

His orthography is generally good with the 

exception of words in which hamza () is 

involved. He does not, however, follow a general 

rule as regards the writing of these words, 

using different forms when he writes a word 

which usually needs a hamza. 

(1) For example see folio 125 a. 

(2) For example see folio 21 a. 
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But in most cases where it would 

nowadays usually be employed he does not supply 

the hamza. 

There are certain words in which he puts the 

hamza according to modern usage 
(1), 

and on 

occasions he supplies it but in an incorrect 

position 
(2) 

. In many cases he uses the -. ý 

instead of the hamza t3), and sometimes he in- 

cludes both c 
(4) It appears that in many 

words where hamza is required he also uses as 

a sign of the existence of the hamza this sign 
(5), 

although it is generally used for modda. 

Remarkably, there are certain words which 

he repeats, sometimes on the same page, with a 

different form of writing each time (6). 

(1) See p. 20. 

(2) P. 19. 

(3) P. 16" 

(4+) p. 18. 

(5) P. 17. 
(6) p- 21. 
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However, in the following tables a number 

of examples of each case with their modern read- 

ing are given in order to provide a full picture 

of the copyist's orthography. 

Table I- Examples of words where he does not 

supply the hamza where it is usual : 

N 

C orrect I Folio I MS 

t^.. -yj lb/6 L. -I. J 

X1.,,, 11, lb/6 t.... 11 

CLRR11 2b/6 L. 1t 

I; Lt 7a/20 

ýL.. ý. 7b/1 Lam. 

"t. 1t 118/11 l. J_ýJI 

ölt 128a/ Y+ öttýll 

ý,;; i. 134b/13 tea. 
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Table 2- Examples of his usages of 

instead of the hamza : 

Correct 

J-_.: 16 

1--rar` L. --. 

ýyº 
ä:. 

ý w 

Folio 

lb/7 

5b/21 

6a/19 

6b/12 

12-0/13 

148a/10 

157a/20 

224a/4 

157a/20 

IMS 

a. ". 01 

4., --. 
L6 

Z., 
- 

L-LWA 

IW 

I 

r 
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Table 3- Examples of the words in which 

he puts this sign where hemza should have 

been applied : 

Correct Polio 

9 2a/12 

sýýý 

s Lý 

" 
ýý J_ýy 

41 1 

`ý-r'ýýý 

U-ý'" 

aL... l 

L,,; 1 J 

2b/15 

4b/12 

112a/17 

108a/9 

1 05b/13 

107a/15 

I' Ga/21 

215b/21 

230a/16 

ID'S 

Li 

4f__"I 

V 

%J_; yI 

I, 

yf-4 

L.. tJ 

I 
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Table 4- Examples of words in which he 

applies both hamza and _: : 

Correct Folio 

ä--ýý 6a/13 

6b/15 

go/12 

ý.; L> y 

f..,. ß: 1,.,,. 1; 

ýý 

110b/14 

Illb/6 

1148o/10 

MS 

i ýý, 
=- . T- 

I:. 
__ 

4.. lt. - V 

tIr 

r`--: 200b/13 r-` --' 

1658/19--ýý 
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Table 5- Examples of words in which he 

actually supples the hamzi but puts it in an 

unusual position : 

(Correct I 
Folio 

I 
MS 

28a/21 ý-- `I 

ýI ß6a/7 

,, y-. Jl 140b/11 (5 

yýl 20b/19 ý-ý"I 

31b/12 ýsý"ý 

L. l l; 4b/10 

ä- . 
hl 110b/10 

ýIrsyl 160a/8 ri-s `yl 
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Table 6- Examples of words in which he 

applies the hamza where it is usually required : 

Folio I MS 

4b/5 

2b/6 

39b/20 

los/4 

107b/15 

10l b/4 t... l 

161a/6 ýýý 

225b/ß I "Ls-'"" 
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Folio 

Table 7- Examples of the words with hamza 

which he repeats twice each time in different 

form : 

(2) 
ills 

(1) 

Folio I is 

10a/8 

44b/11 

27b/3 

10a/17 

20b/2 

4b/12 

1C4a/10 

151b/7 

105b/4 

105b/4 

161a/12 

L.... - 

`LJ1 

Lam, i 

cI 

`yam 

9a/12 . 

48b/19 U"j, 

27b/3 &s1A 

101b/2 j1,. .J 

20b/2 

lb/6 

195x/2 "1_: l 

236b/1 4-44;.; 

2b/15 ý,.... i 

4b/'i 2 

39b/20 
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Table 8- Examples of words in which alif 

is involved which occur in different forms when 

repeated. However, the occurrence of the varying 

forms of these words is very much less frequent 

than that of words in which hamza is involved : 

C2) 

Folio r 

8b/6 

39b/21 

380/10 

7'+b/l+ 

142b/6 

(1) 

Folio 
I 

ms 

ýýý 

vý ý-ý' 

iýý 

tS`J 

i 

l 8b/20 

42b/20 

39a/12 

74b/3 

l42a/14 

"Viii 

v J. )Li' 

L-r, -I 

ä-: e U. 
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In certain words the copyist repeats a 

particular letter minuscule above that letter 

and sometimes underneath it. This presumably 

is meant to be a clarification of that letter. 

Examples of these forms are as follows : 

Folio I ms 

77b/20 

56b/17 

56a/14 aý-%---ý 

558/21 

15l b/15 

35r/ 

139a/17 



24. 

CHAPTER TWO 

THE AUTHOR: 

1- His name. 

2- His nisbss. 

3- His background. 

k- Eis death. * 

5- His works. 
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1- The author's name 

The author gives his name in the present 

work as 
0 

(1) 
_____ ' 

But al-Muhibbi, onL of his biographers, has 

provided us with his full name in his book 

"Khuläsat al-Athar"(2) as: 

UJ I 
. LL 

c r----ý . aJ i , tJ 1 
cs-- °ý in CM 

r-, ̂  

Jr. I I). I 

I:, -_.. `'_"'° C.; fe Ir cx -9___ c, - crib-' c. -., l 

&-. 'ý- I C, - cr-. p o... -L-. 1ýPA J.. 0 C', LJo 

(1) Text p. 680 

(2) al"-Muhibbl, Muhammad Amin, "Khuläsat 

al-Athar fl A`y n al-r? arn 

al-Hsdi Asher" 

Beirut, no date, vol. 2, p. 457. 
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cx, ýý I C"., ., 

L. Jlb 

or 
cejl 

J1 I ýý. J1 

There is no disagreement between those 

biographers and writers who have mentioned al- 

Tabor! about his name, with the exception of 

two: Ahlwardt in his catalogue of Arabic : ISS 

in Berlin (1) 
, gives al-Tabari's name, under 

one of his works (ITo. 7381)9 as 

eg 
, 

ein jýýe Cx . JJWI J.. A 

A. Ningana, in his "Catalogue of Arabic I"ISS in 

the John-Rylands library" 
(2) 

also gives al-labari's 

name as: 

t-< eC1c.. ire -i--ý'r irs J -JW 
I -.. t 

" 
wd' i"_ Iy , "y1 

(1) Ahlwarlt, op. cit., vol. 6, p. 459. 

(2) Manchester, 1934 under I"IS No. 446. 
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Thus, it appears that the disagreement is 

about al-Tabari's great-grandfather, whose name 

all other biographers and writers who wrote about 

al-Tabari say was rt& , whereas Ahlwardt 

and Mingana maintain that it was 

However, there is no reference to an Abü Bakr 

as son of %.: ý while the name of the 

father of ý_ , al-Tabari's grandfather, 

has been traced. 

al-Sakhäwi mentioned al-Tabari's grand- 

father as one of his students giving his name as: 
(1) 

ar 

According to this it seems most likely that the 

correct name of al-Tabari's great-grandfather 

was 

(1) al-Sakhäwi, Muhammad Abd al-Rahmän. 

"al-Dau' al-Lärm` bi-Ahl al-garn 

al-Tasi` 

Beirut, 1966, vol. 10, p. 262, 

No. 1046. 
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There remains the possibility that: ;0 

as given by Ahlwardt and rlingana is in fact 

Mukarram's kunya. 
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2- His nisba 

The author has four nistos the first of 

which is al-Husayni : it is most likely that he 

was named, after al-Husayn Ibn `Ali Ibn Abi T lib, 

from whom he is supposed to have been descended. 

The second nisba is al-Tabari : it is by 

this nisba that his family and himself were 

called, but it has been impossible to establish 

how this came to be used by his family. It 

seems, however,. probable that his fr-:. lily might 

have originated in Tabaristän 
(1 ý 

and got the name from there as the nisba Tabari 

is generally taken as referring to Tabari:. tän 

(1) Yäqüt, Ibn cAbd Al13h, Mu ̀ jars al-Býuld6n, 

edited by F. Wuestenfeld, Leipzig, 

1868, vol. 3, p. 501. 



«2 0 

where as Tabaräni is the more usual form for 
N-1-1 0 

those from Tabariyyah ýý 
ä erb 

(2) 

His third nisba is al-Shäfi`i: this nisba 

derives fro; his belonging to the Shäfi`i school 

of jurisprudence. 

The fourth nisba is al-Makki which derives 

fror his fathers'ha. ving settled in Mecca. 

(1) Ibn al-Athir, a1-Lubgb fi Tahdhib al-Ans b, 

Cairo, 1949, vol. 2, p. 80. 

(2) YFqüt, ibid., p. 501. 
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3- His background : 

al-Tabari was born in : iecca on the 27th 

of Safer 976 A. H / 22.8.1568 A. D. ýýý. 

As al-Tabori', s family had been involved in learn- 

ing and had held high position in religion; 

al-Tabarl's upbringing led him to the same in- 

terests. He learnt the Qur'än by heart when he 

was 12 years of age, and according to his bio- 

graphe: o al-Nuhibbi he attended lectures-of the 

most famous scholars of his time in Mecca, and 

was recognized as very promising. However, to 

form a satisfactory idea of his intellectual 

background we shall quote part of what al-Muhibb! 

says about him on this matter :I 

(ý) al-Muhibbi, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 457. 
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From the number of lectures al-Tabari 

attended, and the number of scholars he studied 

under, it seems evident that he was an industrious 

pupil as. he appear: to have been interested in 

very mcny subjects varying from tradition to 

medicine. 

Muhammad Umar al-Husäni, the editor of one of 

al-Tabari's books, says in his introduction : 

(1) Ibiý. , vol. 2, pp. 457-8. 
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Later, al-Tabari became' the Mufti of 

Mecca, the Shäfi`i judge, the leader of prayers, 

and a preacher in the Holy Mosque in : ecca 
(2) 

al--Tabari was on friendly terms with the 

Sharif of Mcccau at that time, Hasan Ibn Abi 

Numayy, and he composed a number of poems in 

praise of him. He also dedicated most of his 

books to him, some of which he mentioned in 

his present work 
(3). 

The present work was 

also dedicated to the Sharif and presented to 

him personally 
(4) 

0 

(1) al-Husän3, The introduction of "`Uyün 

al-Masg'il fi A`y5n a1-Raso 'i1" 

By `Abd al-Qädir al-Tabari, 

Cairo, 1898, p. 1. 

C2ý Ibid., p" 1. 

(3) Tt'-ct, p. 672. (4+) Text, supp., p. 683. 
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al-Tabari used to receive payments for that 

from the Sharif, as he openly admitted 

nevertheless the Sharif Hasan used to respect 

him a great deal, according to al-Shawk3ni : 

L 4. ,P 4- 
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(1) Text, supp., p. 683 

(2) ol-8hawk9ni, op. 
-cit., 

1, pp. 371-2. 
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4- The author's death 

al-Tabari died on the ist of Shawwäl 
. 

1033 A. H / 1623 A. D., fraa what appears to be 

the result of frustration and humiliation. On 

the day he died it was the end of the Feast of 

Fast -Breaking (`Td al-Fitr) in Mecca, and hewas 

supposed to lead the prayers and conduct he 

traditional sermon, but the Ottoman 511 of 

Yemen, who was in Mecca at the time, ordered 

him not to, and asked the Hanefi judge to take 

his place 
(1). It is possible that al-Tabari 

regarded this action as an intolerable humiliat- 

ion. The mystery which surrounds the circum- 

stances of his death on the same day could 

suggest that the events were linked. 

al-Tabari was then 54 years of age. 

(1) Brockelmonn, op. cit., 2, pp. 496-7. 
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5- al-Tabari's works; 

al-Tabari wrote a number of books, some . 

of which are mentioned in the present work 
(1). 

Some of his works are not extant as far as is 

known, and others &re scattered in various 

libraries all over the wor 

are preserved in libraries 

Manchester (3), Mecca 
(4) 

, 
the India Office (6). The 

(7) Dublin 

ld. MSS of al-Tabari 

of Berlin 
(2) 

, 

Ambrosiana (5), 
and 

present MS lies in 

(1) Text p. 672. 

(2) Ahlwardt, op=. , MS No. 7381- 

(3) Mingana, op.. 
ccit., 

MS No. 446. 

(4) Harem Library ISMS No. 16. F. 12. 

(5) Munajjid, S. "Catalozue des manuscrits arabesde 

l'Ambrosiana de Milan", 

Le Caire, 1960, MS No. D. 282. 

(6) Levy, R. "ý'atalogue of the Arabic MSS in the 

library of the India Office", 

London, 1937, vol. 2, Fiqh, MS No. 1891. 

(7) Arberry, A. J. OD, cit., vol. VI9 MS No. 4595. 
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Such of his works as are mentioned in 

the catalogue of Arabic MSS, or elsewhere, are 

listed here. Full information is given regarding 

the references to the works and their location 

with the relevant shelf marks. -Some indication 

of subject matter is also given whenever possible. 
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A commentary on the Magsürah of Ibn 

Durayd. There is a copy of this work in the 

John Rylands library in Manchester No. 446 ('). 

al-Tabari probably refers to this book in his 

present work as one of the books he presented 

to the Sharif Hasan Ibn Abi Nunayy, but he 

refers to it as 
(2) 

1- Brockelmann, GAL 2, supp., p. 509. 

2- al-Nuhibbi, op. cit., 2, p. k59. 
. 

3- al-Shawkäni, OD. cit., 1, p. 371. 

(1) Mingana, op. cit. , under I'IS No. 446. 

(2) Text p. 672. 
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Z-etý-ý I -Di .- li 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyvat, vol. 1, p. 600. 

2- Kahhälah, I"iu'cjam al-r1u'allifin, vol. 5, 
so _ 

P" 303. 

r--- tri cm-bL-11 (r) 

According to al-Baghdädi, al-Tabari wrote 

this book when the Ottoman Sultan Murk wanted 

to go on pilgrimage to t"Ilecca. 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, vol. 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, , vol. 1, p. 68. 
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1- al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, Id5h, 1, p. 68. 
0 

3- al-Muhibbi, op. cit., 2, p. 459. 

L 

There is a copy of this work kept in the 

Harare Library in Mecca under No. 16. F. 12. 

1- a1-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

L1 (1) 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 
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1- al-Baghdädi, Hiadivyat, 1, p. 600. 

(3' ): )AJt (A) 

According to al-Tabari himself this book 

is about the history of the rulers of Mecca 

before the time of the Sharif Qatädah 
(1). 

1- al-Baghda- ft- di, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Ideen, Id5h, 1, p. 404. 

3- "a1-riuhibbi, o2. cit., 2, p. 459. 

-- al-Shawkani, on, cit., 1, p. 371. 

(1) Text p. 37 
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I- al-Baghdäd3, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, Idäh, 1, p. 455. 

3- Ibn Ma ̀stun, OD, ccit., 
folio. 372s. 

4- Sarkis, J. E. p. 1231 (1). 

L-1 619311 &. f,. ý -ul` Jº j äJLV (º. ) 

al-Tabari mentioned this work, as one of 
(2) 

the books presented to Sharif Hasan 

(1) "Nu ciam a1-NatbUc8t" Cairo, 1928-30. 

(2) Text p. 672. 



44. 

JL t, -J t J, L, - or, j . l,!: iI&( il ) 

A tract arguing in favour of the possible 

lawfulness of the use of tobacco. 

There is a copy of this work in the India 

Office Library under No. 1891. Reuben Levy 

maintains that no other copy appears to br noted('). 

1- al-Baghdadi, Hadiy at, 1, p. 600. 

j. S J-, - LJt J_ ("" ) "IA 

1- al-BaghdUdi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, Idäh, 2, p. 22. 

3- al-Muhibbi, op. cit., 2, p. 459. 

ýý) Reuben Levy, loc. cit., vol. 2, Figh. p. 330. 
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al-Tabari mentions this work among the books 

he presented to the Sharif Hasen ýýý. 

-L c, --- ( it ) 

This work is also mentioned by al-Tabor! 

in his present work 
(2)" 

JLý'`1ý u=ýýýy " 
L% cr"%ýrJý ( 10 ) 

According to a1-IvIuhibbi, this work is a 

treatise in which al-Tabari'comnented on tha 

Qur'änic verse: ,;. j &Uº 

1- al-Baghdädi, idäh, 2, p. 97. 

2- al-Muhibbi, o]2,, cit., 2, p. 459. 

(1) Text p. 672. 

(2) Ibid., p. 672. 

(3) Qur'än, sürah XXXIII, 33. 
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dp L1Jý. 1:, äý. ýJ 1 ß--1L (11) 

A copy of this work is to be found in 

Berlin (1). In Ahlwardt's Catalogue it is 

written 1__ 
instead of ', _k 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, Idäh, 2, p. 97. 

3- Brockelmann, GAL, 2, p. 496. 

4- Ibn -Ma ̀süm, o2. cit., folio. 372a. 

5- al-Nuhibbi, OD. ccitt., 
2, p. 459. 

6- al-Shawkäni, op. Cit., 1, p. 371" 

bL-. 
vJ% uý, C% it 4-LL-31 v3-ß (iy'). 

This book was published in Cairo in-1898, 

edited by Mühsmmad al_-Hus3mi 
(2). 

(1) Ahlwardt, op. cit., MS No. 7381. 

(2) cAbd al-Qädir a1-Tabari, `Uy n al-Masi 

min A`y n al-Rasä'il, 

Cairo, 1898" 
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al-Tabari also mentions it among his 

other books which he presented to the Sharif 

Hasan (ýý. 

1- al-Beghdädi, H_adiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Brockelmann, GAL, supp., 2, p. 509. 

3- al-Iyiuhibbi, opcit., 2, p. 458. 
. 

4- al-Zirikli, op. ccit., 
4, p. 168. 

Us jwI (l A 

There is a copy of this work in the 
(2) library of Ambrosiana No. D. 282 . 'ý 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Iden, Idäh, 2, p. 359. 
.. 

3- Kahhälah, op. cit., 5, p. 303. 

4- al-Muhibbi, 'OD, ' cit., 2, p. 459. 

(1) Text p. 672. 

(2) Tiunajjid, op. cit., p. 40. 
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I- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyyat, 1, p. 600. 

2- Iden, idäh, 2, p. 368. 

3- Brockeliann, GAL, 2, supp., p. 509. 

4- hahhälah, op. cit., 5, p. '303. 

ý. ý. ýi cv rye %ý (t . 

A commentary on part of the D3wän of al- 

Mutanabbi. This work is also mentioned by a1-Tabari 

as being among the books which have been presented 

to the Sharif Hasan, but he refers to it ez: 

(i )( 
ý-ý: ýJ1 0IN i C. O. °-" C.., -~' ) 

1- al-Baghdädi, Hadiyybt, 1, p. 600. 

2- Idem, Idgh, 2, p. 379. 
. 
tea 

3- Brockelmann, GAL, 2, supp., p. 509. 

4- al-Muhibbi, oD, cit., 2, p. 459" 

(1) Text p. 672. 
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CHAPTER THREE : 

Introduction to al-Tabari's theory 

of the caliphate : 

Section a). 

The theory of the caliphate. 

J 

Section b) 

The court of the King. 
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Section a) 

The theory of the caliphate. 

Although al-Tabari wrote his theory of 

the caliphate, in the 10th century (Muh. era), 

he kept, to what had been considered to be the 

orthodox theory which was known in the third 

century. 

In comparing his work with that of ei- 

MFwardi "Ordinances of Government" 
(1), 

and 

with that of Abü Ya`lä al-Forrä 
(2), 

who also 

wrote on the, subject, we, find that they are in 

agreement on most of-the principles of the theory. 

There are, however, some points on which they 

differ, and this is particularly noticeable in 

the qualifications each of them lays down for 

the candidates for the caliphate. 

(1) Abü sl-Hasan, al-Mäwardi, al-Ahkäm al-Sultäniyya)i, 

Cairo, 1960. 

(2) Muhammad al-FarrZT, al-Ahkäm a1-Sult3niyyah, 

edited by Muhammad Hamid al-Fagi, 

Cairo, 1938. 
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a1-Mäwardi, asks for seven conditions to 

be fulfilled: (ý ý 

1- He must be morally beyond cavil. 

2- He must be possessed of such knowledge as will 

enable him to pass judgment personally on 

questions of government that will present 

themselves to him. 

3- His hearing, speech and sight must be unimpaired. 
4- He must enjoy soundness of limbs. 

5- He must possess the judgment and the experience 

necessary for the conduct of affairs.. 
6- He must show the courage and energy required 

to protect the Där al-Isläm and to fight the 

enemy. 

7- He must be descended from Quraysh, the clan 

of the Prophet. (2) 

(1) al-Mäwardi, op. , p. 6. 

(2) The translation is that of G. von Grunebaum, 

in his book "Medieval Islam", Chicago, 1947, 

p" 158. 
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Abü Ya `lä lays down four conditions for 

the some candidate 

1- He has to have the qualifications of a gädi. 

2- He must be a descendant of Quraysh. 

3- He must be capable of waging wars and con- 

ducting affairs. 

4- He must be pre-eminent in knowledge and 

religion. 

al-Tabari, on the other hand, demands nine 

qualifications to be met : 
(2) 

1- He must be possessed of such knowledge as 

would enable him to take independent' 

decisions. 

2- He must 

3- He must 

k- He must 

5- He must 

6- He must 

7- He must 

possess `adälah. 

be of good judgment. 

possess courage. 

be a descendant of Quraysh. 

be mentally fit. 

be of full age. 

(1) Abü YaC19, op. cit., p. k. 

(2) Text PP. 55-56. 
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8- He must be of male sex. 

g- He must be a free man. 

They all insist that the Caliph must be 

a descendant of Qura ysh, which they consider to 

be most important, but on some other requirements 

they differ. 

al-M wardi's requirement number six, 

which is that the candidate must possess courage 

and energy, does not seem to be required by 

Abü Ya`lä, while al-Tabari considered it'one of 

the qualifications, 

al-Tabari's requirement number 8, the nec- 

essity for the candidate to be'of male sex, is 

not explicitly required although assumed b, 

either Abü Ya`lä or al-Mäwardl. al-iiäwardi'a 

requirements nunbers3,4 are not required by 

either Abü Ya'li; or al-Tabari. 

In addition to Number 8 al-Tabari demands 

three qualifications ol-Mäwardi does not seem 

to, demand; these are: the candidate must be of 

full age, mentally fit, and a free man. 
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Political motives are not immediately 

discernible behind al-Tabari's account of the 

qualifications for a candidate ---Caliph, because 

he was not committed to accommodating any part- 

icular Caliph and thus avoided political in- 

volvement. It may thus be assumed that his main 

object was to produce what he considered to be 

an ideal theory of the caliphate. 

Because al-Tabari was from the Shäfi` i 

school, he was more in agreement with al- 
M wardi, who belonged to the same school, than 

with Abü Ya`15, who was a :: anbali, 

al-Tabari might, however, have been in- 

fluenced by Abü Ya Clä, as far as his theor7 of 

the caliphate is concerned, because al-Tabari 
(has traced the authority for Abü YaClä's book 

"al-Ahkän al-Sultäniyyah" down to Abü Ya`lä 

himself. Here we quote what `Abd al-Sattär 

al-Dahlawi, whose chain of authority for 

"al-Ahkam al-Sult'niyyah" includes al-Tabari, 
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says in his introduction to the book: (') 

tyjl 
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In support of his theory, al-Tcbari has 

given many reasons and adduced much evidence 

from the Qur'än, traditions and historical ex- 

amples, and this to a greater extent than his 

predecessors did particularly when discussing 

the duties of the Caliph, which he. does in 

great detail (2), 
while, on the other hand, 

(1) Abü Ya`lä, OP. cit., p. 36. 

(2) Text pp. 72-213. 
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al-Mäwardi 
(1) 

and Abü Ya`1g 
(2) discuss them 

in a few lines. 

(1) a1-Näwardi, oncit., p. 15. 

(2) Abü Ya`191 OD. cit., p. 11. 
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The striking thing about al-Tabarl's 

theory of the caliphate is the manner in which 

he does not take account of the changed cir- 

cumstances confronting the caliphate after 

ten centuries of its existence. 

It is of great significance to notice that 

this orthodox theory, of the caliphate survived 

in the attitudes of some Muslim jurists, liho 

appeared to accept it without taking the trouble 

to modify it to suit both time and conditions. 

Two things could have influenced'al-Tabari's 

writing : the first'is that he must have been 

prepared to accept the orthodox theory as the 

ideol, especially sinceas previously stated, he 

was under no obligation to accommodate any Caliph 

in particular, and wa's thus personally not pol- 

itically involved. We know that al -T"iäwardi 

wrote his book "al-Ahkäm al-Sultgniyah to 

accommodate the Abbasid Caliph during the Buyid 

period, and that, being well aware of the current 
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political situation, he edxpted the theory 

occordingly. 

A later writer on the subject, al-Qalgashandi 

(d. 821 A. H. / 1418 A. D. )also wrote his "Ma'äthir 

al-Inäfah fi Ma ̀ älim al-Khiläfah" 
(1) 

and pre- 

sented it to the Abbasid Caliph al-Mu`tadid Abü 

al-Fath in Egypt (2), 
who was in much the same 

situation as that of the Abbasid Caliphs in Iraq. 

He, therefore, based his views, as for as the 

theory of the caliphate is concerned, on al- 

Mäwardi's al-Abkärn al-Sul16ni, =ah. al-Tabari 

wrote his book and presented it to the Sharif of 

Mecca, at that time, al-Hasen Ibn Ab! Nu©ayy, C3ý 
. 

who had no claim to the caliphate. 

(1) Edited by `Abd al-Sattär Farrä j, Y. uwayt, 

1964. 

(2) Ibid., p. 3. 

(3) Text p. 683. 
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The second thing which might have influenced 

his writing is the fact that being in Necca, 

which was to a certain extent isolated, he was 

distant from the centre of power, and so was not 

in a position to be influenced by the political 

struggle. Futhernore he was perhaps not aware 

of the political reality of the caliphate and 

did not find it necessary to consider the actual 

political situation and thus produce a modified 

theory. 

Khalil al-Zähiri (d. 873 A. H / 1468 A. D. ), 

who worked for the iamluke Sultans in Egypt, (1) 

was more realistic and devoted most of his book 

"Zubdat kashf al-Manälik" 
(2) to the Sultaul of 

Egypt rather than to the Abbasid Caliphs, about 

(1) J. E. Sarkis, Dictionnaire encyclonedioue de 

bibliograDhie grabe, Le Caire, 

1928-30, P. 133. 

(2) Edited by Paul Ravaisse, Paris, 189+. 
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whom he wrote only two pages 
(1). He seems to 

appreciate that-the real pcwer was in the 

hands of the Marsluke Sultans. In this he pro- 

vides a contrast to the works previously mention- 

ed. 

During the period previous to the Ottomans' 

rise to power in the Muslim world, the Hijäz was 

ruled by the Sharifs of Mecca who were usually 

either appointed or acknowledged by the Sultans 

of Egypt. When the Ottoman Sultan took-over 

Egypt in 923 A. H / 1517 A. D., . Mecca transferred 

it:: allegiance to then as the Sharif of Mecca at 

the time, Barakt ibn Abi Numayy, sent his son 

Abü Numayy to Cairo to pay homage to the 

Ottoman Sultan Salim (2) 
.- 

(1) I bid., pp. 89-90. 

(2) Text P. 597 
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When the OttomQs abolished the Abbasid 

caliphate in Egypt and prcclained themselves the, 

new Muslim Caliphs, the Sharif of Mecca did not 

appear to have been concerned as to who claimed 

the title as long as he continued to receive 

his acknowledgment and the supplies of grain 

from Egypt. Besides, the Sharif could not have 

stood against them, had he wanted to, because 

of the inherent weakness of his position 
(l). 

The Muslim jurists were in disagreement 

about the legality of the Ottoman claim. In 

such circumstances al-Tabari wrote his theory. 

At the time there was no Caliph who fulfilled 

the conditions demanded by him or by any orthodox 

jurist for that matter, and yet al-Tabari almost 

altogether ignored this fact. al-Tabari does 

not however appear to recognise the Ottoman 

Sultans as Caliphs, particularly as he does not 

refer to then as Caliphs in his account of their 

(1) W. S. Bunt, The Future of Islam, London, 

1882, p. 105. 
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history despite the fulsomeness of his praise 

and prayers on their behalf. 

It would appear then that al-Tabari may con- 

sciously have avoided referring to the Sultans 

as Caliphs in view of their failure to fulfil 

prescribed theoretical qualifications. It is, 

however, possible that he accorded them some 

recognition thus not compromising his own posit- 

ion. 

y# 
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Section b) 

" The Court of the FinG" (1) 

lp d-ul v 

al-Tabari added a chapter to his section 

on the theor º of the caliphate called IU I ; '-. L 

the court of the king, in which he described 30 

different posts connected with the kings and 

sultans. This is the first instance of a writer 

on the theory of the caliphate including such a 

chapter. 

The names of some of these posts are of 

foreign origin, and some of Arabic origin such 

as 4. A-.,,, li al-baridiyah 
(2), those who 

were responsible for the correspondence of the 

Eingj : n____ý. ºI al-sugät 
(3), those respons- 

ible for the drink of the Xing. 

t1) Te ? gyp. 257-330. 

(2) lbid. 9 p" 305" 

(3) z big. ,p; 276. 
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Some of the names were derived from a 

Persian origin, such as J1,1 al- 

tabar där (1), the man responsible for the 

royal halberd, carrying it in procession, 

the name consists of . 11 (halberd) and 

JI,, 
(holder) both words being of Persian 

origin 
(2), 

So is the case with the post 

al-jamadär 
(3), 

which is the person 

responsible for the dressing of the King, the 

name consisting of the Persian words LL. 
(a dress) and (holder)(). 

These are also words which were compounded 

from Turkish and Persian, such as Ii,... I 

al-bashmegder 
(5), 

which is the name for the 

person responsible for the shoes of the king. 

(1) Text p. 274. 

(2) al-Qalgashandi, Ahmed ibn `Abd A11äh, Subh 

sl-A`shä, Cairo, 1963, 

vol. 5, p. 458 

(3) Text p. 278. 

(4) al-Qalgashandi, ibid., p. 459. 

(5) Text p. 275" 
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e 

The name consists of y- which is 

Turkish meaning shoe, and which is 

Persian (1). 

There are also some names which were com- 

pounds of Arabic and Persian, such as , -. I 

emir äkhTar (2) 
, the man who was in gen- 

eral charge of the king's stable and horses, 

the name consisting of , _e1 
(Arabic), and 

(Persian). 

The name " 
6_; -_ 1 emir shikä r 

(3), the name 

for the person in charge of game-birds and the 

royal hunt, consists of ) :!. i 
(Arabic) and 

Ka which is Persian meaning hunt (4). 

The posts and their Arabic names were al- 

ready there, but the new posts along with their 

(1) al-Qalgcshandi, op. 
ccit., 

5, p. 459 

(2) Text p. 268. 

(3) Ibid., p. 2730 
(4) al-Qalgashandi, ibid., p. 451. 
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names cane to be used in Egypt first through a 

slow process starting in the time of the 

FätiLid dynasty in Egypt. During the Ayyübid 
. 

period the number "of these posts increased ý1ý. 

It is , not known when these posts came to 

be used in Mecca because al-Tabari is the only 

writer that we know of who has mentioned these 

in connection with Mecca, but he has not pre- 

sented any information which might have enabled 

us to see the full picture. 

It appears that al-Taberi Vas trying to 

give a general account of these posts as. they 

were known not only in Mecca but also elsewhere, 

for he mentioned that certain posts had undergone 

certain changes when they came to be used in 

Mecca. For example after having explained the 

duties of the post of JI. AJ I_ýI al-dawädär, 

who is the executive secretary of the king, he said 

(1) al-nalgashandi, ibid., p. 453. 
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that it was called then in Mecca X1.1 W1 

al-düwaydär which represents a slight difference 

in the pronunciation. But he said later that 

al-düway där took over most of the responsibil- 

ities of , .. il - :ö kätib al-sirr, the con- 

fidential secretary : 

ý1ý .L-; 
1 L::, 4 vac LcJ--' c: ) 

L ý--ý I 1-i--ra )' " 

It is assumed that all the posts he has 

mentioned in this chapter were still in operat- 

ion in Mecca unless a statement is made to the 

contrary 
(2), The above quotation. does show 

that a certain number of these posts were in 

use in Mecca during his lifetime. 

(1) Text p. 288. 

(2) For example see text p. 283. 
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It is, however, worth mentioning that at 

the present time there is not a single post or 

name of the 30 posts existing in Mecca. More- 

over, the names of the posts which were of 

foreign origin have disappeared from the modern 

Arabic language. 
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CHAPTER FOUR : 

Introduction to the history section 

of the FIS 

Section a) 

Mecca prior to the year 597/ 

1200. 

Section b) 

Mecca fromm the time of the 

Sharif Qatädah (597/1200- 

1009/1600). 
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Introduction to the history 

section of the I-IS 

The history section of the present edition 

contains accounts of the history of the following : 

The first four Caliphs, the Umayyads, the Abbasids 

of Baghdad, the Abbasids of Egypt, the Fätirnids 

in Egypt, the Ayy-ubids in, Eg. ypt 
(1), the Mamluke 

dynasties in Egypt, the Ottoman Sultans in Egypt 

(that is up to the year 1009 A. H / 1600 A. D., 

the year in which al-Tabari finished writing his 

book). - pollos - this al-Tabarl has written a 

chapter of considerable length (2) 
about the 

history of the rulers of Iviecca, starting from 

the year 597, A. H/1200 A. D. 

(1) This is the order of al-Tabari. 

(2) Text pp. 480-683. 
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The significance of al-Tabari's history of 

these Caliphs and Sultans, despite the fact that 

there are many works about them available, lies 

in the fact that he appears to be the first 

rleccan to write such a history. His account, 

also, should be viewed in connection with the 

history of Mecca, as all of these Caliphs and 

Sultans played an important role in Mecca's 

affairs. This would appear to be al-Tabari's 

reason for writing their history along with that 

of Mecca. 

Particular attention should be drawn to 

the fact that al-Tabari, in his history, was 
" 

more concerned with the political history of 

the Caliphs, Sultans and rulers of Mecca. 
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al-Tabari's history of the rulers of 

Mecca is a remarkable account in that it provides 

a full picture of the -internal strife in Mecca, 

especially between the Sharifs of Mecca for 

control of the country, during more than three 

centuries, about which we have little knowledge. 

He covered the period from 597 A. H / 

1200 A. D., up to the year 1009 A. H / 1600 A. D., 

the year in which he completed his book. The 

history of this period has suffered from neglect 

by Muslim writers. The only writer known to us 

who wrote on the history of part of this period 

was Muhammad Ibn `A13 al-Fäsi (d. 832 A. H / 

1428 A. D. ) in his work "Shifä a1-Gharäm" , 

but he goes as far on19,. as the year 829 A. H. 

Nor is his account as full as al-Tabar3's. 

SLLJ% 
edited by "L, ylý ýI ALS ý;. 'd; ß, 1 

Cairo, 1956. 
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The significance of al-Tabari's contribut- 

ion to the history of the Hijäz in general and 

0 

of Mecca in particular lies especially in the 

fact that he is the first writer that we know 

of to provide us with a history of Mecca for 

the period after that covered by al-Fäsi from 

829 A. H / 1428 A. D. 

As al-Tabari started his history of Mecca 

from the year 597/1200, a brief account should 

be given of the history of Mecca before 

then, which is indeed no better documented than 

the period in question. 

Section a) 

Mecca prior to the year 597/1200 

The removal of the centre of the caliphate 

to Damascus at the beginning of the Umayya3 era 

was a turning point in the history of the Hijäz 

and more particularly in that of Mecca. From 
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that time on, Mecca came under the government 

of powers outside the Hijäz and became exposed to 

outside influences over which it. had no control. 

During the period of the Umayyads Mecca 

was ruled directly from Damascus as the 

Umayyad caliphs used to send their representat- 

ives to govern Mecca ('). For a period Mecca 

seemed to be content , with its relativ with the 

Umayyads,, apart fron the revolt against them 

led by Ibn al-Zubayr in 64 A. H / 683 A. D. 
(2). 

But after the failure of this revolt Mecca-resumed 

its relation with-the Umayyads (')until they 

were overthrown by the Abbasids. 

(1) Ibn al-Athir, al-K 'mil fi-l-T5rikh, Cairo, 

1929, vol. 3, p. 305. 

(2) Ibn'Kathir, al-BidGyah tia-1-Nihäyah, 

Beirut, 196'5, vol. 8, p. 339. 

C3) al-Qalgashandi, Subh al-A`shä, vol. 49 

pp. 265-6. 
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After the Abbasids came to power in 

Baghdad in 132 A. H,. / 749 A. D., the second 

Caliph, Abü Ja`far al-Mansür, 'found it easy to 

include Mecca under Abbasid control, despite 

the fact that the descendants of `Ali in Mecca 

opposed them so strongly that they'led a number 

of unsuccessful revolts against them during 

their period in desperate attempts to gain, 

control of Mecca (1). 
The reason for their 

opposition to"the Abbasids seems to have'lain 

in the fact that they considered themselves 

to be the rightful heirs to the caliphate. 

The'Abbasids, however, soon started sending 

their representatives-to Mecca. 

(1) The following books, among others, can 

be c®flsulted for further details on these 

events : 

Ibn al- Athir, a1-Kämi1, vols. 5,6,7" 

Ibn Kathir, al-Bidäyahwa' 1-Nihäyah, vols. 

10,11. 
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Muhammad Ibn `Abd A11äh, a descendant of 
`Ali, took over Mecca in 145 A. H / 762 A. D., (') 

But Abü Ja `far al-l"lansür, the Abbasid Caliph, 

sent an army to Mecca in order to dispose of 

him. The Abbasid army succeeded in bringing 

Mecca back under the Caliph's control by killing 

Muhammad Ibn `Abd Alläh (2) 
. Twenty-four years 

. 

later (189/785) another descendant of `Ali, 

al-Husain Ibn `Ali Ibn al-Hasen, attempted to 

enter Mecca to establish his rule there. He too 

was killed by the. Abbasids (3) 
without achieving 

any success. 

This revolt was followed by another led by 

Muhammad Ibn Ja`far al-Sädiq during the reign 

of the Abbasid Caliph al ; ia' mün who sent an 

(1) Ibn Kathir, op. it., vol. 10, p. 87. 

(2) Ibn al- Athir, a1-Emil, vol. 5, p. 11. 

C3) Ibid., vol. 5, p. 75. 
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army to Mecca to crush it (1ý. 

During the reign of the Abbasid Caliph 

81-14u`tasin came the first non-Arab ruler of 
. 

Mecca, Ashnäs al-Turki, who ruled in Mecca in 

226 A. H / 840 A. D. 
(2) Although he governed Mecca 

only during the time of the pilgrimage of that 

year, this shows the Abbasids' disregard for 

the Meccans who resented being ruled b y's non- 

Arab. 

Because of the continuous attempts of the 

descendants of `Ali; and the insistence of the 

Abbasids on opposing them, Necca lacked stability 

both politically and socially. 

(1) Ibn al-Tigtaqä, Muhammad Ibn `All. al-Fakhri 

fill-Xd3b al-Sultäniyyah, 

Beirut, 1966, pp. 219-20. 

(2) Ibn al-Athir, a1-22i1, vol. 5, p. 264. 
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In 269 A. H / 882 A. D., Ibn Tü1ün sent 

an army to Mecca in an attempt to gain it from 

the Abbasids so that he could have his name 

mentioned-in the khutba at the Raba (1), but his 

army was met by the supporters of the Abbasid 

Caliph al-Muwaffaq who successfully defended 

Mecca (2). 
- So Mecca continued to be governed 

by the Abbasids until 317 A. H / 929 A. D., -when 

Abu Tähir al-Qarmati came to Mecca and occupied 

it, killing the Abbasid representative 

(1) "The sermon on Fridays and prayers aot: om-- 

panying it in which the name of the 

Prophet, his family, certain companions, 

the Caliph, and the ruler of the country 

are mentioned". 

., 
Gerald de Gaury, Rulers of Mecca, London, 

1951, p. 281. 

(2) Ibn Kathir, op. cit., 11, p. 43. 
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there (1). Abü Tähir refused to permit the 

Iraqi pilgrims to enter Mecca until the year 

327 A. H / 938 A. D., when he agreed to let them 

come on condition that they paid fees for enter- 

ing Mecca (2) 
. This appears to be the first 

time that pilgrims have been asked to pay fees 

for entering Mecca. 

When the Ikhshldid dynasty came to power 

in Egypt they were able to establish their in- 

fluence in Mecca as a result of the acceptance 

of their mvereignty by the Sharifs of Mecca. 

In spite of two unsuccessft: l attempts by the 

Abbasids to regain Mecca, in 342 A. H / 953 A. D., 

and 343 A. H / 954 A. D., the Ikhshidids were 

able to keep Mecca in their hands for twenty- 

one years 
(3)9 

until their dot: nfall in 357 A. H / 

967 4i. D. 

(1) Ibid., vol. 11, p. 160. 

(2) Ibid., vol. 11, p. 189. 

C3) al-INlagrizi, al-Khitat al-Magriziyah, al-Shayyah, 

1959, vol. 2, p. 'p39. 
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During this period Mecca had been subject 

to three outside powers, apart fron the Umayyads 

and the Abbasids : Ibn Tü1ün, al-Qarmati, and 

the Ikhshidids. The obvious motive behind these 

efforts by the powers to control Mecca was their 

desire to ensure that their names were mentioned 

in the khutba at the Ka`ba, which was considered 
41 

vital in support of their sovereignty. Mention- 

ing their names in the khutba would gain them 

respect and recognition of their sovereignty 

from the Muslim people due to their high regard 

for the Holy Mosque. They also regarded it as 

a privilege about which they took pride in in- 

forming the outside world. al-Ikhshidi Muhammad, 

the first Ikhshidi Sultan in Egypt, wrote a 

letter to the Byzantine Emperor in which he 

informed him proudly that Mecca was under his 

control 
(ý). 

(1) al-Qalgashand3, op. cit., 7, p. 13. 
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_So, the relations between Mecca and the 

outside powers who tried to control Mecca should 

be regarded in. this light, for Mecca had little 

to offer beyond religious prestige. Economic- 

ally it had always been dependent on outside 

help. 

Jacfar Ibn Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, a 

descendant of `Ali, seized the. opportunity when 

the Ikhshidids, under whose control Mecca was, 

were engaged in fighting with, the Fätimids, the 

newcomers in Egypt at. the time, and took over 

Mecca, declaring it independent in 358 A. H / 

968 A. D ('), 'the 
year in which the Fgtimids 

. 

succeeded in taking over Egypt But Ja`fer 

had to abandon his claim to independence as 

(1) el-Fäsi, al- `Iqd' al-Thamin, Edited by 

Muhammad Hämid al-Fagi, -Cairo, 

1958, vol. 3, p. 429. 

(2) Ibn Toghri Bird!, 8l-Nulün al-Zähiral. i 

Mulük rlisr wall-Qghirah, 

Cairo, 1963, vol. 4., p. 28 
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he was forced to mention in the khutba the 

name of al-Mu`izz, the first Fätinid Caliph 
. 

to rule in Egypt. Ja`far was in return rewarded 

by being allowed to continue to rule Mecca, 

but on behalf of the Fätinids ('). This, however, 
. 

did not last long-as the names of the Abbasids 

and the Qarmatians found their way into the 

khutba (2) 
. 

During this time, however, Mecca was mainly 

under the influence either of the Abbasids in 

Baghdad or the Fstimids-in Egypt. On occasion 
. 

the Abbasids would succeed--in having their name 

mentioned in the khutba, on. another the 

(1) al-Megrizi, Itti` äz al-Hunafä' , edited by 

Jamä1 al-Din al-Shayyah, Cairo, 

1948, p. 146. 

(2) Ibn Kothir, op. cit., 11, p. 268. 
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Fätimids would eý1). Ja`far had no other choice 

but to respond to pressure 
(2) 

In 380 A. H / 990 A. D., the Fätinid Caliph 

al-`Aziz sent an array to Mecca to ensure that 

his name only, was mentioned in the khutba. 

An unsuccessful-attempt was made by the Sharif 

Isa,. who succeeded his father Ja `far, to 

(1) For further details these ý conte: ts, among 

others, can be consulted : 

Ibn Athir, op. cit., 7. 

11-12. Ibn Kathir, op. . 111-12* 

Ibn Taghri Bird!, op. cit.,, 4. 

(2) This Ja`far marks the beginning of the 

dominion over Mecca of the Sharifian 

family as a ruling party, a dominion 

which lasted till the fall of their house 

in 1924. 
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prevent the army from entering Mecca ýýý. 

Abü al-Futüh Ibn Ja`far, who came to rule 
40 

Mecca in 394 A. H / 999 A. D., disagreed with the 

Fätinid Caliph al-Häkin, and he used the only 

effective means open to him against the 

Fgtimids which was to cease mentioning the name 

of the Fätimid Caliph in the khutba at the Ka` ba. 

Abü al-Futüh also proclaimed himself Caliph in 

Mecca. He received support from some of the 

Arab tribes in the Hijäz. 

The Fätinids, however, bribed his followers 

in a successful attempt to get them to with- 

draw their support for him. Abü al-r utüh 

realising the precarious nature of his position 

if he persisted, abandoned his claim and was 

allowed to continue to rule Nocca. for the 

Fätinidsý(2). 

(1) Ibn Khaldün, Tärikh Ibn Khaldün, Beirut, 

1 1956, vol. 4, . 107. 
(2) Ibid., P. 217. 
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This incident, and the one before it, 

demonstrate the extent of the influence of 

outside powers in the affairs of Mecca, in that 

they successfully crushed every attempt of the 

Sharifs to make themselves independent. 

In 437 A. H / 1045 A. D., another branch of 

the House of 4A131 cane to rule Mecca with the 

help of an army sent by the Sultan of Yemen('). 

The branch was known as r_ 

al-Hawäshim 
(2) 

. The first ruler was Abü 

Häshim : M1uhairtmad Ibn Ja `far, who continued to 

mention the name of the Fätimid Caliphs in the 

khutba until they ceased sending him the custom- 

ary money and gifts. In retaliation he turned 

to the Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad and mentioned 

the rame al-Qä3im bi'amr Alläh in 462 A. H / 

1069 A . D* 

(1) a1-Fäsi, op. cit., 1, p. 4+0. 

(2) sl-'Qalgashandi, op. cit., 4, p. 270. 



86. 

The Abbasids very auch welcomed this and sent 

him 30,000 Dinärs and some gifts, promising to 

pay him 10,000 Dinärs every year if he continu- 

ed. 
(1) 

The Fätinids, realising that the loss of 

Mecca to the Abbasids was the result of their 

own policies tried without success to per- 

suade Abü Häshim to cone back to them. 
(2) 

When Egypt fell into the hands of Nür 

al-Din Ibn Zang!, his name soon found its way 

into the khutba (3), 
and when Salgh al-Din, 

who was governing Egypt for für al-Din Ibn 

Zangi, abolished the rule of the Fätimids in 

Egypt he was ordered by Nür al-Din to start 

mentioning the name of the Abbasid Caliphs of 

Baghdad. 

(1) Ibn al-Athir, al-Kämil, vol. 8, p. 107. 

(2) al-Fäo3 , OD. cit., 1, p. L41. 

C3) Ibn al-Athir, a1-Käni1, vol. 9, p. 125. 
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The Haw»shim branch continued to rule 

Mecca until they were overthrown by the Sharif 

Qatädah Ibn Idris, the first ruler from yet 

anotherbranch of the House of `Ali (') 
. 

(1) Text p. 491" 
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Section b) 

Mecca from the time of the Shorif Qatädah 

(597 / 1200 - 1009 / 1600) 

al- Tabari started his history of Mecca 

with the Sharif Qatädah Ibn Idris, who came to 

rule Mecca in 59, ' A. H / 1200 A. D., as the first 

ruler from the Hasanid branch of the House of 

`Ali. 

Mecca was ruled by this branch until they were 

expelled from Mecca by Ibn Sa`üd in 1343 A. H/ 

1924 A. D. 
(1) 

In his text al-Tabari has provided a full 

account of what happened between the Sharif 

Qatädah and the Abbasid Caliph al-Näsir 
(2), 

(1) Antonius, G. The Arab Awakening, London, 

1961, PP. 334-5. 

(2) Text pp. 493-497" 
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when Qatädah made a speech addressed to his 

relatives pursuing a new policy of non-violence 

towards outside powers who interfered in Mecca's 

affairs. 

He began by giving the reasons for the 

ill-feeling between the Sharif Qatädah and the 

Abbasid Caliph al-tläsir, which was, according . 

to him, the result of an incident which took 

place during the pilgrimage of the year 

608 A. H / 1211 A. D., in which ä Sharif, who 

bore a considerable resemblance to Qatädah, was 

murdered by a man who, again according to al- 

Taber!, was an Ismä`ili. The Sharif Qatädah 

accused the Abbasid Caliph al-17 sir of plotting 

to have him killed, the man who was killed 

having only been mistaken for the Sharif Qatädah. 

The Iraqi pilgrimage caravan which was headed 
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by a man.. officially appointed by the Abbasid 

Caliph,. was attacked in retaliation by the 

Sharif Qatädah and his followers, and a number 

of the Iraqi pilgrims were killed. 

;, Then al-Tabari states that Qatädah sent 

to the Abbasid Caliph an apology for the in- 

cident, which was accepted 
(1ý. 

The following year, 609 A. H/ 1212 A. D., 

the Iraqi pilgrimage caravan came to Mecca bring- 

ing,. money. and presents. to the Sharif Qatädah 

from the, Abbasid Caliph al-Ngsir in an attempt 

to prove that he felt no anger against Qatädah. 

According to al-Tabari, the anir of the 

Iraqi pilgrimage caravan approached the Sharif 

Qatädah and tried to persuade him to go to 

Baghdad to meet the Caliph al-Nläsir. The 

Sharlf. Qatgdah suspected the motive,, behind this,, 

ýý) Text p. 494. 
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invitation, bearing in mind the incident of 

the previous year. He asked for a brief delay 

for consideration and consultation with his 

relatives during which he addressed them in 

the following terms : 

kII 

Ij -' .- Ij ý 6.1--t ; ýpjLt. 

-+-: 

(1)' Uy ý- y ___ 'I 

-thus giving a realistic picture of Mecca's 

position in relation to the outside world. 

(1) Text p. 495" 
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According to al-Tabari the Sharif Qatgdah 

went the next day to the Anir of the IraqJ. 

pilgrirageýcaravan and gave him in answer to 

the invitation four verses he had conposed add- 

ressed to the Abbasid Caliph al-Iläsir, in which 

he refused to go to Baghdad explaining that he 

enjoyed much power and respect in Mecca and if 

he was to go to Baghdad it would mean the end 

of him., 

4- J. -.,, l tlý ý ýý 
Lt- 

L. mý. ý.. 6 t ; L- ý°ýy1 d, 1. J_1 

Lti 

4 IS -jd,,. JI vIL; I Li 

(1) mss. L+, 

(1) Text p. 495-6. 
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Although the amlr of the Iraqi pilgrimage 

caravan was the representative of the Abbasid 

Caliph and, therefore, should have sent these 

verses to the Caliph, he was honest with the 

Sharif Qatädah informing him that he would not 

dare to take this to the Abbasid Caliph, know- 

ing that if it reached him the consequences 

would be very grave for the Sharif Qatädah and 

his family, whom the amir seemed to respect 

end did not wish to see placed in danger. 

Eventually the amir was able to persuade 

the Sharif Qatädah not to send these verses 

to the Caliph, suggesting to him that. if he 

was suspicious about the motive of. the Abbasid 

Caliph he should not go to Baghdad, but altern- 

atively he could explore the Caliphs's intention 

by sending to him one of his sons, about whom 

he would not care if anything befell him : 
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(1)1r ; -0 
`J C,. J 

.; ̀ l, 1 C,. J_Jd o1 " 

d--ý L 4: ýS- csr-'' 

The Sharif Qatädah appeared to trust the 

emir, "whom he later praised as a very truthful 

friend, and, according to al-Taberi, Qatädah 

agreed to the amir's suggestion and actually 

sent one of his 'sons to'Baghdcd to meet the 

Abbasid Caliph al-Ngsir. The son, however, 
. 

returned 'to Mecca from his visit safely. 

Four-important points emerge fron this 

account : 

,, -,,, -.,, 
The first, and most important, is that 

the significance of this account lies especially 

in. the'''fact that al-Tabari's is the first 

detailed account available of this historical 

ý ., 

(1) Text p. 497. 
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incident hitherto completely misunderstood. 

Writers like Ibn Khaldün, Ibn al-Athir, 

and Ibn Kathir, have contributed some information 

about this incident in their works, but their 

accounts are very short indeed, and are at the 

same time contradictory 
(ýý. 

The second point is that, according to 

al-Tabari, the Sharif Qatädah's four verses, 

quoted earlier, never reached the Abbasid 

Caliph al-N sir, since, as has been seen, he 

was persuaded not to send them. While, on the 

other hand, the historians : Ibn Khaldün (2) 

(1) See: 

Ibn Khaldün, Tarikh Ibn Khaldün, vol. 

4, p. 225. 

Ibn al. -Athir, al-Kämil, vol. 9, 

p. 346. 

Ibn Kathir, al-Bid67ah wall-Nihävah, 

vol. 13, P. 92. 

(2) Ibn Kualdür., ibid., 4, p. 225., 
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and Ibn'Kathir (1) 
maintain that the Sharif 

Qatädah actually sent them to the Caliph as an 

answer to his invitation to visit Baghdad. 

Ibn al-Athir gives 'a different version with the 

some conclusion as he maintains that the Sharif 

Qat5doh's verses were sent to Baghdad when he 

was blamed for not presenting himself to the 

Iraqi pilgrimage caravan 
(2). 

The third point is that al-Tabari gives 

the date of the incident as during the pilgrim- 

age of the year 609 A. H / 1212 A. D., which is 

contrary to Ibn al-Athir and Ibn Kathir, who 

also disagree with each other. Ibn Kathir 

gives the date as the year 617 A. H / 1220 A. D. (3) 

(1) Ibn Kathir, ibid., p. 92. 

(2) Ibn al-Athir, al-K5ni1, vol., 9, p. 346. 

-(3) Ibn Kathir, ibid., p. 92. 
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Ibn al-Athir gives it as the year 618 A. H / 

1221-A. D. 
(') Ibn Khaldün, on the other hand, 

did not mention the date at 311. 
(2) 

Lastly, none of the writers that we 

know of has mentioned the speech which the 

Sharif-Qatädah made to his, relatives, of which 

part-has been quoted. - - 
C. Snouck Hurgronje, writing about the 

policy of the Sharif Qatädah (3), 
quoted part 

of-the previous account from a manuscript called 

rý... . ýý _ "NanVih al-Karam" 
(4) 

(1) Ibn al-Athir, op. cit., 9,92. 

(2) Ibn Khaldün, loc. cit. 

(3) Hurgronje, op. 'cit., pp. °438-44. 

(4) In this article Hurgronje has not 

mentioned the whereaboutsof=this work. 
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of al-Sinjäri ( All Ibn Täj a1-Din) 
(1), 

who 

derived his statements from al-Tabari's work 

which is the present 

work. Hurgronje, however, was not able to get 

hold of al-Tabari's work in order to see the 
. 

full account at first hand, maintaining that 

he. could find no copies of it in existing 

libraries (2) 

He was, not, satisfied with al-Sinjäri's 

quotation of al-Tabari:, "If once, we get a 

copy of al-Tabari's_book, we may be able to 

reproduce the remarkable speech of Qatädah 

more exactly" 
(3). 

(1) Kahhälah, OD, cit., 7, p. 49. (He says 
00, 

that al-Sinjgri was alive during 

the year 1109 A. H. ). 

(2) Hurgronje, one cit., p. 442. 

(3) Ibid., loc. cit., 
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According to al-Tabari the Sharif 

Qatädah and his brother , whose name he did not 

disclose, were murdered by Qatädah's son Hasan 

in. 617 A. H / 1220 A. D. (1), 
when he suspected 

that his father was planning to transfer his 

post as ruler of Mecca to his uncle. As 

Qatädah's oldest son he was hoping to succeed 

him. However, he concealed the fact of his 

father's death and went to the Holy Mosque where 

he informed the people that his father whose 

health was deteriorating was asking them to 

recognise Hasan as his successor. 

When Hasen was accepted; as ruler of Mecca 

he wanted to ensure that he had no rivals, so 

he recalled his brother,, fron, Yanbu` and killed 

him too `2ý. 

(1) Text, pp. 498-9. 

(2) Ibid., P. 500. 
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This incident marked the beginning of a 

bloody era of internal strife within Mecca, when 

killing between the Sharifs of Mecca for the 

purpose of ruling Mecca became commonplace. 

Although Mecca was monopolized, during 

this period, by the Sharifs as ruling party, 

there were occasions when they had to yield to 

the direct rule of outside powers. But they 

never completely surrendered Mecca, always 

seeming to gain control of it eventually, as 

for instance when Mecca was occupied by the 

Yemeni Sultan for a period 
(1). The Amirs of 

the Iraqi and of the Egyptian pilgrimage caravans 

also hag opportunities of ruling Mecca during 

the periods of the pilgrimage. 

When the Namluke Sultans came to power in 

Egypt succeeding the Ayyübids, they were able to 

(1) Text p. 501. 
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establish an effective rule over Mecca. They 

recognised the Sharifs as the rulers of Mecca, 

but kept for themselves the choice of who from 

the family of the Sharifs was to rule. Thus 

they kept Mecca firmly under their control. If 

the Mamluke Sultans happened to disagree with 

such a Shar3fian ruller, they would call him 

to Egypt where they placed him under arrest, 

and would appoint another Sharif from the same 

family 
M. 

In interfering in mecca's internal affairs, 

the Mamlukes went as far as to send a garrison 

to Mecca which was stationed there in order to 

protect such Sharifian rulers as they installed 

against their brothers (2). 

T' 

(1) Text p. 526 

(2) Ibid., p. 520. 
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It must, of course, be admitted that 

the Sharifs by the internal divisions in their 

family considerably assisted the Mamluke 

Sultans in having the upper hand in Mecca's 

internal affairs. 

The names of the fanluke Sultans were 

mentioned in the khutba at the Kacba during this 

period. But this time the name of the Sharif 

who was ruling Mecca was also mentioned, although 

understandably, after that of the Mamluke Sultans ýýý. 

To be recognized as ruler of Mecca, at the 

time'of the Mamlukes, the Sharif had to obtain 

an official appointment or investiture fron the 

Mamluke Sultans , which was called 

Marsüm, 
(2)$ 

; ý-, Tawgi`(3), 

Tag1id (4). This had to be read 

at the Ka`ba in public so that the people should 

know who the legal ruler was. 

(1) Text p. 588, (3) Ibid., P. 563. 
(2) I_", P" 573. (4) Ibid., P. 545. 
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There seems to be no difference in the 

actual meaning of the three words used by al- 

Tabari (Marsüm, Tawgi`, Taglid), as they all 

mean official appointment. But their general 

usage at the time in Egypt was different 

The word . tom has been used by the 

Mamluke Sultans when giving someone full charge 

of a country, like Mecca for example 
(2) 

The word was used for the less import- 

ant posts such as the appointment of governor's 

deputy. The word was generally used 

for posts which were in status lower than the 

previous two C3). S 

(1) al-Qalgeshandi, op. cit., 11, pp. 101-14. 

(2) Mecca is"used in this time to mean al- 
Hijäz. 

(3) a1-Qalgashandi, loc. cit. 
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al-Tabari, however, did not draw any 

distinction between the three terms, (ýý 

using them all when talking about a Sharif 

being officially appointed by the Mamluke Sultans 

for the post of. ruling Mecca, while according 

to-the general contemprorary usage he should 

have been using the word N, 

Towards the end of the Marsluke period 

Mecca became more stable and relations between 

the Sharifs and the'Sultans improved. This 

friendly relationship continued until the Ottoman 

Sultans came on the scene as the new sovereignty 

of Islam, -destroying the rule of the Mamlukes 

and taking over Egypt in 1517 A. D. 

(1) To see al-Tabari's usage of these terms, 

"'see -text for: 

Taglid, p. 545. 

I1arsüi, P- 573. 

Tawq`, p. 563. 
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When the Sharif Barakät, who was ruling 
Mecca at the time, knew that Cairo had fallen 

into"the hands of the Ottomans he did not 

hesitate to send his-son Abü Numayyto pay homage 

to, Sultan Salim, the first Ottoman Sultan in 

Egypt (1)" 

The Sharif Barakt asked the Ottoman Sultan 

Salim to confirm him in his post as ruler of 

Mecca (2) 
. Sultan Salim accepted the privilege 

of having Mecca under his control agreeing to 

acknowledge the Sharif Barakgt in Mecca, in view 

of the fact that his name would be mentioned in 

the khutba at the Ka`ba, which was eventually 
. 

in accordance with his claim to the caliphate. 

When the Sharif Barakät received Sultan 

Salim's acknowledgment of his sovereignty over 

Mecce, the name of the ottoman Sultan was 

i 

(1) Text P" 596. 

(2) _,, P. 596. 
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mentioned in the khutb. a the some day. 

By recognising Ottoman sovereignty, the 

Sharif Barakt placed Hecca under their protect- 

ion which continued to be effective until the 

Arab revolt against them, declared by the Grand 

Sharif al-Husayn Ibn `Ali in 1916 A. D. (1) 

(1) Brockelmann, History of the Islamic Peoples 

London, 1950, P. 475. 
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Throughout the period we have been dis- 

cussing the descendants of the Sharif Qatädah Ibn 

Idris had been ruling Mecca, and according to 

al-Tabari's account we find that hereditary 
. 

succession was the main method through which the 

Sharifs came to power in Mecca. There were, 

however, some occasions on which succession was 

interrupted by Sharifs, from the same family, 

who by force imposed theirsway over Mecca. 

al-Tabari has also recorded that on one occasion 

a certain Sharif bought the right of ruling 

Mecca from the legal ruler for the sum of 60,000 

Dinars (1). 

Although the Sharifs were left to rule 

Mecca, the influence of the Sultans of Egypt 

was so effective that every Sharif however he 

(1) Text p. 531. 
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came to power in Mecca was required to seek their 

acknowledgment and recognition. 

The main interest of the Sultans of 

Egypt in Mecca was having their names mentioned 

in the khutba at the Katba. They therefore 

usually granted their acknowledgment to the Sharifs 

who wanted to rule Mecca with the exception of 

those who they felt would threaten that interest, 

in which case they stepped in and directly appoint- 

ed those whomthey wanted from the same family. 
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