
TRAJECTORIES: AIDS ACTIVISM IN 

WESTERN EUROPE 

Nikolaos Papadogiannis, Rachel E. Love, Terry Anderson 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St Andrews, 2022 



Contributors 

Nikolaos Papadogiannis and Rachel E. Love have written the stories for this comic 

book, and Terry Anderson has drawn its cartoons. 

Nikolaos Papadogiannis is a Research Fellow in History at the University of St 

Andrews. He is the PI of the AHRC-funded project on transnational aids activism in 

Western Europe in the 1980s and 1990s. He is also the author of Militant around the 

Clock? Left-wing Youth Politics, Leisure and Sexuality in Post-Dictatorship Greece, 

1974-1981 (Oxford/New York, Berghahn Books, 2015). He has published on the 

history of protest and/or sexuality in journals, such as the European Review of 

History, the European History Quarterly and Contemporary European History. 

Rachel E. Love’s scholarship examines how media, music, and cultural exchange 

informed activist movements in Italy, from the upheavals of the 1960s to the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic of the 1980s and 1990s. As a Research Fellow in History of the 

University of St Andrews, she collaborated with Nikolaos Papdogiannis on the AHRC-

funded transnational aids activism project, conducting archival research and oral 

history interviews. She has also published articles on transatlantic cultural exchange, 

anti-Fascism, and anticolonialism in the journals Popular Music, Modern Italy, 

and Interventions. 

Terry Anderson is co-ordinator at the Scottish Cartoon Art Studio; a member of the 

Professional Cartoonists’ Organization (UK), France-Cartoons and Cartoon 

Movement; a past president of the Scottish Artists Union, representing all visual 

artists in the country; and currently serves as executive director at Cartoonists Rights 

Network International, the human rights organisation for threatened cartoonists. He 

won the Prix Gérard Vandenbroucke at the Salon International de la Caricature, du 

Dessin de Presse et d’Humour in 2022. In addition to the UK and France he was 

workshopped, spoken or written on cartooning in Aotearoa/New Zealand, Japan, 

Singapore, Spain, USA, and Vietnam. 

 

Funder 

This comic book has been funded by an AHRC Research, Development and 

Engagement Fellowship. 

 

 

 



Project partners 

The European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG) and the European Sex Workers' Rights 

Alliance (ESWA) have read earlier versions of the comic book and provided the 

authors and the cartoonist with their feedback, which has helped shape the final 

iteration of the book. 
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infections within the WHO Europe region. Founded in 1992, the EATG is a network of 
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representatives of different communities affected by HIV/AIDS and co-infections. 
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The ESWA is a sex worker-led network proudly representing more than 100 

organisations in 30 countries across Europe and Central Asia. Its aim is to ensure that 

all sex worker voices are heard and that their human, health and labour rights are 

recognised and protected. With its actions and approach inspired by our 

membership community, the ESWA works to build a strong, vibrant and sustainable 

network that mobilises national, regional and international advocacy activity that 

moves us towards long-term, systemic change. 

Website: https://www.eswalliance.org/about_eswa  

Address: Eerste Helmersstraat 17 D * 1054 CX Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

 

Clarification 

In the comic book we have not capitalised hiv and aids, a decision we made based on 

feedback we have received from German scholars and some Greek activists. The 

former differentiate between 'Aids' as a sociopolitical phenomenon and 'AIDS' as an 

illness. The latter claim that capitalising hiv and aids in general makes those 

http://www.eatg.org/
https://www.eswalliance.org/about_eswa


conditions sound too scary and closer to a 'death sentence'. Thus, they argue that 

this is not conducive to their aim to present them as difficult and challenging 

conditions, but, still, ones with which people can live (at least since the mid-1990s), if 

they take the appropriate course of action. 

Moreover, words or phrases in the original language are accompanied by a 

translation in English, which begins with an asterisk. 
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