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Abstract: The resonant excitation of Alfvén waves using the fast magnetosonic mode is important in
space plasmas. In this paper, we consider a simple model of a three-dimensional (3D) coronal arcade.
A numerical approach is used to produce a driven normal mode. We find that resonant coupling can
occur in 3D, but there are new features that are absent in 2D. In particular, the polarisation of the
Alfvén waves can vary with position throughout the Resonant Zone. Moreover, there are an infinite
number of possible paths the resonant waves can exist on.
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1. Introduction

The coupling of fast and Alfvén magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) waves is an important
topic in space and solar plasmas. Five decades ago, it was suggested that resonantly driven
Alfvén waves standing on terrestrial field lines could account for observations of magnetic
oscillations at the footpoints of the equilibrium field lines [1]. A similar process is thought
to occur in the sun on closed field lines like those found in coronal loops and arcades, where
they may play a role in heating the corona (see the reviews [2,3] and references therein).

Early work simplified the theoretical modelling to one-dimension (1D) (e.g., [1,4–7]).
The magnetic field geometries used in these studies were rudimentary and the Alfvén
frequency on a given field line had a unique value (independent of polarisation); hence,
the field lines that are resonant are uniquely determined. When these calculations are
extended to 2D (axisymmetric) equilibria, the polarisation of the Alfvén wave is important,
as the toroidal and poloidal Alfvén frequencies are different in general. Nevertheless,
the properties found in 1D generalise without too many surprises: the resonant Alfvén
wave always has a toroidal polarisation, and there is a unique toroidal surface where the
resonant wave is located [8,9].

The excitation of resonant Alfvén waves in 3D equilibria has received relatively little
attention to date, and these waves are the focus of this paper. A 3D simulation of a solar
prominence showed that global compressional oscillations could excite Alfvén waves at
the same frequency [10]. Several numerical studies of the terrestrial magnetosphere have
confirmed that resonant Alfvén wave excitation will take place in 3D (e.g., [11–13]). These,
and other studies, are summarised in a review [14] .

These studies have shown that moving from 2D to 3D introduces features that do not
have a counterpart in 2D models. In particular, resonant Alfvén waves are not restricted to
having a toroidal polarisation and are not confined to a 2D toroidal surface. Rather, they
exist on a surface that varies in 3D. Moreover, the plasma displacement associated with the
Alfvén wave lies in this surface, so a proper understanding of these waves is necessary if
line-of-sight Doppler observations are to be interpreted properly. Theoretical investigations
indicate that there are an infinite set of nested resonant surfaces, yet a given simulation will
be dominated by one or two of these [15].
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2. Model and Method
2.1. Equilibrium and Coordinates

The geometry of the magnetic field employed here is shown in Figure 1, and is a
simplified representation of a coronal arcade. We assume the scale of the loops is small
compared to the density scale height, so take ρ to be constant along a field line. We also
assume the magnetic pressure to dominate the plasma pressure, so employ a potential
magnetic field based on a line dipole submerged below the photosphere and aligned with
the z axis. The Cartesian coordinates have x directed vertically upwards, z aligned with the
arcade and y completes the right-handed triad. The equilibrium is three-dimensional as the
plasma density, ρ, depends on x, y and z.
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Figure 1. A sketch of the model field geometry. (a) A 3D (three-dimensional) view of the arcade
based on a line dipole aligned with the z axis and sitting below the photosphere. The blue lines
represent the portion of the magnetic field lines above the photosphere. (b) A cross-sectional view of
the simulation domain and its boundaries in terms of field-aligned coordinates, α and γ (1). (c) The
variation of Alfvén speed (V) in the vertical (x, z) plane (also the γ = 0 plane) that runs the length
of the arcade. The vertical white lines indicate the z positions used to study the Alfvén wave fields
displayed in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Magnitude of the normal mode’s field aligned vorticity, |ω‖| (a,c,e), and current,
|j‖| (b,d,f) at z = 0.5 (a,b), 0.24 (c,d), and 0.0 (e,f).

We also use cylindrical polar coordinates (R, φ, z), where R is the distance from
the z axis and φ the angle measured from the x direction. For numerical efficiency, the
simulation employs orthogonal field-aligned coordinates α, β, γ. These have been described
in detail elsewhere [12], but we summarise the main properties here. The field aligned
coordinates are related to the cylindrical polar coordinates by

α =
R

cos φ
, β = z, γ = Rg tan−1

(
Rg

R
sin φ

)
. (1)

Here, R = Rg is a parameter that is chosen to optimise the numerical grid. Typically, it
is chosen so that the point (x, y, z) = (Rg, 0, 0) lies in the middle of the simulation domain.
The coordinates α and β are Euler potentials and are constant along a given field line.
The intersection of surfaces of constant α and constant β with the photosphere are shown
as the dashed lines in Figure 1a. The blue lines correspond to magnetic field lines.

The field-aligned coordinate is γ. The vertical (x, z) plane corresponds to γ = 0.
Figure 1b is a view along the arcade and shows how the field lines connect to the pho-
tosphere at the γ = γmin and γ = γmax surfaces. The simulation domain is bounded by
these boundaries and by the α = αmin and α = αmax surfaces. Note that the γ = γmin and
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γ = γmax surfaces are a close approximation of a planar photosphere indicated by the red
line in Figure 1b.

For a line dipole, the magnetic field strength is proportional to 1/R2 (and independent
of φ). In terms of field-aligned coordinates, the relation is B ∝ α−2 + tan2(γ/Rg)/R2

g. The
variation of the Alfvén speed, V, is shown in the vertical (x, z) plane that runs along the
length of the arcade (Figure 1c). This is intended to represent an arcade which has a bright
and dense section of loops centred on z = 0.

A real space increment, dr, is related to increments in α, β and γ by

dr = eαhαdα + eβhβdβ + eγhγdγ. (2)

Here, eα, eβ and eγ are orthogonal unit vectors for the α, β and γ directions, and hα,
hβ and hγ the corresponding scale factors which encapsulate the magnetic field geometry
and strength. The explicit form of these for the magnetic field is

hα =
1

1 + (α/Rg)2 tan2(γ/Rg)
, hβ = 1, hγ =

1
(Rg/α)2 cos2(γ/Rg) + sin2(γ/Rg)

. (3)

2.2. Linearised Equations

The components of the linearised momentum and induction equations may be writ-
ten as [16]

∂Uα

∂t
= V2 hβ

hαhγ

[
∂Bα

∂γ
−

∂Bγ

∂α

]
− νUα , (4)

∂Uβ

∂t
= V2 hα

hβhγ

[
∂Bβ
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−

∂Bγ

∂β
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+

∂Uβ
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−
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)]}
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(8)

The simulation variables are defined as Uα = uαhβB, Uβ = uβhαB, Bα = bαhα,
Bβ = bβhβ and Bγ = bγhγ, with B being the background magnetic field strength. The per-
turbation velocity and magnetic field are u and b, respectively. V is the background Alfvén
speed, ν is a linear drag term and η the resistivity. These equations have been made dimen-
sionless by normalising using the equilibrium magnetic field strength, B0, and density, ρ0,
at appropriate reference locations, as well as distance, L0, of the loop apex from the origin.
These quantities may be used to obtain the normalising speed, V0 = B0/

√
µ0ρ0, and time,

T0 = L0/V0.



Physics 2023, 5 314

2.3. Boundary Conditions

The cross-section of the simulation domain is shown in Figure 1b. Let us note that
the photospheric boundary is taken as the surfaces γ = γmin and γ = γmax, so are slightly
curved compared to a planar photosphere in the x = const plane denoted by the horizontal
red line. This has been performed for numerical convenience, and is not expected to affect
the conclusions here [15,17,18].

At the photosphere, we assume line-tied boundary conditions, Uα = Uβ = 0, which
also implies a node of Bγ. The variables Bα and Bβ have antinodes in γ at these boundaries.

As we move along the arcade (in β or z), we introduce buffer zones where the drag
coefficient, ν, is non-zero (see Section 2.5 below for details). Any waves entering these
buffer zones are dissipated completely and so it mimics an outgoing boundary condition
along the arcade.

The inner boundary (at α = αmin) is taken to be perfectly reflecting, and is achieved by
imposing nodes of Uα and Bα along with antinodes in α of the other variables. The outer
boundary (at α = αmax) is used to drive the simulation by defining Bγ on this surface. This
is equivalent to defining the magnetic pressure here. In an effort to gain some insight into
the effect of a nearby flare, or other reconnection event, causing the arcade to be buffetted
from one side, we take the following form,

Bγ(α = 1.0, β, γ, t) =
(

1
2

tanh(β/0.3) +
1
2

)
sin2

[
π

(
γ− γ1

γ2 − γ1

)]
sin(ωdt) , (9)

which is applied over γ1 = 0.1 ≤ γ ≤ 0.46 = γ2. Bγ is zero elsewhere on the outer
boundary. Note that γmax = 0.63, so this driver might be associated with a flare or eruption
occurring to the left (y < 0) side of the arcade. It is also shifted in β (equivalent to z), so
occurs in the quadrant where y < 0 and z > 0.

Although the wave coupling process in 3D can be studied in the time-dependent
limit [16,19,20], it is instructive to consider the normal modes too. With this in mind, the
driver was given a steady oscillatory time dependence with frequency ωd (ωd = 1.125
in normalised units was used) and the simulation was run until the Alfvén resonances
were saturated, all transient behaviour had died away and all fields oscillated at the
driving frequency. The resonances saturate by virtue of a small non-zero resistivity, η,
which determines the amplitude of the resonant Alfvén waves and width of the resonant
layer [5,6]. Details of the spatial variation of η can be found in Section 3.4 of Ref. [16]. Its
magnitude is chosen to give clean narrow resonances that can be resolved by the simulation
grid and that saturate in a reasonable simulation time. The drag term ν is zero in our region
of interest, and only non-zero in the buffer zones.

2.4. Normal Modes

By the end of the simulation the fields represent a driven normal mode of frequency
ωd, which is the focus of this paper. Traditionally, normal modes are discussed in terms
of complex normal modes, rather than real simulation fields. The two formulations are
closely related, and two simulation snapshots taken a quarter of a cycle apart can be used to
identify the real and imaginary parts of the driven complex normal mode [21]. For example,
consider the simulation variable Uα(α, β, γ, t) when it has reached a steady oscillatory
time dependence at the driving frequency ωd. It could also be described using a complex
quantity Uα such that Uα = Re[Uα(α, β, γ) exp(iωdt)]. The period of the driver and the
normal mode is Td = 2π/ωd, so the real and imaginary parts of Uα may be found from
evaluating this relation at t = nTd and t = (n + 1

4 )Td to give (for integer n)

Re[Uα] = Uα(α, β, γ, t = nTd), Im[Uα] = Uα(α, β, γ, t = (n + 1
4 )Td). (10)

This allows us to consider quantities such as the magnitude of complex variables and
the time-averaged energy density quite readily, and is useful for interpreting the results here.
For example, the time-averaged U2

α is given by 〈U2
α〉 = 1

2UαU ∗α = 1
2 (Re[Uα]2 + Im[Uα]2).
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2.5. Numerical Details

Details of the code that solves the time-dependent equations can be found in [16].
The grid dimensions are α : 0.5 → 1.0, β : −1.0 → 1.0, γ : −0.63 → 0.63. The number of
grid points used in (α, β, γ) are (150, 300, 80). The time step was chosen to be less than
the minimum CFL transit time across a grid cell, and also less than the diffusion time
across a grid cell. Energy continuity is typically satisfied to 1 part in 105. The dissipation
(in the form of the drag term, ν) increases slowly from zero between |β| = 0.6 and the
simulation boundaries at |β| = 1.0 to form the buffer zones, which act as an outgoing
boundary condition. The drag coefficient takes the form,

ν(β) = ν0

{
1
2

tanh[(−β− 0.75)/0.075] +
1
2

tanh[(β− 0.75)/0.075] + 1
}

, (11)

where ν0 = 4 is chosen, as it was found to give suitable damping of waves entering the
buffer zones.

3. Results
3.1. Location of Resonant Alfvén Waves

The Alfvén wave carries a field-aligned current, j‖, and field-aligned vorticity, ω‖,
which are the γ components of the current and vorticity. These may be used to differentiate
between the Alfvén and fast waves. Figure 2 shows the magnitude of these quantities once
the complex normal mode has been formed. Figure 2a,c,e shows ω‖, and Figure 2b,d,f
shows j‖. Figure 2a,b, Figure 2c,d, and Figure 2e,f correspond to three slices in planes of
constant z taken at different locations along the length of the arcade (as indicated by the
white lines in Figure 1c).

Figure 2a,b are taken from z = 0.5, which is situated in the higher Alfvén speed part
of the arcade. The resonant Alfvén wave (as indicated by parallel vorticity and current)
clearly coincides with, and sits on, a field line towards the outer boundary of the arcade.
The Alfvén wave is a fundamental mode in γ, having a node of vorticity at the photosphere
and an antinode at the loop apex (y = 0). As expected, this mode has a node of field-aligned
current at the apex and antinodes at the photosphere. The equilibrium here is quasi 2D
(approximately invariant in z), so one expects the Alfvén wave to be polarised with a
plasma displacement in the z direction and to correspond to the toroidal Alfvén wave [8,9].

Figure 2c,d is taken from z = 0.24, which is midway between the highest and lowest
Alfvén speed regions. Here, the equilibrium varies most rapidly with z, so the properties
of wave coupling in 3D should be most evident. The fundamental resonant Alfvén wave
structure is still evident. The main difference is that the Alfvén wave has moved to shorter
field lines where the magnetic field will be stronger. This seems reasonable as, given the
lower Alfvén speed, the shorter field line and stronger magnetic field can have a natural
frequency that matches the driving frequency.

Figure 2e,f is taken at the centre of the density enhancement where the Alfvén speed
is lowest (z = 0.0), and it is apparent that the trend has continued, with the fundamental
Alfvén resonance moving to an even shorter field line than in Figure 2c,d. It is interesting
to note that a new Alfvén resonance has been excited on the longer field lines. A careful
examination of the current and vorticity shows this to be a second harmonic Alfvén wave
(having a node of vorticity and antinode of current at the loop apex).

Some properties of the resonant Alfvén waves are easiest to see using the field-aligned
coordinates α, β and γ. Figure 3a is a plot of the time-averaged energy density, W (see
Equation (12) of Ref. [12]), in the plane z = β = 0.5, which is also where the plots in
Figure 2a,b were taken. Comparing Figures 3a and 2a,b one can conclude that the time-
averaged energy density is also a useful quantity for identifying the Alfvén wave. This is
not surprising as the Alfvén wave, being resonant, has a much greater amplitude than the
fast mode, so contributes far more to the total energy density.
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Figure 3. (a) Time-averaged energy density in the plane β = z = 0.5. The intersection with three
surfaces of the field-aligned coordinate (γ1 = 0, γ = γ2 and γ = γ3) are also shown. (b) The location
of where the energy density maximizes αW(β, γ) for the three surfaces γ = γ1 (black symbols),
γ2 (red line) and γ3 (blue dashed line). (c) A close-up view of the energy density on the field lines
carrying a 3D Alfvén resonance (identified by the red rectangle in (b)) plotted in the γ = γ1 = 0 plane
(equivalent to the y = 0 plane) with velocity vectors overplotted. See text for details.

The intersection with three coordinate surfaces of constant γ are also shown in
Figure 3a. The surface γ = γ1 = 0 corresponds to the y = 0 plane (the vertical plane that
runs down the middle of the arcade). Suppose one moves along the γ = γ1 line from
αmin to αmax and determines where the energy density maximizes and let us call this value
αW(β = z = 0.5, γ = γ1) ≈ 0.922. This is plotted as the point (α, β) = (0.922, 0.5) in
Figure 3b. One could then move along the arcade to a new value of β (or z) and repeat the
process to generate αW(β, γ = γ1). Figure 3b plots α = αW(β, γ = γ1) as the black symbols.

The same process can be repeated for the photospheric boundary at γ = γ3 to find the
function αW(β, γ = γ3), which was used to generate the blue dashed line in Figure 3b. We
could also consider an intermediate value γ = γ2, which is midway between the loop apex
and the photosphere, and overplot αW(β, γ = γ2) as the red line in Figure 3b. The red and
blue lines coincide to such a high degree that they appear as a single blue and red striped
line. The α = αW(β, γ = γ1) result is plotted as symbols so as to not obscure the red and
blue lines.

The striking result in Figure 3b is that all three lines coincide. This makes sense,
since a resonant Alfvén wave is a property of the whole field line and extends along its
entire length. Since α and β do not vary along a given field line, the same α and β values
where the energy density maximizes will be found in the vertical plane (γ = γ1) and near
the photospheric boundary (γ = γ3), or indeed at any intermediate γ surface. This also
indicates that field-aligned coordinates are a far more natural coordinate system to study
3D resonant Alfvén waves than Cartesian or cylindrical coordinates.
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3.2. Polarisation of Resonant Alfvén Waves

Recall that the resonant Alfvén wave in Figures 2a,b and 3a is from z = 0.5 where
the equilibrium is approximately invariant in z, so will be the familiar toroidal Alfvén
wave with a plasma displacement in the toroidal (z) direction. It is not so obvious what
the polarisation of the Alfvén wave in Figure 2c,d will be as the equilibrium here (at
z = β = 0.24) is 3D. To address this point, consider the set of field lines in the vicinity
of this region indicated by the red rectangle in Figure 3b. The intersection of these field
lines with the y = 0 (equivalent to the γ = γ1 = 0 surface) provides the domain shown in
Figure 3c. Note that in this vertical plane hα and hβ are both equal to unity, so α and β are
equivalent to distance and coincide with the Cartesian coordinates x and z, which are used
in Figure 3c. Figure 3c is a colour contour plot of the time-averaged energy density and
the plasma velocity vectors at a time when their magnitude is a maximum. The plasma
displacement is seen to be tangential to the path of the resonance, and this has also been
shown to be true for the Alfvén wave magnetic field elsewhere on the field line [12].

To help visualize the form of the resonant surface in 3D, let us begin by considering
the lines αW(β) shown in Figure 3b. A pair of values for (α, β) identify a particular field
line. If we run through the values (αW(β), β), the corresponding contiguous field lines will
form the resonant surface, and is plotted in Figure 4a. The resonant Alfvén wave velocity
and magnetic field perturbations will be perpendicular to the equilibrium field lines and
also tangential to the resonant surface.

x

z

y

w ||

(a)

(b)

Figure 4. (a) The surface containing the resonant Alfvén waves (identified from Figure 3b as a
maximum of the time-averaged energy density). (b) A cut in the vertical y = 0 plane of the magnitude
of the field-aligned vorticity. Overplotted is the Resonance Map showing permissible Resonant Paths
(white lines) and the boundaries of the Resonant Zone (red lines). See text for details.
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4. Discussion

It is known from studies in 2D equilibria [8,9] that the resonant Alfvén wave has a
toroidal polarisation, and efficient coupling is found for low values of the wavenumber in
the invariant direction. For high values of the wavenumber, the fast mode is evanescent
and coupling is weak. However, decoupled Alfvén waves do exist in this limit and they
have a poloidal polarisation [22]. As noted by Dungey [22] the natural frequencies of the
toroidal and poloidal Alfvén waves are different, and in a dipole field the fundamental
frequencies can differ by 30% [23]. The eigenvalue equations for these two waves were
first derived in Ref. [22], although we restate these equations here in the field-aligned
coordinate formalism [12,24]:

∂

∂γ

(
1

hγ

∂Uα

∂γ

)
+

1
hγ

∂

∂γ

(
ln

(
hα

hβ

))
∂Uα

∂γ
+

ω2
A

V2 hγUα = 0, (12)

∂

∂γ

(
1

hγ

∂Uβ

∂γ

)
+

1
hγ

∂

∂γ

(
ln
(hβ

hα

))
∂Uβ

∂γ
+

ω2
A

V2 hγUβ = 0. (13)

In these equations, ωA is the Alfvén wave eigenfrequency, so corresponds to the
poloidal frequency in Equation (12) and the toroidal frequency in Equation (13). The form
of these equations is quite similar, and the key difference results from the middle term.
If this term is zero, the toroidal and poloidal frequencies are identical. Such a situation will
result if the ratio of hα to hβ is independent of the field-aligned coordinate, γ. Geometrically,
this corresponds to the cross-sectional shape of an elemental flux tube remaining constant
along the length of the tube. This will be true for simple magnetic fields such as a uniform
field or circular field lines around a line current. For more complex magnetic fields, such as
a 2D or 3D dipole, this requirement is not met and the toroidal and poloidal frequencies
will be different.

Until recently, the possibility of Alfvén waves with polarisation that is neither toroidal
or poloidal had received little attention, yet Figure 3c evidently shows these waves are
present. Motivated by simulations similar to those presented here, Ref. [12] showed how
the toroidal and polidal equations given in Ref. [24] could be generalised to account for
Alfvén waves of any polarisation, and this was used to generate Figure 5. Figure 5b shows
a region of the vertical (x, z) plane similar to that in Figure 3c, and each blue dot is used to
identify the intersection of a particular field line with the plane. For a given field line, the
polarisation angle of the Alfvén wave is defined such that this angle is zero for the toroidal
mode and π/2 for the poloidal mode.

(a) (b)

q3

q6

Non-Resonant
Zone

Non-Resonant
Zone

Resonant Zone

Figure 5. (a) The variation of natural Alfvén frequency, ωA, with polarisation angle, θ, for six
different field lines, labelled 1–6. The horizontal blue line denotes the driving frequency, ωd. (b) The
intersections of these field lines with the vertical (x, z) plane that runs the length of the arcade are
shown as blue dots. The blue arrows indicate the polarisation required for the ωA to equal ωd, i.e., the
resonance condition. The solid black line represents a permissible Resonant Path, and the red lines
indicate the boundaries of the Resonant Zone.
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Consider the field line labelled 1 in Figure 5b. If one calculates the toroidal frequency
of this field line, the value found can be plotted and corresponds to the θ = 0 point on the
line labelled 1 in Figure 5a. Similarly, the poloidal frequency corresponds the point on this
line for θ = π/2. Evidently, as the polarisation changes from toroidal to poloidal, there is a
smooth and continuous change from one frequency to the other.

The ωA(θ) curves allow us to address the question of resonance and polarisation.
Recall the simulation is driven at a frequency ωd = 1.125, and this value is represented by
the horizontal blue line in Figure 5a. For the field line labelled 1, it is not possible to choose
a polarisation angle θ for which the Alfvén frequency matches ωd, so this field line is said
to be non-resonant. As one moves along the vertical dashed line (in Figure 5b) to larger
x, the Alfvén frequencies all decrease for this equilibrium. When field line 2 is reached,
the minimum (poloidal) frequency matches ωd, so this field line can support a resonant
poloidal Alfvén wave, and the direction of the plasma displacement is indicated by the
blue arrow.

Proceeding to larger x, one arrives at field line 4, where the maximum (toroidal)
frequency equals ωd. If the monotonic trend continues, field lines beyond this point (such
as 5) will not be able to support a resonant Alfvén wave. Field lines between 2 and 4 can
support a resonant Alfvén wave, and for field line 3 the required polarisation angle can
be read from Figure 5a as θ3. When this process is repeated for different values of z, we
arrive at the idea of a Resonant Zone and Non-Resonant Zones separated by Resonant
Zone boundaries (shown as the red lines in Figure 5b). Figure 5b is termed a Resonance
Map [12]. Similar diagrams have been used to study the evolution of highly asymmetric
poloidal Alfvén waves [25–27].

All the field lines in the Resonant Zone have the potential to be resonant with ωd.
However, Figures 2 and 3c show that not all of these field lines are resonantly excited.
Figure 3c shows a favoured ridge of Alfvén wave energy. Moreover, the path that the
resonant ridge follows can be calculated by using the property that is seen in Figure 3c;
namely, that the plasma velocity (which defines the polarisation angle) is directed along the
ridge. Suppose field line 3 in Figure 5b lies on the resonant ridge. One can use Figure 5a
to find the angle θ3 that is required for the field line to be resonant, which provides the
direction of the plasma displacement, and this is directed along the resonant ridge. One
can step a short distance in this direction along the ridge to reach field line 6, and use the
appropriate ωA(θ) curve in Figure 5a to determine the polarisation angle for this field line
to be resonant—namely θ6. By repeating this process the solid black line in Figure 5b is
produced, and this will coincide with the resonant Alfvén wave ridge.

Although we chose to start the above procedure by considering a field line on the reso-
nant ridge, we could have started with any field line in the Resonant Zone, and produced
a similar Resonant Path. Actually, there are infinitely many paths that can be produced,
and why particular paths are favoured in a given simulation is still a matter of debate.
Figure 4b shows the Resonance Map in the vertical (x, z) plane and uses the parallel vortic-
ity to identify the resonant Alfvén wave ridge. The Resonant Zone boundaries are shown
in Figure 4b as the red lines, and selected members of the family of Resonant Paths as white
lines. There is a clear correspondence between where the Alfvén wave energy is located
and certain Resonant Paths. Although there are still debates on how best to use Resonance
Maps to interpret the properties of simulations, initial studies have shown the importance
of paths coming from locations where the Resonant Paths are tangential to the Resonant
Zone boundary [12,15].

5. Conclusions

This paper has presented numerical simulations of the resonant excitation of Alfvén
waves by the fast mode in a 3D equilibrium. In a 2D equilibrium, it is always the toroidal
Alfvén wave that is resonant, and it sits on a given toroidal surface. In 3D, the resonant
Alfvén wave is no longer confined to being toroidal and is able to traverse toroidal surfaces.
The permissible solutions can be identified using a Resonance Map. Figure 4a shows how
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including asymmetry in the medium along the length of the coronal arcade (i.e., a 3D
medium) causes a variation in which field lines support resonant Alfvén waves, as well
as the polarisation of these waves. This will be important for an accurate interpretation of
coronal observations of resonant Alfvén waves; for a recent review, see [14].
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