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1. Ibn Malik and his Alfiyya 

- c -Ibn Malik, Qjamal AI-Din Mubammad b. Abdullah b. 

~bdullah, was born in Qjayyan in AI-Andalus, in 600/1203. 

He travelled to Syria and Egypt, and died in Damascus in 672/ 

1273. 

Among the books he wrote were the following (1): 

1. AI-Kafiya Al-Shafiya, and a commentary on it. The 

text contains around three thousand verses dealing with 

syntax and accidence. 

2. TashTl AI-Faw~~id wa TakmTl AI-Mak~sid, and a commentary . . 
On it. The text deals, in prose, with the same topics as 

the previous book, but slightly more extensively. 

3. 
_ _ c 

Shawahid AI-TawqI~ wal Ta~~I~ Ii Mushkilat AI-Qjami-

Al-SahTh. . . . 
4. Lamiyyat AI-Afc~l. 

5. cUmdat AI-Hafiz wa cUddat AI-Lafiz. . . . 
6. Sabk AI-Man~um wa Fak Al-t1als..b.tum. 

7. I'!lazat AI-TacrTf FlcIlm AI-Ta~rTf. 

8. TUQfat AI-Mawdud FI AI-Ma~~ur wal Mamdud~with a 

c omme nt ary . 

9. AI-ICtidad Fil Fark Bayna AI-la' wal Dad. .. . . . 
10. Manzuma FTma warada min AI-Afcal Bil waw wal Va) . . 
11. The Alfiyya, or Al-!S.bula~a which is the subject matter 

of the rest of this chapter. 

The Alfiyya is a text covering the syntax and 

accidence of the Arabic language. It contains one thousand 

verses, composed in the metre Ra£jaz. 

( 1 ) B r oc k elm ann, vol. 1, p p. 3 5 9 - 3 6 3, S. vol. 1, p p. 5 21 - 5 2 7 
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It is called Alfiyya because of its one thousand 

verses, and because Ibn Malik himself said in the 

Alfiyya: 

and it is called AI-Khulasa because it is an abridgement - . 
(around a third of ) AI-Kafiya, and because Ibn Malik 

himself said in the text: 

( 2) c1-..,o l...o-> )L. t...; ~ I L....S . .J 

the Alfiyya generated a vast number of books related to 

it; parsing it, commenting on it, writing postscript to 

it ,y.1~ and scholia on some commentaries, glossaries of 

the poetic evidence of some commentaries. etc. (3). 

Of the forty (or so) commentaries on the Alfiyya, 

seven have been published (4). 

1. The commentary of Ibn Malik's son; Badr AI-DI"n Mu~ammad 

b. Mubammad b. Malik (686/1287)~prepared for students of 

intermediate level. 

2. Manhadj Al-Salik Fil Kalam c Ala Alfiyyat Ibn Malik, 

by Abu ~ayyan AI-Andalus;(654/1256-745/1344). It is 

inc omplete (5) and pr epared f or students of advanced level, and 

very critical of Ibn Malik (6) • 

. •... ,-_ •.. _._-_ .. _--------------------------

(1) Ibn M~lik, Alfiyyat Ibn Malik, p. 9, and the commentary 
p. 3. 

(2) Ibn Malik, ibid., p. 80. 

(3) For more detailed account of the literature related to 
the Alfiyya see:~a<!.ir K,balifa, vol. 1, pp. 151-155, 
AI-Ba.9l:!dadI", pp. 119-120, Brockelmann, vol. 1, pp. 
359-362, S. vol. 1, pp. 522-526. 

(4 ) 

( 5 ) 

(6 ) 

See B r oc k elm ann, v 0 ~. 1, p p. 35 9 - 3 6 2, S. vol. 1, p p. 52 2 -
526, and ~amza, M. AII,lbn AI-Na?im AI-Na~wT, pp. 69-70. 

~amza, Ibid., p. 69. 

S. Glazer, liThe Alfiyya - commentaries of Ibn c AkTl 
and Abu Ijay/an liThe ~luslim World, vol. 31, 1941,-

I, 0. ,'\ '. n ':' 
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3. Awqa~ AI-Masalik Ila Alfiyyat Ibn Malik, by Djamal 

AI-Din Hisham AI-AnsarI (761/1361). It is a concise - . 
commentary, and prepared for beginners. 

4. C -1 C -Ibn AkTl's commentary, by Baha AI-DTn Abdullah 

b. cA~Tl (769/1367). It is prepared for students of 

intermediate level (1). 

5 • 

_ _ c _ 

Commentary of AI-MakkudT, Abu Zayd Abdul Rabman b. 

c AIT (807/405). It is a concise commentary, and prepared 

for beginners. 

6. AI-Bah~a AI-Marqiyya FI ~artt AI-Alfiyya, by Al-Suyu~r, 

Djalal AI-DIn c Abd AI-Rahman (911/1505). It is a concise -
commentary, and prepared for beginners. 

7. Manha~ Al-Salik ila Alfiyyat Ibn Malik, by AI-Ashmunl, 

N ur Al - D r n cAl r b. M ub am mad (900/1495). The m os t ext ens i v e 

of the commentaries mentioned above. 

There are two questions which arise here; the first is: 

why should Ibn Malik write such a compendium in the first 

p~ace? The second is: what made the Alfiyya so famous 

and popular among scholars? 

In answering the first question it is possible to 

cite three reasons: 

1. The tradition of writing simple, concise, straight-

forward texts for students to memorize became fashionable 

in grammar since the fourth century A.H. with books like 

AI-£lumal by AI-Za1ial1T, Al- T~ab and AI-Takmila by Al

Farisl and AI-Luma
c 

by Ibn QjinnT ••• etc. (2). 

(1) S. Glazer, Ibid., 

(2) lji£jazT, M.F., c Ilm AI-Lugha AI-CArdbiyya, Kuwait, 
1973, pp. 91-92. 
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2. The fact that memorising poetry is much easier than 

memorising pr ose, since poetry enjoys inner music, fixed 

metre ••• etc. (1). 

3. As a result of these reasons, writing a compendium 

represents a challenge to the grammarian, and, if he 

succeeds, it means the road to fame. 

Ibn Malik did succeed, since his Alfiyya, indisputably, 

is the most famous compendium in Arabic grammar. This leads 

us to the second question; the reasons for its success. 

Sidney Glazer (2) tried to answer this question by 

say in g " the Al f i Y Y a i s are mar k a b 1 e tour d e for c e, f or 

in spite of the author's self-imposed limitations of 

size, style, and poetic medium, it manages with great 

ingenuity to embrace, by direct mention or allusion, 

virtually every major grammatical principle. The simple 

and neatly organized rules, encased in jingling and easy-

to-memorize verses, made it a favorite pedagogic instrument 

• • • ( .B )" the n he sa i d "t h e A 1 f i y yap r ov ide san ex cell e n t 

insight into the most advanced stage attained by grammatical 

science • it is in Ibn Malik's work that one encounters, 

perhaps for the first time, some feeling for syntax 

divorced from morphology (4)". 

(1) 

(2 ) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

Hamza, M. cAl!, Ibid., p. 68. 
• 

S. G 1 a z e r, "T he Al f i y y a of 1 b n Ma 1 i k", the Mus 1 i m w 0 rId , 
vol. XXXI, 1941, pp. 274-279. 

S. Glazer, Ibid., p. 278. 

Ibid., p. 279. 
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2. AI-MuradI'; his Life and Writings (1) 

His name was Hasan (or AI-Hasan) b. Kisim b. . . . 
cAdbull~h b. cAli AI-Murad! (2). His honorific was 

Badru AI-OI'n (3). He was known with another agnomen 

that is: Ibn Umm l5asim, after umm l5asim, who was his 

paternal grandmother, who migrated from Morocco to 

Egypt, or - in another version - after a lady from the 

Palace who adopted him. He lived in Egypt and died 

there in 1348/749 (4) A.H. 

He was known as a pious man, dedicating his life 

to knowledge. He studied the "CArabiyya", jurisprudence 

)-
and its foundations, readings of the ~ur an and 

exegetics. He attended the lectures of the following 

sch olar s : 

( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5 ) 

1. Abu 
c - _ 

Abdullah AI-Tandjl . - ( 5 ) • 

Mr. T. iluhsin wrote an extensive article about 
AI-Murad"'iis life and books (AI-Mawrid, vol. 2,1974, 
P p. 8 9 - 92 ) . We h a v e a 1 soc 0 n suI ted B r oc k e 1m ann, 
vol. 2, p. 27, S. vol. 2, p. 16, AI-Ba.9.,bdadi, vol. 1, 
p. 139, AI-OawudT, vol. 1, p. 139, Ha9JT KhalTra 
vol. 1, p. 152,406,607,646,648, vol. 2, p. 1031, 
1774, Al-~anbal'i vol. 6, pp. 160-161, Ibn AI-QjazarT, 
vol. 1, pp. 227-228, Ibn Al-~adT, vol. 1, pp. 241-242, 
Kabbala, vol. 3, p. 2l1, A l-Kbawa nsar"i , vol. 3, p. 101, 
AI-MakkT, p. 121, Al- Asl$alanT, vol. 2, pp. 116-117, 
Al-SuyutT, vol. 1, p. 517, Al-SuyutT (8), vol. 1, 536, 
A 1-Z ir i k IT, vol. 2, p. 228. • 

cf . Ha~T ~alTfa vol. 2 , p. 1774. 

cf • Ibid, vol. 1, p . 152. 

cf • Ib n Al-~acJi, vol. 1, pp. 242, Al-cAskalanT, vol. 
2 , p. 117. 

Al-Suyu~T , vol. 2 , p. 70. 
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2 . c -Ya~ya b. Abu Bakr b. Abdullah b. Mu~ammad 

b. cAb dull ahA 1 - t;ili i mar r A 1-T un is T (l) ( 724 

A.H.). 

3. Sharaf AI-DIn c lsa b. Makhluf b. cYsa AI-Ma~llT 

(2) (746 A.H.). 

4. Sira::!j AI-DIn c Umar b. Mu~ammad b. cAlI b. 

Futuh AI-Damanhuri (3) (752 A.H.). 

5. Ma<1.Jd AI-DTn IsmacTl b. Mu~ammad b. cAbdullah 

A 1 - T us t ur 1 (4) (748 A. H • ) . 

6. Shams AI-DIn Abu cAbdullah Mu~ammad b. A~mad b. 

c Abd AI-Mu}min, known as Ibn AI-Labban (5) 

(685 A.H.). 

7. Abu Al-~asan b. AI-Djayyab (6). 

8. Muhammad b. Yusuf b. cAlI b. Yusuf . b ' -• I~ ayy an, 

Abu ~ayyan AI-Andalusl (745 A.H.). 

Abu Hayyan requires special attention, since he is • 

the only teacher of AI-HuradI of whom we detect the presence 

in AI-MudidT's commentary on the Alfiyya. Also, as far as 

the science of grammar is concerned, he is the most famous 

of them. His attitude towards Ibn Halik is uniquely 

0) Al-Suyu~T, vol. 2, p. 33l. 

( 2 ) A 1 - S uy U ~ 1 (B), vol. 1, p. 46 0 • 

(3) Al-~anbalr, vol. 6, p. 72. 

(4) Al-Suyu~l, vol. 1, p. 455. 

(5) AI-DawudT, vol. 2, pp. 76-79. 

( 6 ) AI-HadTthT, kh.: . - - Abu ~ayyan AI-Na~wT, p. 511. 
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ambivalent. He exalted, on one hand, some books of 

Ibn Malik, such as AI-TashTl, writing three commentaries 

on it, and was, on the other hand, very critical of .land 

sometime hostile towards, Ibn Malik for various reasons. 

He was a prolific 1,'!riter, and an unfinished commentary 

on the Alfiyya was among his books 0). 

AI-HudidT himself was a prolific author as well. 

He wrote the following books: 

1. AI-Djana AI-DanT FI ~uruf AI-HacanT (2). 

2. Djumal AI-rcrab. 

3. rCrab Al-Basmala. 

4. Manzuma FT Bayan AI-Gal wal Dhal, and a 

commentary on it (3). 

5. Manzuma FI Al-Za) wal Dad. . . 
6. AI-MufTd FT ~ar~ cUmdat Al-Mu~rd FT Al-Nazm 

wal TadjwTd, by Al-Salilld'wr. 

7. Risala Fr AI-Alif. 

8. Risala Fr Kalla wa Bala. 

9. Risala FT law. 

10. Sharb aab Wa~f ijamza wa Hisnam c Ala AI-Hamz min 

Al-Shatibiyya,( \vhich is part of Al-~a~ibiyya, by 

A l-Shat ibT.) - . 
11. Shar~ Al-~uzuliyya, by AI-DjuzuIT. 

(1) For details about Abu ~ayyan see: Al-~adlthr, kh.: 
Abu ~ayyan AI-Na~wr, pp. 327-339. 

(2) Printed in Baghdad, 1975, edited by Taha Mu~sin. 

(3) Printed in AI-Mawrid, vol. 1, 1973, pp. 37-146.1by 
Mr. T. M uh sin. • • 
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25. Urdjuza FT Ma.!itlari~ AI-~uruf wa ~ifatiha, and 

its commentary. 

There are two books which could be confused with two 

oth er books: 

1. ICrab AI-l5ur=>an, which could be the same book 

as No. 22. 

2. Manzuma FT ~1acanT AI-Huruf, which could be the . . 
same book as No.1. 

We know of one student of AI-Mur~dT, that is Ibrahim 

b. Abmad b. c Abd AI-Waryid AI-TanufT (1). (800 A.H.). 

(1) AI-~anbali, vol. 1, pp. 11-12. 
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3. AI-MuradT's Sources for his Commentary 

In trying to detect the sources from which AI-MudidT 

benefitted, some difficulties arise. AI-MuradT did not 

give a list of his sources in the beginning (or the end) 

of his book, as some authors did in those ages. It 

cannot be deduced, on the other hand, that he used a book 

simply for the sole reason he mentioned it, as it is quite 

possible he was using another book which had quoted from 

the one mentioned. 

AI-Murad! indicates, explicitly, that his book is a 

brief one,and he refrains from discussing certain issues 

in detail because he has dealt with them in a book "other 

than this brief book" (1), which might lead to the assump

tion that this "brief commentary" deals with similar topics 

to these of his other books, and his commentary could be 

a sort of abridgement of the more elaborate ones. If we 

remember, AI-MuradT commented on AI-Kafiya, and AI-TashTl, 

both by Ibn Malik; both are more elaborate texts than the 

Alfiyya, and both deal with the same topics - then this 

will en han ceo ur ass u m p t ion. He did n ot n a mea n y of his 

own books in the commentary, and we cannot, theref ore, 

(under the present circumstances) assert that his comment

ary on the Alfiyya was written after the other books. 

(1) The commentary, p. 4/ 41,134-135,398,418,619. 
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AI-Muradr referred, throughout his commentary, to 

around (70) different books, apart from mentioning the 

names of many grammarians and linguists who were known 

as having written books, without mentioning the titles 

of their books. 

The frequency of reference to these books varies, 

ranging from once only, to a maximum of over (360) times, 

in one case. 

If we are to use a numerical criterion, then 

AI-TashTl will be the foremost among the books he referred 

to, as he mentioned it over (360) times. AI-MuradT had 

more than one copy of that book, and he collated its 

different versions 0). He also referred to Ibn Malik's 

commentary on his AI-Tashil (171) times. Less favourable 

was Ibn Walik's commentary on his AI-K~Ifiya (160 times) 

and the text of the Kafiya itself (107) times. There 

is no consistent position, or pOint of view, adopted 

by him towards those books. 

The only commentary on the Alfiyya which we can be 

sure that AI-MuradT consulted was that of Ibn tvta-lik's son. 

He mentioned it over (60) times, and he very often named 

him as lithe commentator ll
• r-.J l..::-.J I 

It seems that AI-Mur~dT had more than one 

copy of that commentary when he wrote his own book (2). 

In most cases he was criticizing Ibn Malik's son for 

various reasons (3). 

(1) The commentary, p. 609, 684,692,822, 823,892,898, 
899, 1029, 1034. 

(2) Ibid., p. 19. 

(3) See, for example, Ibid., p. 456,509,615,681, 684, 
698,707,760,846-847,852,856,1011, and compare 

with p. 693-694,976,983. 
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A remarkable phenomenon is that we do not find any 

reflection of his teachers in his commentary, and the 

only exception to this is Abu ~ayyan. Abu I:fayyan was a 

prolific author, and he wrote, among others, Al-')irti~af. 

AI-MuradT benefitted from its encyclopedic and erudite 

exposition, and mentioned it over (30) times. Abu ~ayyan 

also wrote a commentary on the Alfiyya, but he finished 

commenting on the first half of the Alfiyya only 0). 

AI-MuradT mentioned this commentary once (2). If we are 

to follow the numerical criterion, we cannot assume that 

he benefitted from it. But I tend to believe that 

AI-Murad! did benefit from his teacher's commentary. I 

h a vet w 0 rea son s f or t his bel i e f ; 

The first is the period between the writing of the 

two commentaries was too short to enable AI-MuradT to 

res or t t 0 a sec 0 n d boo k as" in t e r me d i a r y" . 

The second is a passage from Al-Suyut;I's AI-Harne., 

where he related a suggestion propounded by Abu ~ayyan, 

then Al-Suyu~T said "AI-MuradT related that ~uggestio3 

in the f or m of "i twa s s aid" ~ ;;; _ ,0 -: and t hat is 

his ,C\l-MuradT'~.-' habit in Eelatin21 the original sug

gestions 0~1 of his teacher (3)". This significant 

(1) See chapter one, p.2. 

(2) The commentary, p. 242. 

(3) Al-Suyut;T, vol. 1, p. 72. 

• 
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passage might suggest that AI-MuradT did not adopt a 

very positive attitude towards his teacher, presenting 

his disagreement in a polite way. Also, this passage 

means, as far as his sources are concerned, that it is 

difficult to apply the numerical criterion to that 

particular book, i.e. Abu ~ayyan's commentary on the 

Alfiyya, since AI-MuradT tried not to mention Abu ~ayyan 

by name. 

Among the other books he mentioned were: AI-Basit 

(28) times, AI-Nihaya (9) times, Kitab Sibawayhi (6) 

Some observations, concerning the books he mention-

ed in his commentary, are worth mentioning here. 

The first observation is the variety in subject 

of the books he mentioned. Although they are predominantly 

grammatical books, as one might expect, he also included 

dictionaries 

.•• etc.), 

,
AI-~ur an by 

c c 
(AI- Ayn, Mukhtasar Al- Ayn, AI-Mukhassas - . - .... 
e x e g e s e s of the K u r .) a n ( A 1-K ash s h a f, Mac anT . --
Al - Z a 2121 a ~, Mac an r A I - ~ ur .) an by A I - Far raJ) , 

and neneral literature (Kitab AI-Shucara", AI-AmaIT by 

Secondly, it seems that he laid a greater emphasis 

on later books rather than earlier ones. It could be 

because later books tend to be comprehensive and encyclo-

pedic, containing what the earlier books had to say. 

Thirdly, most of the books mentioned were written 

by grammarians or linguists with Ba~r an inclination. 

• 
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It might be attributed to the eventual triumph of the 

Ba~ran School, and to the abundant legacy they left 

in comparison with their rivals, i.e. the Kufan. 

• 
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4. AI-MuradT's Method in his Commentary 

In writing his commentary, AI-Muradi" followed the 

same arrangements of topics which Ibn Malik adopted in 

the text of the Alfiyya. There are, obviously, other 

arrangements adopted by other grammarians, such as 

AI-Zama.!s.b.~arT's in his AI-Mufa~~al. AI-MuradT followed 

Ibn Malik even in the latter's odd arrangements of the 

br oken plurals (1). 

He expressed, on certain occasions, his belief in 

the existence of logical (or natural) concatenation and 

coherence in the sequence of certain subjects. He said, 

for example, that Ibn Malik dealt with the diminutive 

just after he had dealt with the broken plurals "because 

they are, as STbawayhi said, of the same nature (2)". 

There are several elements in his method in 

commenting on the Alfiyya; that is: definitions of terms, 

explaining the related verse(s), dialogism, and the 

additional notices· Gly .... -; 

These elements very seldom combine together in one 

single paragraph. If they do, however, the sequence is, 

usually, as follows: definition, explanation of the 

verse, the dialogism, then the notices (3). But most 

( 1 ) The c om men tar y, p p. 771 - 7 72 • 

(2) Ibid., p. 815, see also p. 571, 946. 

(3) See, for example, the commentary, pp. 26-28, 133-135, 
391-393, 443-444, 542-544, 553-556. 
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of the paragraphs lack one or more of these elements. 

In defining terms, AI-MuradT resorts to the logical 

definition; by mentioning the genus, differentia, 

etc., and sometimes using the lexical meaning of the 

term to shed light on its terminological use (l). 

In his explanation of the content of the verse, he 

more often mentions the verses followed by the explanation, 

and sometimes the other way round (2). 

He tries to clarify the content of the verse~ by 

stating its implications, and the grammatical rules the 

verse is trying to promote. If he thinks that the verse 

contains a twisted structure, or some diff icult words, 

then he parses and paraphrases it, and explains the 

d if f i cuI t w or d s (3). 

Alth ough he says, modestly, that his purpose is 

to explain the verse (4), he has not, in fact, confined 

his ex pIa nat ion tot h e t ext of the Al f i y y a, sin c e he 

frequently supplemented the statements of the Alfiyya (5). 

He indicates that he has obtained more than one 

copy of the Alfiyya (6), but we do not find many refer-

ences, in the commentary, to the differences in the 

versions. 

(1) ine commentary, pp. 88, 98, 106,133, 140,203,229, 
239, 245 ••• 

(2 ) Compare, for example, the commentary, p p. 27 -31, 
with p. 24, 39, 427. 

(3 ) Ibid., pp. 1-2, p. 11, 23. 24, 144, 488, 553. 

(4) Ibid., p. 6n, 885. 

(5 ) Ibid., p. 206, 234, 304, 339, . . . 
(6 ) Ibid., p. 89. 

.. 
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The dialog ism is an old traditional imaginary 

dialogue between the reader, and AI-Muradr. The reader's 

part is not attributed to any specific person, but is 

represented in the form of "if you say " wh ile 

AI-MuradT responds by saying "I would say. " The 

questi on is:. fr om where does the reader's part come; 

Admittedly, some could be genuine inquiries on the part 

of the reader (i.e. the questi ons could ar ise in the 

minds of several readers) since they represent questions 

revealing confusion, difficulties (1) ••• etc. 

The majority of the dialogism are, however, 

objections to the Alfiyya, concerning its statements, 

expressions, precision, • • etc., w her e A I - M ur ad T ' s 

role is to defend, justify, explain etc. 

The oppositional type of dialogism reveals great 

erudition on the part of the reader. Have these object-

ions actually been raised by certain grammarians, 

although AI-MuradT refrains from mentioning their names? 

The verification of this requires a thorough survey of 

the literature related to the Alfiyya, especially the 

literature prior to AI-MuradT's commentary. It is worth 

noting that AI-MuradT did mention, explicity - in some 

parts of the commentary, though not in the dialogism -

some actual ojbections to the Alfiyya. AI-MuradT did 

not mention the names of the grammarians who raised these 

(1) Th:e commentary, p. 7,17,54,59,61. See also 
p. 20, 42, 58, 70,which could be interpreted as genuine 
inquiries. 
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objections (1). 

Whatever the case., U.e pedagogical value of the 

d i a 1 og u e f or m can n ot bed e n i e d . 

His notices c..:...<.;t.. ___ -:-; are purely of AI-MuradT's 

propounding, since they contain points not included 

in the dialog ism or the explanations, such as AI-MuradT's 

objections to the Alfiyya, his mentioning opinions of 

other grammarians which were not referred to in the 

course of explaining the verse, clarification of 

some subtleties of the subject, restrictions, or adjust-

ments to grammatical statements ••• etc., sometimes 

running to some length (2). The number of these notices 

varies, ranging from one to eight. 

Here, again, we can discern the pedagogical value 

of these notices. 

AI-MuradT did not explain every single issue 

referred to by the Alfiyya, since he thought some of 

them too clear to need explanation, or issues too well-

known to dwell on (3). This leads us to the belief 

that AI-MuradT assumed some background knowledge on 

the part of the reader. As a result, this implies that 

his book is not for beginners. A cursory comparison 

between AI-MuradT's book on one hand, and the comment

aries of Ibn Hisham and Ibn cA~Il on the Alfiyya, and 

(1) The commentary, p. 8,11 (lines 2 and 8) 16, 19. 

(2) See, for example, the commentary, pp. 8-9, p. 21, 
pp. 27-28, 29-30, p. 32, 34, pp. 34-35, p. 35. 

(3) Ibid., p. 163, 273, 948. 

• 
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Ibn Y aClsh' s Shar~ AI-Mufa!?~al - on the other hand, 

inclines me to deem AI-MuradI's book an advanced one, or -

at least - written for upper-intermediate students. 

Considering the era, AI-MuradI's style is plain, 

straight-forward and concise, lacking ornaments (except 

the first few lines of the introduction) or difficult 

words, except where the word itself is the subject

matter. 

AI-MuradT's character is quite conspicuous 

throughout his book. In fact, we feel his presence on 

every sing Ie page (l). 

(1) See chapter 7. 
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5. AI-MuradT and The Differences Among Grammarians 

AI-MuradT's commentary on the Alfiya is among the 

most ext ens iv e known, if not the most extensive. 

Therefore we may anticipate a relatively elaborate treat-

ment of the topics he dealt with, and an exposition of 

the differences among grammarians. The fact that the 

conclusions which the grammarians had agreed unanimously 

upon were very few (1), and that the commentary was 

written after over five centuries of grammatical heritage, 

enhances our anticipation. 

The i mag e of his boo k, w h i c h A I-M ur ad T t r i edt 0 

portray, was not compatible with the one mentioned earlier, 

since he thought of it as a brief book pO -:=>.0 , and he 

could not, as he said, deal in detail with every grammatical 

issue, explain the pros and cons of every suggestion pro-

pounded by grammarians, and this led him, as a result, to 

be selective, if he was to keep the book to the size he 

wanted. For example~ he mentioned two opinions on the 

parsing of the dual u ., .... 111.;-''-'''', then he said "there 

are other opin ions ~I.io on parsing the dual, but we 

do not wish to protract this study by mentioning them" (2) 

On another occasion, he said that he 

could not elaborate more because such an elaboration "does 

not suit this brief book" (3) 

(1) One grammarian disputed even the famous division of 
the parts of speech, see the Commentary p. 9. 

(2) The Commentary, p. 52, see also p. 18, 76. 

(3) Ibid. p. 67, see also 46, 75-76, 134-135, 300. 
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sometimes referred tohis other books, where he had dealt 

with those issues in more detail (1). 

Although AI-MuradT did not make it his task to 

report every sing Ie opini on of every grammarian, he was, 

nevertheless, very careful and particular in the matter 

of attributing an opinion to a grammarian, and he was very 

careful to report a unanimity among grammarians. He 

c r i tic i zed, f or ins tan c e, w h oe v err e 1 ate d t hat the K uf an 

allowed the curtailment ~~I of triliteral noun when 

its middle radical is movent .h.....,J I ~ ~ tf'Y'::' by say ing 

" EhiS relati~ is arguable ~ c.; 3 because the dis-
:» 

a 11 ow a nC e has bee n reI ate d of Al -K i saT, un 1 e s sit be 

pr ov edt hat he had two say in g s" (2) u ~ ~. I n an oth er 

example, he criticized Ibn Malik f or saying that grammarians 

agreed unanimously not to accept, except in poetry, d~ ~~ 

by annexing dr whereas AI-MuradT said 

that another grammarian "related from the Kufan that they 

allowed this in all circumstances Is '60 in poetry and other 

forms Or ~ ~ and the oth er numer als. 

~~,. The reference to unanimity was not correct" 

(3 ) . 

He was also meticulous about stating and interpreting 

the opinions of other grammarians, e.g. what AI-Farisl said 

// 
(concerning the unsound plural ~ .. .o-JI~I-,such as )Y.'") 

~ 

that Yunus and those who agreed with him wl'U-O'~J:: 

(1) The Commentary, p. 134-135, 398. 

(2) Ibid., p. 557, see also, 218, 403, 557-558. 

(3) The Commentary, p. 722, see also p. 475, 731. 
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did not allow nunation and elision of Va) 6L "and the 
- a~U:J1 

short vowel on the case of the genitive is fatlia ~ a.:..::.aJ1-

was wrong, because they E..e. Yunus and who agreed with 

hi~ said that over the proper noun (1). 

AI-MuradT did not follow th e same meth od in 

attributing opinions to their proponents. I'lost times he 

mentioned them by name, stating that one particular 

grammarian (or more) adopted certain opinion(s) (2), but 

sometimes, on fewer occasions, he refrained from men-

tioning the names, being content to refer to them by 

saying "some of them" "group of them" • et c • 

One does not expect to find a necessary correlation 

between refraining from mentioning the name, and AI-Muradi's 

attitude towards the opinions, but it might be observed, 

when he does not refer to the name, that he is mostly 

not in agreement with the opinions(3), or, less frequently, 

does not even pass judgement on them (4), and very seldom 

is he in favour of them (5). 

There are many aspects of these differences among 

g ram mar ian s • The y d iff ere don the t e r min 01 og y the y use d , 

the definition, the explanation, the grammatical con-

elusions, or some other theoretical issues. AI-Murad"i did 

not pay a great deal of attention to the differences in 

terminology, as he believed that "there is no argument 

(1) The Commentary, p. 612, see also p. 422, 475, 611-612. 

(2) See, for example, the Commentary, p. 489, 508,539, 
566, 567, 589, 608-609, 620. 

(3) The Commentary, p. 13, 83, 219, 223, 224, 279,301,313, 
337, 481, 536, 676, 679, 702, 711, 869. 

(4) Ibid., p. 67, 98, 225, 257, 265, 286, 292, 317, 319. 

(5) Ibid., p. 56,222,301. 
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over terminology" (1), (" ~ ;; I ti ~ L.., ') n or tot he 

differences in definition (2). Most of his emphasis was 

put on the following aspects: 

1. Grammatical acceptability, where the difference lay 

in accepting (or rejecting) certa in str uctures, as 

when the K'lifan allowed the defining of the spec-

if icative, ~Iu~ while the Ba~ran offered an 

alternative explanation in such cases as were adduced 

(3) 

2 • The or e tic a 1 a r gum e n t s, w h i c h had nob ear in g 0 nth e 

actual structure, but aimed at approaching the text 

fr om one or more of the following angles: 

A. Parsing, where the gr ammar ia ns disagreed on how to 

consider certain elements in a given text, as when 

~ ,:,1 
STbawayhi considered an 0 1 after law rl ,as in 

pIa c e of n om ina t i v e of inc e p t ion , 

while the KCifan and other grammarians thought of 

it as an agent of the understood verb "to occur" 

(4 ) 

B. The explanation of such phenomena, as the ~amma on 

the singular vocative .JAIl ~.JI..4J1and whether to 

consider it as a damma of uninf lectedness or dn • 

(1) The Commentary, p. 448, see also p. 70, 208,221,499, 
758, 840. 

(2) Ibid., p. 98. 

(3) Ibid., p. 30, see also p. 77, 109, 127,137,168,176-
177,290,300,319-320,365,366,368,370,372,463, 
483,504,509-510,558,582,650,656,665,667,677,688-
689, 718, 728, 730-731, 738, 739, 755-756, 761, 762, 
808-809,829,843,882. 

( 4 ) The C om men tar y p. 6 94, see a 1 sop. 2 7 3, 32 8, 6 7 8, 747. 
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C. Categorization of certain elements, and whether 

they were verbs, nouns, or particles, such as the 

difference between grammarians as to whether the 

verbs of surprise \.....0.:> ... ,;JI J--:...9 are actJually verbs or 

nouns (2). 

D. Derivational and analytical differences, as to 

whether lIism ll is derived from sumuw or wasm (3), 

and whether !ilia I.,) is uniliteral or biliteral 

( 4 ) . 

3 • Mea n i n g, e s p e cia 11 y of par tic 1 e s, a s w hen the y d iff ere d 

ab out whether min v.o c oul d den ot e th e c ommenc erne nt 

of the 1 i mit i n tim e (5). 

AI-MuradI's position towards these differences among 

grammar ians was, on the wh ole, a mild one. He did not 

exhibit any sort of fanaticism or take one side throughout 

his book. He mentioned several illustrious names, such 

as AI-Zadj<1,j'as!.j, Ibn c -U!:!fur, . . . et c. on some occasions 

supporting them, and on others criticizing them (6). 

-----,,---- - - - -----------.--------- -------------------------

(l ) The C om men tar y, p. 5 12, see a 1 sop. 3 9 9, 6 44, 6 5 4, 73 0 , 
951. 

(2) The commentary, p. 403-404, see also p. 577,646. 

(3) Ibid., p. 948. 

( 4 ) I bid., p. 98, see a 1 sop. 82 0, 917, 92 8 - 929 • 

( 5 ) I bid., p. 31 9, see a 1 sop. 32 7, 3 99 - 4 00, 401 - 4 02, 651, 
744. 

(6) Compare the commentary p. 735 with p. 830, p. 687 with 
p. 675, 685, 694 and p. 832 with p. 685. 
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The only positive position which AI-MuradT pursued 

with some consistency was that towards STbawayhi and the 

Basran . . 
It is quite obvious in his book that AI-MuradY held 

STbawayhi in high esteem, as the latter heard from the 

Arabs first hand, and was also a trustworthy grammarian 

and linguist (1). He had, in AI-MuradT's book, the highest 

place as an individual grammarian. He quoted Ibn Malik's 

saying that "there is no such expression as ~ .<1 ~ I.s lo 
- Lr' r 

and what looked like this expression was not actually said 

by the Arabs, but by the grammarians, and this is why 

STbawayhi did not exemplify - in the examples of conjunction--

other than vS-J,5 and this is testimony to his honesty and 

perfect integrity, as he allows conjunction by it ~ 

without its being preceded by jl,5, and refraining from 

,51] so that it would not be exemplifying it ~ithout 
thought that it was used by the Arabs (2)". 

r)tS uo ':}~)l5~ ~VS-J ..u......r Ls 1.0 y-.:,uo~~I~ 

.u,l.,..:.uo 1.is:>,5"vSJ,5" ~ ':}lu~I~1 ~~~~r-'ill.iJ,5'~r-l1 

~.?.5',5IJ-:ii-S~~ Lr-:-,ib=-'I ~ ~':}'~I~Jk.S.7~101 

~ - II 4",:: 10 ", "; "I lo.o 0-; I ) ji -; '- ).l.!.J 0......- I ";0'- II r--' _ .v_ 

He supported STbawayhi in methodological issues, 

such as deeming J.:..-9 as a pattern 0;,5 relying on one 

(1) The commentary, p. 375-376. 

(2) The Commentary, p. 475. 
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word only (1), as well as agreeing with him in structural 

a c c e pta b iIi t Y ( 2 ), e x pIa nat ion (3), par sin g (4 ), s om e 

the or e tic ali s sue s ( 5 ), and mea n i n g s (6 ) • 

In most cases he gave his reasons for opting for 

STbawayhi's opinions (7), refraining from this in a 

few other cases (8), or he would just criticize SIbawayhi's 

opp onents (9). 

AI-MuradT, however, did not support STbawayhi always 

and blindly, as he did not comment, but stayed neutral 

in certain cases, although there were not 50 many of 

the 5 e (10), and 0 p p os e d him in v e r y few c a 5 e 5 (11). 

(l ) T fu e c om men tar y, p. 9 09, 5 e e a 1 sop. 815, 8 5 3 • 

(2) Ibid., p. 480, 578, 615, 633, 639-640, 806, 816, 
827-828, 833, 843, 853, 857-858, 859, 864, 882, 885. 

(3) Ibid., p. 142, 604, 630-631. 

(4) Ibid., p. 426, 435. 

(5) Ibid., p. 83,611. 

(6) Ibid., p. p. 399-400,639-640. 

(7) Ibid., p. 399-400, 578, 615, 633, 634-635, 803, 806, 
833,885. 

(8) Ibid., p. 604,639-640. 

(9) Ibid., p. 611, 729, 843, 859. 

(10) The Commentary p. 804, 934, 942. 

(11) Ibid., p. 26,692, 939. 
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The other positive position was towards the Ba~ran 

school, especially their famous disagreement with the 

Kuf an . AI-MuradT's inclination towards the Basr an is 

detectable in his commentary. 

He mentioned around 80 controversial issues where 

they disagreed. On half of them he did not take sides (1), 

and he did not tend to give the reasons of every party 

(2), covering basically, two aspects: theoretical (3) 

and grammatical acceptability (4). 

He supported the Ba~ran in around 30 issues. He 

sometimes reasoned out his support (5), and sometimes 

was content to state that the Ba~ran were right (6). 

In certain cases he objected to the Kufan without men-

tioning their rivals, the Ba~ran (7). So we take it, 

as a corollary, that he was supporting the Ba~ran 

He supported the Kuf an in around 10 issues, most 

of them concerning grammatical acceptability (8), where 

(1) See, for example, Ibid., p. 504,512,582,587 ... etc. 

(2) Among the few cases see the commentary p. 31-32,98-
99,327, 917, 951. 

(3) Ibid., p. 16, 31-32, 587, 644, 650. 

(4) Ibid., p. 295, 300, 308, 319-320. 

( 5 ) I bid ., p. 1 76 -1 77, 2 48, 25 5, 3 99 - 4 00, 403 - 4 04 • 

(6) Ibid., p. 268-269, 329, 558, 646, 678,743, 928. 

(7) Ibid., p. 137, 365, 656, 677, 728 ••• etc. 

( 8 ) The c am men tar y, p. 1 09, 16 8, 3 7 0, 6 6 5, 75 5 - 75 6 • 
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he us u a 11 y ten d edt 0 jus t if y his sup p or tin g (1) the m , 

as it was not the usual path. 

We may conclude, therefore, that he was a Ba-tran 

grammarian, but not a very ardent one. 

(1) See, in addition to the pages mentioned earlier; 
p. 319, 694. 
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6. AI-MuradT's View of Ibn Malik in the Commentary 

The fact that AI-MuradT dealt, among his other 

boo k s, with t h r e e of 1 b n t1 ali k I S boo k s (i. e. A 1 - T ash 1"1 , 

AI-Alfiyya, and AI-Kafiya) may suggest a positive 

attitude twoards Ibn Malik and his eff orts in grammar. 

W hat sup p or t s t his s u g g est ion is the 1 en i e n t p os it ion 

he adopted towards him in his commentary, attempting to 

defend his opinions and choices whenever he deemed it 

possible, and applying criticism in the most diplomatic 

terms. 

H e t r i edt 0 fin d rea son s f or the 0 m iss ion, by 1 b n 

~lalik, of certain rules, or his not qualifying others, 

as when he defended the lack of any definition of the 

demonstrative in the Alfiyya by saying that the demon-

strative "is limited by number, so it does not require 

a d ef i ni t i on (l)". 

In another example, he justified the fact that one of the 

Alfiyya's formulations was incomplete, by pointing out 

that Ibn Malik had not claimed to be comprehensive (2). 

He tried, on the other hand~to demonstrate that what 

appeared to be redundant expressions were in fact, not 

so. He pointed out, for instance, t'hat when Ibn Malik 
"L..,.;.. 

said " k.o~" - in his verse '\ d.J..,.j ~", in the section on 

b r 0 ken pI ur a 1 s - the w or d " L...c..:,... " was n ot un n e c e s s a r y , 

(1) See the comentary, p. 98. 

(2) Ibid., p. 74, see otherexamples of this type in 
p. 202,527, 915. 



- 3 Ci-

since Ibn Malik was alluding to Ibn AI-Sarradj, who 

did not consider " ~II as a plural (1). 

It might be suggested, also, that the dialectic 

appr oach, which he f 011 owed thr ough out the commentary 

(taking the form of "if you say ••• I would say ••• ) 

- represented, mostly, implicit, or possible, objections 

to ibn >;alik, where AI-MuradT's role was to explain, or 

justify (2). 

But this positive attitude was not at the expense 

of objectivity. As a matter of fact, he criticized Ibn 

Malik in the Alfiyya more than he defended him, although 

he did not direct his criticism at Ibn jVialik's competence 

or achievements. He restricted his criticism to the 

contents of the writings he reviewed. The remarkable 

thing is that AI-MuradT corrected, or rectified Ibn 

Ivjalik's conclusions by referring, mainly, to Ibn Malik's 

otherjooks e.g. AI-TashTl, its commentary, and AI-I(afiya 

and its commentary. It is possible to draw the conclusion 

that AI-MuradT demonstrated that the shortcomings in the 

'" Alifyya were not due to ignorance on the part of Ibn Malik, 

since these same shortciomings were avoided in his other 

books. 

We may classify AI-MuradT's criticism under the 

following headings. 

(1) Ibid., p. 776, see another example in p. 763. 

(2) See for example, the commentary p. 2,145-146,202, 
763. See also p. 17. 
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1. Omission of rules or conditions of certain gramm-

atical statements. For instance, AI-Murad! said 

that Ibn Malik "Mentioned in the verse nine letters 

of augmentation o"'~.rJlu,!jr' but did not mention 

the sln ~I, whereas [!he sr;] is aug me nt ed 

regularly "''.rbl:- by the ta
J ~~I in the 

J ~ ~, and its s ub or d in ate s 

2. Wrong generalizations, as when Ibn Malik said in his 

verse "give la wit h the ham z a of i n t err og a t ion 

1"~~I;;~what it deserves without interrogation 

( 2 ) ", Al -M u r a dIs aid "h e ~bn iv1ali8 generalized to 
~ 

inc 1 u d e a 1 a ~ I w h i chi sus e d f or 9 e n tIe per sua s ion" 

3. 11isleading formulations, which either make the verse 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

(4 ) 

(5 ) 

bear more than one interpretation (4), or possibly 

mislead the scholar. An example of the latter, is 

Ibn IVlalik's statement that if the conjoined u~1 

followed "a verb predicating something about a noun, 

then the use of the copula is optional (5)u~I)l.:;01,!j 

~ viJ=1.9r-' V"~ ~ )t,.j Where AI-Murad! said "if 

he means ~ the first copuij the noun of 

engagementJ~~Ir-1 then he has adopted a looser 

The commentary, p. 944, see also p. 206 -2 07 , 639, 
779, 785, 852. 

The commentary, p. 190. 

Ibid., p. 191, see als 0 p. 366, 687-688, 835, 870. 

Ibid., p. 236. 

Ibid., p. 235. 
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express i on ;;.I~I tiC-I......:; and if he means the sentence 

of engagement J~)!I~then he is correct (1)". 

4. Mistakes in grammatical conclusions, such as Ibn 

Malik's stipulation that the raJ J~I must be the 

final letter J~lur-in a word for imala 4..JLoI 

to occur (in the case of fat~a ~I) where AI-MuradT 

wrote that this condition was not essential (2). 

5 • U n sou n d n e s s of a r gum e nt, or e v ide n c e, s u c has 

est a b 1 ish i n gar u 1 ere 1 yin g 0 n a r are v e r s e of poe try ( 3 ) • 

As one might expect, AI-MuradI concentrated most of 

his discussions on the text of the Alfiyya, but he did 

not confine himself to the Alfiyya alone. He referred 

to, quoted from, compared with, and criticized some of 

the other books by Ibn Malik, such as AI-TashTl (4), 

21lar~ AI-TashTl (5), AI-ICifiya (6), and ~ar~ AI-Kafiya 

(7 ) • 

( 1 ) The commentary, p. 236, see also p. 234, 252, 427. 
921-922, 938. 

(2) Ibid., p. 897 -8 98, see als 0 p. 431, 773-774, 810, 944. 

(3) Ibid. , p. 256, see als 0, 247, 297. 

(4 ) Ib id • , p. 251-252, 280-281, 288, 436, 663. 

( 5 ) Ibid. , P • 42 , 180, 525. 

(6 ) Ibid., p. 282, 288, tl7 0. 

( 7 ) Ibid., p. 427, 525, 659, 663, 664, 792. For books 
which AI-MuradY did not name, see p. 168, 614, 640. 
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7. AI-MuradT as a Grammarian as Evidenced in his 

Commentary 

It is obvious, from a cursory glance at his 

commentary, that AI-HuradT's work is part of a huge, 

accumulated grammatical heritage, and any detailed 

study of his grammatical method will lead, consequently, 

to a step forward in unearthing the entire heritage, 

which lies outside the purview of this brief introduction. 

This chapter will deal, however, with some methodological 

issues, especially controversial ones, and AI-MuradT's 

a p pro a c h tot hem, 1 e a v in g the stu d Y of his s p e c i f i c 

grammatical opinions to chapter eight. 

1. e-Li..JDialects, or "languages" as they used to 

call them. A striking phenomenon is AI-MuradT's respect 

for dialect variants. He mentions many of them through-

out his book, some regarding grammatical issues, affecting 

syntactical and structur al use (1), and some regarding 

linguistic issues, which affect the w or d its elf, its 

vowel-marking ••. etc. (2), or a mixture of these (3). 

He is sometimes so painstaking that he mentions 

up to ten different dialect variants in one single case 

(4), but he does not pay similar attention to naming the 

( 1 ) See, for example, the commentary, p. 52 , 616-617, 646, 
721-722, 732 , 738, 741, 742. 

(2 ) Ibid., p. 75, 100, 103, 761. 

( 3 ) Ibid., p. 43, 102, 105, 108, 112 -113, 766, 768, 865. 

(4) Ibid., p. 43, see als 0 p. 75, 100, 105, 108, 761. 
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tribes who used those variants. Among the tribes he does 

c 
mention, however, were: BanT AI-Harith b. Ka b (1), . -
TamTm (2), HuQ.bayl (3), Fizara (4), Rabrca (5), AI-Azd 

(6), etc. Likewise he named but few linguists who related 

those variants, such as Kutrub, Al-ShalawbTn, AI-FarisT, . . -
Abu c c- -Amr, Isa, SToawayhi, AI-Akhfash, Yunus, Abu Zayd, 

Ibn Ojinn'l, Abu CUbayd, and liThe Ba~dadTs" 

He does not refrain from passing normative judge-

ments on them, by saying that a certain dialect usage 

is the elegant (or more, or the most, elegant (7) '~J 

•• • ~~I , but the remarkable thing is that he does not 

sh ow any sort of disrespect for, or rejecti on of, any 

dialect usage, as long as it has been related by one (or 

more) trustworthy linguist. One example is when Ibn i''i"alik 

did not permit drawing analogous conclusion from a dialect, 

and another grammarian added that the dialect in question 

was considered "weak" by STbawayhi - AI-Murad! commented 

"if it is pr oved that it is a dialect usage, then it is 

(1) See, for example, the commentary, p. 52 . 

(2 ) Ibid., p. 75, 100, 102. 

(3) Ibid., p. 112-113. 

(4 ) Ibid., p. 761. 

( 5 ) Ibid., p. 865. 

( 6 ) Ibid., P . 865. 

(7) Ibid., p. 43, 75, 100, 103, 738, 741, 865, 1010. 
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not disallowed to draw analogous conclusion from it (1)". 

~t.r~J~r-'W ~,5~ Ul jHe states, on 

another occasion, the following significant principle 

"if the relating Er a dialec~ is sound, then it must be 

accepted (2)". 

He does realize, however, that dialects do differ 

in their commonness and rarity, as when he said that a 

c e r t a in d i ale c twa san un c om m 0 n, r are . 0 n e (3) 

Such rarity does not, however, degrade the dialect. So 

when it was said that a certain dialect was "too uncommon 

for an analogy to be drawn from it 

AI-MuradT's response was: "the right thing is that an 

analogy can be drawn from it, because it is a dialect 

usage (4). 

2. Tradition. Using tradition as evidence in 

grammar is a controversial issue, and grammarians, especially 

later ones, had a lot to say about it. AI-MuradT men-

tioned about ten Traditions in his book, some of which 

were concerned with syntactical issues (5), while others 

dealt with a mixture of morphological and syntactical 

(1) The c omme ntary , p. 721-722, see a Is 0 p. 1013. 

(2 ) Ibid., p. 766. 

(3) Ibid., p. 646. 

(4) Ibid., p. 732. 

(5 ) Ibid., p. 80, 85, 87, 153, 178. 
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issues (1). He did not show any disrespect for them as 

evidence, and discussed the different versions of only 

one Tradition (2). Moreover, he was content with the 

Traditions he mentioned as evidence, without resorting 

to other evidence (~ur,Jan, poetry ••• etc.), except 

in the latter case. Hence, it can be said Al-t~uradr 

held a high opinion of the Tradition. 

3. "~ariaRt readings" of the Kur'an: The very 

con c e p t of the "v a ria n t rea din g s of the ~ u r ') an", and the 

at tit u d e of the g ram mar ian s tow a r d s the mar e a m big u 0 us, and 

abstruse. AI-MuradI does not offer any clarification of 

these ambiguities. The only thing he mentions is specific 

cases and situations, without any comprehensive outlook. 

He mentioned over 60 different readings throughout 

his book; over twenty of them pertained to syntactical 

issues (3), the rest are either just morphological issues 

(4), or a mixture of both (5). He mentioned the name of 

22 readers, such as Nafi c , Ibn KatbTr, Ibn Dhakwan, but 

he did not pay any attention to the chains of transmitters 

(Isnad). 

(1) The commentary, p. 43-44, 46, 56, 361. 

(2) Ibid., p. 153. 

(3) Ibid., p. 52, 84,127, 158-159,168,177,213,225-
226,300,305,356,357,377,478,645,656,684, 
716, ••• etc. 

(4) Ibid., p. 109, 172, 223,676,737,747, •.• etc. 

(5) Ibid., p. 287, 595,737,756,783, 900, 952, 961, 962, 
970, .•• etc. 
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It is possible to differentiate between two 

contexts (or reasons) in mentioning Kur J anic readings 

(or any other evidence); the first is for mere exempli-

fication and clarification of accepted grammatical rules, 

where the evidence does not constitute any breach of 

the rules. The second type is the pro~lematic evidence, 

where it becomes the subject matter of the argument. 

The latter type is our concern here, and, as far as the 

readings of the Kur -::an is concerned, AI-Muradi mentioned 

many of those problematic readings, especially the 

an omal ous ones (ShaQ.b.dha). 

The first observation one can make regarding 

problematic ~ur J anic readings is that he held them in 

lower regard than dialect usages. Also, he was not con-

sistent in his attitude towards them. In many cases he 

allowed certain structures depending on a K u r Ja: n i c . 
reading, as when AI-KisaJr and ~amza read 

annexing 4.!LH.:,,)!~ to ~ (which is plural), which led AI-Muba-

r rid t 0 bel i eve t hat s uc has t r u c t ur e was "a n err or in 
1 

the speech rY.sJ1 c..! lh>, and it is allowed in poetry for 

exigency only". 

his turn, commented on AI-Mubarrid's statement by saying 

"his statement is rebutted by the widespread ~utawati~ 

reading 0)". ;;rJ"..:o-JIc;"J,;J~ .l,.lr40)l5,He used"in another 

ins tan c e, a d i ale c t usa g e a sal 0 0 p - h ole t 0 de fen dan 

(l) The commentary, p. 716, see also p. 109, 158-159, 
168, 225-226, 595, 961. 



-30-

anamalous reading (1), and when Ibn AI-Khabbaz referred 

to a grammatical mistake committed usually by "the 

c om m 0 n a 1 t y and sol e cis tic aIr e ad e r s " 

AI-MuradI implicitly defended them (2), although he did 

not deny the very existence of such "ungrammatical readers". 

He described, on the other hand, certain structures used 

by some readers as rare, anomalous (3), as in the case 

when ~I and ~~I were read -vo-:;IJ and ~)I....!I by 

retaining both hamzas, AI-Muradr said "this is rare 

(4) ...I..)L..;. As has been observed earlier, AI-MuradI 

gave more credibility to dialects than he gave to ~ur Janie 

readings. He said, for example, that a certain reading 

was "anamalous unless it is proved to be a dialect usage" 

( 5 ) • -:. I - .. _I 1'1.,: o...a...J'--'~ r- u ~~ ••• 

AI-MuradI did not provide a criterion to justify 

this ambivalent attitude towards the KurJanic readings, 

and it is beyond the scope of this introduction to fathom 

this important issue. 

4. Explanation. Apart from very condensed gramm-

atical texts, explanation of grammatical phenomena is one 

of the concomitant features of the old method of studying 

(1) The commentary, p. 52. 

(2) Ibid., p. 961, see also p. 717. 

(3) Such terms are vague, but they denote, however, the 
sen s e of be in gun f a v ou r a b 1 e . 

(4) Ibid., p. 970, see also p. 67, 84,127,168,172, 
213, 645, 900, 962. 

(5) Ibid., p. 756, compare with p. 52, 676. 

I} 
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grammar. There was always a "why" lurking behing awaiting 

an answer, with different answers to every question. 

AI-MuradT was not an exception. He tried to explain 

whatever, in his opinion, required an explanation, 

relying on, and quoting from the accumulated efforts of 

his predecessors. To give only one example, he explained 

why a definite noun must be described by a definite 

adjective, and an indefinite noun by an indefinite 

adjective (l). 

Encountering more than one explanation of the same 

phenomenon, AI-Muradl realizes the feebleness of some 

arguments. As an example, Ibn Malik in his "5harh AI-Tashil" - . 
rejected the suggestion that there are three types of 

demonstrative pronoun, according to the distance of the 

individual(s) addressed;for (cL!j with ICaf and lam), middle 

(~lj with kaf only), and near Ij. Ibn Malik gave four 

reasons for his rejection of that classification. The 

second reason he gave was that the ~ur Jan did not contain 

a demonstrative pronoun with kaf and without lam (the 

one for the middle distance) and, so, if that classification 

were true, then the ~urJan would be lacking the demon-

strative pronoun for the middle distance, and this lack 

is rebutted by the ~urJanic verse 

AI-MurCidi commented "The weakness of the second pOint is 

(1) The commentary, p. 445. 
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n ot con c e ale d (l)". 

rejected some explanations as not being necessary, since one 

ex p 1 a nat ion i sen 0 ug h (2). 

A remarkable criterion he applied several times in 

accepting (or rejecting) an explanation (sometimes in 

both senses of the word) is the simplicity and lack of 

a f f e c tat ion UJS:J I of an ex p 1 a nat ion. H e t r i edt 0 shu n 

complicated, twisted explanations. A vivid example 

is his quotation from his teacher Abu Hayyan, when the 
• 

latter was commenting on a construction a v er se 

of poetry, by saying "it requires a revelation to unveil 

t his cons t r u c t i on (3)". .J 

)s .. 111jJ,~ He puts his in-

clination in a formulation of principle, by saying -

referring to a certain construction, among others - "it 

is less affected, so it is preferable (4)". 

~.510~ He said, on anotheroccasion, that there is no 

deviation from the apparent, with the support of analogy 

( 5 ) " 

5. Hearsay and analogy: To what extent can a 

grammarian generalize and conclude a rule depending on 

(1) The commentary, p. 102, 103, see also, p. 247, 432, 732, 
817-818, 926, 986. 

(2) See, for example, Ibid., p. 732. 

(3) The commentary, p. 55 7 , see also, p. 269-270, 452, 646, 
661-662, 695 702. 

(4) Ibid., p. 572. 

(5) Ibid., p. 296. 



instances through hearsay? It is beyond the scope of 

this introduction to indulge in a detailed account of 

the controversy between the Basran who confined them-. 
selves to the frequent, copious, and the Kufan who 

extended their analogy to the rare, and infrequent. 

As far as AI-MuradI' is concerned, he adhered to 

hearsay. No rule without hearsay to back it, no 

acceptance of a structure which is based on mere hypo-

thetical concatenation of reasoning. As a result, he 

rejected many structures - such as letting idhan 0..)1 

operate ~ 0 nth e a or is t (oJ W 1 J-:..i.II ins pit e of s e p -

a rat in g the m by the v oc at i v e or e n t rea t y • 

- by saying "nothing 

of this kind has been heard, so the right thing is to 

dis a 11 ow it (l)". 

hibited, on the other hand, a respect f or hearsay as a 

criterion in controversial issues, as when he refuted 

AI-Zadj£Ja£j's disallowance of conjunction ...jk. with 

fa ~ after the perfect verb ~WI J-:..i.II, in a sentence like 

, where AI-MuradT said 

"this disallowance is not right, because it existed in 

the speech of the Arabs (2)". 

· ~..r-ll i>L5 ~ a...:; ~ 

(1) The commentary, p. 645, see also p. 364, 556. 

( 2 ) See f or e x amp 1 e, I bid., p. 48 8, see a 1 sop. 2 5 0 . 
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But AI-MuradT distinguished between the common, frequent, 

and the uncommon, infrequent. For the common he 

thought of, as most grammarians do, as the source of 

codifying the rules of grammar, to draw analogous con-

clusions from, using them as a criterion in assessing 

arguments (1) • • etc. 

As to the second part, i.e. the infrequent, therein 

lies the moot point. AI-MuradT followed one of two 

ways; the first was to accept the structure(s) but con-

fining himself to it, without using it as a base for 

drawing analog ous conclusions fr om it, as when a gramm-

ar ian a llowed a structure Ii ke ~L.o ~,~) I ~re ly ing on a 

verse of poetry, which prompted AI-Muradi" to say "the 

right thing is not to draw analogous conclusions from it, 

be c a use of its in f r e que n c y (2)". 

The second attitude was to deem the structure 

itself anomalous jL: , which might be taken as rejection, 

since he believed that a grammar cannot be built on 

anomalous structures. ..lc1".sJ1 ~ r.5-+ ;; jL: As an example 

of this attitude towards the anamolous structures, he 

said - when he encountered a structure like a-." ,. '-.$lJ' .. 
. 7' ,~ r .) oJ ,.r-

by annexing a....sL;1 the decade numbers.)~IJ;1iJT(from twenty 

to ninety) to its speci ficative ;, __ 0" II "this Etructur~ 

(1) The commentary, p. 248, 267. 

(2) Ibid., p. 415, see also p. 509, 510, 666- 667, 
801-802. 
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f or the majority Ef gr ammar ian~ is am ong the 

anamolous on which rules cannot be built (l)". 1..iJb." 

It might be suggested, after all, that AI-Muradl 

was influenced by the Kufan grammarians in his attitude 

towards dialects, representing a typical Basran 

mentality in his attitude towards hearsay and analogy, 

and he was ambivalent in his attitude towards the 

K ur Jan i c rea din g s . . 

( 1 ) The c om men tar y, p. 71 9 - 7 2 0, see a 1 sop. 41 9, 526, 748, 
767,781-782,871,876,877,982,1007-1008. 
Compare also with 801-802. 
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8. The Influence of AI-Muradf's Commentary 

There are reasons to believe that AI-M urad!' s 

commentary did not sink into oblivion in the past. 

The copious number of Mss. scattered in various libraries 

throughout the world, reveals its importance. Muhammad 
~ 

b. Ahmad b. Ghazl AI-Mikn~sI wrote . - C.1 ... l_~S-,-; on AI-M uradI' s 

book. Ahmad b. Kasim AlkarumI wrote scholia c.ls I", -- on . . . 
() -Z c - -it 1 . Abu ayd Abd AI-Ra~man b. IdrTs AI-Mandjra 

explained the poetic evidence in AI-MuradI's commentary 

(2). When AI-CAyn! collected and explained the poetic 

evidence of five commentaries on the Alfiyya, AI-MuradT's 

commentary was among them (3). 

Apart fr om that, I made a survey of three major 

grammatical books to find out the impact of AI-Murad'i's 

commentary on these books. These books were: AI-A~munr's 

commentary on the Alfiyya, AI-AzharT's "AI-Ta~rrb", and 

- c 
AI-Suyu~T' sAl-Ham. The total number of pages of these 

books is (2216) page. In these three books AI-MuradT 

was mentioned (104) times, (41) times in connection with 

his other books, and (63) times in connection with his 

commentary on the Alf iyya. The latter fig ure will be 

the concern of the rest of this chapter. 

To facilitate cross-reference, the following is 

the number of pages of these books, and their corresponding 

number of pages in the commentary: 

(1) Brockelmann, vol. 1, p. 360. 

(2) Ibid., S., vol. 1, 522-523. 

(3) AI-CAynl, vol. 1, p. 2. 



-45 -

AI-A~munT Al-fvlur adT 

2/384-385 435-436 

2/467 553 

2/522-523 615 

2/540-541 632 

3/564-565 659 

3/569 663 

3/631-632 727 

3/759 881 

3/795 925-926 

AI-AzharT A 1-Mur adr 

1/44 23 

1/66 49 

1/121-122 89 

1/163-164 144 

1/179 153 

1/282 216 -217 

1/293-294 221 

1/294 222 

1/313 242-243 

1/333 259-260 

1/363 308 

1/391 304-305 

1/395 308-309 

1/399 312 

2/36 345 

2/47 352 

2/65 370 
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A1-AzharT A1-M ur adT 

2/90 411 

2/97 423 

2/140 144 

2/148 489 

2/150 488 

2/165 509-510 

2/212 611-612 

2/214 606 

2/214 605 

2/238 656 

2/242 662 

2/243 664 

2/250 681 

2/261 699 

2/270 713 

2/300 769 

2/308 785 

2/315 800 

2/326 839 

2/329 845 

2/342 874 

2/347 895-896 

2/352 898 

2/352 899 

2/359 922 

2/361 933 

2/368 961 



AI-AzharT 

2/378 

2/380-381 

2/390 

2/391 

2/399 

Al-S uyutT 

1/10-11 

1/64 

1/72 

1/162 

2/177 
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AI-M uradT 

977 

986 

993 

1011 

1028 

9 

83 

91 

225-226 

785 

It is possible to classify the themes, or reasons, 

for mentioning Al-MuradT under the following headings: 

A. Opinions or suggestions related to the Alfiyya itself, 

as it might be expected, especially in AI-A~munl IS 

and AI-AzharT's books which are related to the Alfiyya. 

This type includes parsing the verse of the Alfiyya (1), 

or certain interpretations (2-), or criticizing (or 

defending) Ibn Malik (3). An example of criticizing 

Ibn Malik, is Al-AzharT's quotation fr om AI-MuradI, 

when the latter criticized Ibn Malik in his verse. 

"this will mislead, giving rise to the belief ~!)-t 

that ~ can be diminished ~, just like 

(1) AI-AshmunT, vol. 2, p. 467, Al-AzharI", vol. 1, p. 163-
164, v 01. 2, p. 150. 

(2) Al-AshmunT, vol. 2, p. 540-541. 

(3) Al-A~mLinl, vol. 2, p. 384-385, vol. 3, p. 564-565, 
AI-AzharT, vol. 1, p. 395, vol. 2, p. 300, 326, 359, 380-381. 



while the grammarians have laid down I,....,.; ..l.Sjthat 

the Arabs did not diminish the feminine §monstrative 

Pronoun} , other thane 1;) I; ~k:'.;,!oJIj;liJl va Ij~r-'~I ~ 

and this is what is understood from AI-TashTl. ~, 

~ .-;'lver~1 where he said: The indeclinable 

~I.;:i; is not to be diminish ed, exce pt I j and 

~ ..lJ I, and the i r follow i ng sub or din ate SUb}" j tf)' I ¥ ,j , 

"and he did not mention the feminine @:emonstrative 

pr 0 n ou!2] ot h er t han 1;" ( 1 ) . 

B. Relating, or attributing opinions or evidences, as , 
when Ibn Malik menti oned AI-Kisa II" as the only pr 0-

ponent of a suggestion, where AI-MuraGI said "this 

~iJggesti o!i] was attributed to the K'Uf an" (2). 

C. Discussing suggesti ons of other grammarians, by 

supporting or refuting them, or classifying them (3). 

As an example, Ibn Kaysan allowed separation ~I 

between the verb of wonder '."::- .. .:;JI J.....9 and the subject 

of admir at ion )',.J (if not) and 

its subject ~~" permitting a sentence like: 

I~j_~)' rJ- ~I to , where AI-MuradI 

commented "he ~.e. Ibn KaYSa~ has no proof for 

th at (4) II • 

(1) AI-AzharT, vol. 2, p. 326. 

(2) AI-AshmunT, vol. 3, p. 569, see also vol. 2, p. 522-523 
vol. 3, p. 759, AI-Azharr, vol. 1, p. 179, 294, 363, 
vol. 2, p. 179, 329, 368. 

(3) AI-A~munl, vol. 3, p. 631-632, 759, AI-Azhar'i, vol. 
1, p. 282,293-294,399, vol. 2, p. 36,47, 90,148, 
212,347, Al-SuyCi!T, vol. 1, p. 10 ... 11, 64, vol. 2, p. 177. 

(4) Al-Azhar'i, vol. 2, p. 90. 
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D. Suggestions propounded by AI-MuradT himself, which 

could be subdivided into the following types: 

1. Restricting existing grammatical statements 

adopted by the preceding grammarians, by stip-

ulating further conditions for a grammatical 

rule to be applied. In a construction like 

I < ': II - L..L, , L..L, a-l Al -M ur a"dT add e d - ina d d it ion Ui •• 

to four conditions laid down by grammarians -

another condition to the subaudition of the 

subjunctival of the infinitive . ..l..oa-.cJk .... ..ol; L...;I that 
~ • J 

is that the sentence which precedes the infinitive 

must not contain an infinitive which is capable 

of governing (1) 

2. Allowing certain constructions, or drawing analog-

ous conclusions from some evidences, such as 

allowing the omissi on of the v ocative particle 

'1~Ic";r before the generic noun ~Ir-Ihe 

said "the fair thing is to draw analogous con-

clusion in Eitting the vocative particle fr~ 

the generic noun because of its frequence in verse 

and pr ose, 1 .. 
'J'" 

res t ric tin g the om iss ion, inc as e of the d e m 0 n -

strative pr onoun, to examples actually found, 

rather than analogically derived (2). 

3. Explanation of phenomena or grammatical statements, 

as when he explained why ~I is a diptote (3) 

• u~J v-tt"":"" 
"--" .-.-.-~---. 

(1) AI-AzharT, vol. 1, p. 333, see also p. 391, vol. 2, 
308,352. 

(2) AI-AzharT, vol. 2, p. 165, see also p. 65, 391. 

(3) Ibid., vol. 2, p. 214, see also p. 214( another example) 
238, 261, 315, 342. 
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4. Orientation to problematic structures in poetry 

and prose, such as the justification AI-MuradT 

gave to a poet wh 0 said in his verse 

where the poet used the feminine number for a 

feminine numbered. AI-Muradf construed that by 

saying that "the poet made the meaning prevail, 
.... 

u ~~-'I ~ since u R' II has been used 

frequently to mean human (1)" 0L..;.~1 which is 

masculine. 

AI-M uradf enjoyed, as a whole, a good stat us in the 

three books I have consulted. In most cases we find a 

tacit agreement with him (2). Less frequent than that 

was mentioning opposite propositions adopted by other 

grammarians, without preferring one to another (3). In a 

very few cases, however, they criticized him (4). 

In certain occasions they pointed out the names of 

grammarians, whose opinions AI-MuradT mentioned without 

naming the grammarians who suggested them (5). 

Among the three books which have been consulted, 

AI-A~munT' s book is the only c ommen tary pr oper on th e 

Alfiyya, since AI-Azharf's book is a commentary on a 

(1) AI-Azhar"i', vol. 2, p. 270, see also vol. 1, p. 66, 313, 
vol. 2, p. 140, 250. 

(2) See, for examples, Ibid., vol. 1, p. 44, 163-164, 179, 
282, 294. 

(3) Ibid., vol.~l, p. 66, 395, vol. 2, p. 140,243, 36l. 

(4) Ibid., vol. 1, p. 121-122, vol. 2, p. 150, 242, 300, 
378, A l-A§bmun'T, vol. 2, p. 540-541. 

(5) AI-Azhari, vol. 1, p. 179, vol. 2, p. 148,214,308. 
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s h or t com men tar yon the A 1 f i y y a by 1 b n H i W am Al - A n ~ arT , 

while Al-Suyuti's book is an independent book, as it is 

a commentary on a short text written by Al-SuyutT himself. 

A brief comparison between the commentaries of 

AI-MuradT and AI-AshmunT led me to the belief that 

AI-Ashmuni relied heavily on AI-MuradT's commentary, with 

only nine references to AI-MudidT in AI-A~munl's book. 

If we are to keep in mind that AI-AshmunT's book is around 

(900) pages, we can realize that AI-MuradI's position 

in t hat boo k i s far fro m b e in g prom i n e n t • 

AI-A~munT mentioned opinions as if they were his, 

while AI-AzharT mentioned the same opinions, attributing 

them to AI-M uradT (l). 

Moreover, it is possible to find an entire page, in 

AI-A~mtinT's book, taken from AI-Muradi, sometimes word 

by word, without any reference to AI-MuradT (2). 

In Chapter 4 I discussed AI-MuradT's method in his 

commentary, and it was among the features of his method 

the "notices" ..::....~I, which AI-A~munT imitated 

throughout his book. 

(1) Compare, for example, AI-AshmtinT, vol. 1, p. 17, with 
AI-AzharT, vol.~l, p. 44, AI-AshmtinT, vol. 1, p. 176, 
with AI-Azhari, vol. 1, p. 313, AI-A~munl, vol. 1, 
p. 214, with AI-AzharT, vol. 1, p. 333, AI-A~mtinl, 
vol. 1, p. 265, with AI-AzharT, vol. 1, p. 399. 

(2) Compare, for example, AI-AshmITnT, vol. 1, p. 25-27, 
with AI-MuradT, p. 36-38, AI-A~munT, vol. 1, 30 with 
AI-MuradT, p. 45, AI-As.bmunT, vol. 1, p. 31, with 
AI-MuradT, p. 41-42, AI-A~munT, vol. 1, p. 71-72, 
with AI-Mur~dT, p. 117-118. 
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Another scholar thought of AI-A~munT as a 

plagiarist, when he discussed the latter's benefit from 

s om e of 1 b n M al i k 's boo k s (1). 

To discern the exact extent of AI-AshmunI's reliance 

on AI-MuradI's commentary requires a meticulous, careful 

comparison between the two books, which requires a 

s epa rat est u d y of its ow n • 

(1) Hamza, M. cAIT, Ibn AI-N~zim AI-NahwT, p. 70. . .. 
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9. The MSS. of the Commentary, and the Method Adopted 

in Editing the Manuscript 

There are numerous copies of the manuscript of 

AI-MuradI's commentary on the Alfiyya. There are, to our 

knowledge, (65) copies scattered in the librar ies of the 

following countries (arranged in alphabetical order): 

1. Algeria 

Brockelmann mentioned two copies, numbered (1): 

- 77· 

- 78· 

2. Britain 

British Library (2), Or. 5694. 

3. Egypt 

A. Dar AI-Kutub AI-Mi~riyya, there are 10 copies, 

number ed (3): 

- ~ij 
- ~~ 

~2~ 
[2 o ill 
[20] 

- f?5~ 

~7S~ 
[;.62] Th e sec on d par t only. 

- G700~ 

(1) Brockelmann, vol. 1, p. 360. 

(2) Brockelmann, S., vol. 1, p. 522, see also: A.G. Ellis 
A Descriptive list of the Arabic ManuscriptsAcquired by 
the Trustees of the British Museum since 1894, London 
1912, p. 47. 

(3) The first eight copies are mentioned in: Fihrist AI-Kutub= 



-54-

(1) ' C· 2 Brockelmann mentioned also one copy In: alro 

II, 85. 

B. AI-Azhar Library 

There are six copies, numbered (2): 

- [24] 186 

- (52J 379 

- ~O~ 3335 

-l28~ 7881 

- IT90~ 222725 

- ~23~ c A - -rUSl 42565 

C. The Baladiyya Library in Alexandria 

Mr. T. t~uhsin mentioned two copies, numbered (3): . . 
- (NIO 6 7 -B) 

- (N4 70 I-B ) 

4. France 

There are two copies in the National Library in Paris, 

numbered (4): 

- 4075 

- 4076 

AI-CArabiyya AI-Maw1juda bil Dar Li ~ayat September 1925, 
Cairo, 1926, p. 122, and the ninth copy is mentioned in: 
Sayyid, F., Fihrist AI-Makbtutat AllatT Iktanatha Dar 
AI-Kutub AI-Mi;riyya min Sa~at 1936-1955, ·vol. 2, p. 13. 

(l ) B r oc k elm an, S., vol. 1, p. 52 2 • 

(2) Fihris Makhtutat AI-Maktaba AI-Azhariyya, vol. 4, pp. 
138-139. _ •• 

(3) T. Muhsin, AI-Muradr, his life and Books, AI-Mawrid, 
v 01. 2, 1 974, p. 90. 

(4) Brockelmann, vol. 1, p. 360, see also M. Le Baron De 
Slane: Catalogue Des Manuscrits Arabes, Paris 1883-1895, 
pp. 653-659. 
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5. Germany 

A. Library of Berlin (1),6638. Spr. 1034. 

B. Gotha, Brockelman (2) mentioned one copy, numbered: 

280. 

6. ~ 

AI-Aw~af Library: There are two copies, numbered: 

- 1221 

- 1539 

7. Ireland 

Chester Beatty Library: There is one copy, numbered 

( 3 ) : 

4545 

8. M or occ 0 

A. Al-~arawiyyTn Mosque Library in Fez: Brockelmann 

mentioned three copies, numbered (4): 

- 1201 

- 1217 

- 1218 

B. AI-Rabat Library, there are two copies, numbered (5): 

(1) 

(2 ) 

( 3 ) 

,( 4) 

(5) 

- 246 (452 de l' I nv • ) 

- 274 (23 de l'Inv.) the first part only. 

B r oc k e 1 man n, voL 1, p. 36 0, see a 1 soW. A h 1 war d t; Han d -
schriften-Verzeichnisse Der Koniglichen Bibliothek Zu 
Ber 1 in Der Ar abi sch en Hand schr if ten, VoL VI, p.95. 

B r oc k e 1 man n, vol. 1, p. 3 6 0 • 

A.J. Arberry. The Chester Beatty Library; A Handlist 
of the Arabic Manuscripts, vol. VI, p. 14. 

B r oc ke 1 man n, S. vol. 1, p. 5 2 2 • 

E. Levi-Provencal, Les Manuscrits Arabes De Rabat, 
I 

Paris, 1921, p. 82, 91. 
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c. AI-Kbizana Al-cA.~ma in Raba~ AI-Fat~, there are 

two copies, numbered (1): 

- (01451) 1677· 

- (01389) 1703 the first part only. 

9. Spain 

The Esc ur i alL i bra r y : the rea res i x cop i e s , 

numbered (2): 

- 4, the sec ond part only. 

- 12, confused with another book· 

- 7 0, the fir st part only. 

- 71, the sec ond part only. 

- 72 , the first part only. 

- 73, the first part only. 

10. Syria 

Al-fahiriyya Library: there are six copies, numbered 

(3 ) : 

~ lzl 2 9 - CAm] 

_ [634-CA~ 

- fIs29-cA~ 
- c~-, 

- 1l.635 - A~ 

- {i27-
c

i\;]the first part only. 

- f.G36 _cA~ 

(1) cAllus, E.S., ang AI-Ra£!.jraQjT, cAbdullah, Fihris 
Al-iv1aL- htLitat Al- Arabiyya AI-Mahfuza FT AI-Khizana c .r;:.J.J. • • ~ 
Al- Amma bi Rabat AI-Fat~, vol. 1, p. 344, 353. 

(2) Brockelmann, vol. 1, p. 360, S., vol.IJP., 522, see also 
H. Derenbourg, Les Manuscrits Arabes De L'Escuria~ vol. 1, 
Paris 1884, p. 4, 10, 44-45. 

(3) A~ma~ Al-~im~T: Figris Ma~tntat Dar AI-Kutub Al-?ahiriyya 
( Ulum AI-LuSlba Al- Arabiyya-AI-Na\:lw) Damascus, 1973, 
p. 108,250-255. Brockelmann said (S. vol. 1, p. 522) 
"Dam. Z. 65,29,31,35". 
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11. Tunisia 

A 1 - A ~ mad i y y aLi bra r y (lib i zan a of A 1 - Z a y tun a Mas que ) : 

there are five copies, numbered 0): 

- 4028 

- 4029 

- 4030 incomplete 

- 4031 

- 6113 

12. Tur key 

A. Wa1liiyy AI-DTn Library in Istanbul, one copy numbered 

( 2 ) : 

2947 

B. Sulaymaniyya Library in Istanbul: there are five 

copies, numbered (3): 

- ~amrdiyya (4) 1295 

- Dj"aralla 1904 

- ~wan ~abal ShT BashT 340 

- Shah'Id cAlI 2401 

- Madrasat SarvTIT 296 

c. Bursa General Library: there are three copies 

(1) 

( 2) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

(5 ) 

numbered (5): 

Man~ur, c Abdul H., Fihri~ MakbtLifat AI-Maktaba AI-Abmadiyya 
(Khizanat QjamiC' AI-ZaytUna), Beirut, 1969, pp. 248-249. 

Daftar Kutubkhana Waliyy AI-DIn, p. 170. 

Mu~sin, !., AI-Mawrid, vol. 2,1974, p. 90. 

~amTdiyya Kutub~ana, p. 70. 

Muhsin, T., AI-Mawrid vol. 2,1974, p. 90. . · 
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- Khara~l U~lu 1074 

- ~usayn QjalabT 1074, and 1075 

o. c Atif AfandT Library, one copy numbered (1) 2490. 

13. United States 

Yale University Library: there are two copies numbered 

( 2 ) : 

- L-455 

- S.83, incomplete 

There is no difficulty in ascertaining that AI-Mur~dT 

did write a commentary on the Alfiyya, since most of the 

sources which dealt with AI-MuradT's books mentioned it (3). 

But the problem arises when we want to decide the 

exact title of the commentary. All the old sources called 

it, simply "commentary on the Alfiyya". It is important 

to realize, however, that those sources did not claim 

t hat "c om men tar y " was the act u a 1 tit 1 e of the boo k , and s 0 

it could be taken as an indication of the theme. 

When it comes to the copies of the ~lSS. of which we could 

obtain a description (excluding the copies we have obtained), 

the titles mentioned could be classified into two groups: 

A. in Egypt (A) 28, 323, 1200, 1201 

25M, 1 7 ~ , 6 7 OOH, 463, M or 0 c c 0 (B), ( C) No. ( 01451 ) 

c- c-
1677, the Escurial 4, 12, 73, Syria 1634- Am, 3529- Am, 

c·- c 
22 7 - Am, 16 3 6 - Am, T ur key ( A ), ~ am T d i Y Y a 12 95., ( 0 ) • 

(1) Oaf tar Kutub~ana cAtif AfandT, p. 1 45 . . 
(2) L. Nemoy, Arabic Manuscripts in the Yale University 

Library, Yale University Press, 1956, p. 29. 

(3) All the sources .... except Ka/;lb7:ila and AI-ZiriklT, mentioned 
in ft. 1 p.5referred to his commentary. 
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Egypt (B), 

Berlin 

.1..J L. v-:-' ~, in Esc ur i a 1 7 0 , 

in Ireland, ~.rJ1 r-k J :;}I~I4...a)l:iJ1 u-k ~ r=J' in Tunisia, 

.1..JL. ~'~I .l..ol£.-J~,.:; in the United 

States, 

M or oc c 0 (C) No. ( D 1451) 1677. 

The title is not clear in the MSS. of Paris and 

Escurial 71, 72. 

Among the copies we chose, the efforts of Dr. J. Burton 

and myself yielded seven copies, and they are: 

1. Dar AI-Kutub Al-fahiriyya, No. 1635-c A'm. On the 

title page is written 

r-Wr' u-:-L:-~' The MS. adopts the foliation system, 

and it ends with folio number 260. But the title folio 

is n ot n u m be red, and the fir s t f 01 i 0 has n u m be r 1 on 

the first page, and number 2 on the second page. Then 

the foliation continues after that according to the folio. 

There is, however, a confusion affecting 60 Band 61 A (1), 

which should be between 43 A and 43 B (2). 

The scribe's name was Hasan b. Ibrahim b. cAll . 
Al-2.baficl. He finished copying it on Friday, 13th of 

?afar, 795 A.H. 

The MS. is written in nas~l script, and is legible. 

Parts of the manuscript are written with different handwtiting 

(1) See the typed text of the commentary, pp. 176-177. 

(2) Ibid., pp. 93-97. 
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( 1 ). The v e r s e s of the A If i Y Y a and the tit 1 e s of the 

chapters are written either in red ink, or over lined. 

There are some occasional diacritical marks. 

This MS. has been compared with another copy (or 

copies). The scribe used the expression ~Iio~ almost 

every four folios (2), and wrote the differences in 

versions on the margin, using the symbol: t (= : ). 

There are occasional postcripts written by various readers 

of the manuscript. 

The average folio contains 56 lines, with an average 

of 11 words in every line. 

Since this MS. is the oldest of the ones I have obtained 

(c ompleted forty six years after AI-MuradT's death) and 

lacking in any major defect, and being compared with one 

copy (or more) - I considered this copy as the original one 

2. British Library, No. Or. 5694.0n the title folio is 

s 
r-'L-II rl.e ':il ~1...yL.:; ~I ~ dJL 0-;'1 Y-JI ~ ~ wr itt en 

•• cU.J1 ,,~ ~..)'.rOJ 1 r-W 0-:' v--> 0-:..)..)1.; ~I..;-'r-ll 0 L-J 1..;-'..) ':i I ~ ~)l.......J1 

But the title folio is preceded by two folios. The first 

contains an anthology of various types of poetry, and the 

second a table of contents of the book (with the corres-

p onding pag es ) • 

There are twofoliations. The first starts with the 

folio which follows the title page, with the number <, using 

(1) For example: 3 A, 74 A, 79 B. 

( 2 ) F or e x amp 1 e : 1 74 B, 1 7 8 B, 1 82 A, 18 7 B, 1 93 A ••• etc. 
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E as t er n n urn er a 1 s • This foliation is confused; it jumps 

(for example) from 130 to 142, until 151 lihere it comes 

down to 132 ••• etc. This confusion might have been 

the reason for what seems to be modern foliation, using 

Arabic numerals, starting with the folio of anthology, 

ending with the last folio with number 163. The average 

page contains 31 lines, and the average line contains 19 

w or ds. 

The scribe is ~~I..r-:' ~ 14.111 ~ 0-: (sic) u,.:J:r- v-: ~ 

and he said that he finished copying 

it on 14th of Dhu AI-Kicda, 869 A.H. - . 
The MS. is written in naskhT script, with full 

diacritical marks throughout the MS. and the text of the 

Alfiyya is written in red ink. Also the word c.t...~~~--

is written in red ink. There are also red lines above every 

new paragraph. 

There are occasional postcripts on the margin of the 

MS., and at the end there is a note that the MS. has been 

compared with two authenticated MSS. 

A glossary tothe poetic evidence has also been added. The 

comparison and the additional glossary took place on 14th 

RabT
c 

AI-Awwal, 870. A.H. 

The symb 01 for this MS. is 1.-.0. 

3. Dar AI-Kutub AI-Mi~riyya [}~ The title is not clear, 

because it is written in gilded ink. It seems, however to 

be: ,s! It.... I ~I .. '-'-__ ..J ~ _ r:r. I t con sis t s of 

203 folios. The foliation starts from the folio which follows 
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the title folio, but the sequence of pages is reversed, 

that is the second pages precede the first ones so that 

(for example) the sequence goes as follows: 30 B, 30 A, 

31 B, 31 A ••• etc. 

The copyist's name is ~ 0-:' ..l..o..:>-o 0-:' ~ and h e 

finished writing it on Monday, 14th Mu~arram, 882 A.H. 

It is written in naskhl script, legible, with occasional 

diacritical marks. 

The scribe marked the new paragraphs with a red 

line above them, sometimes preceding the text of the 

Alfiyya with the sign (= .) and AI-MuradI's 
~ 

c omme nts wi th ( == (" r) b ot h i n red ink. H e a 1 s 0 

used red ink in the titles of the sections, and the word 

On the margin there are occasional references to 

another copy, symbolized by t where the differences are 

mentioned. 

The average page contains 32 lines and the average 

line contains 13 words. 

The s y m b 0 1 use d f or t his M Sis i 

4. Dar AI-Kutub AI-Mi~riyya, No. []02~ The title is 

;;~I~I {"r. It contains 313 folios, although there is 

no pagination. 

The copyist's name is.l6.:>-o 0-:' 0~ and he finished 

copying it on Thursday, 8th of Ra£.,iab, 1076 A.H. 

It is written in nas.!s.bT script, and is legible. He 

often marks the new paragraphs with a red line above them. 

Sometimes he writes the text of the Alfiyya in red ink, 
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separating the text of the Alfiyya from AI-MuradT's 

commentary by the symbols rJ' (= U-:-) and <..p (= ~). 

He wrote both symbols in red ink. He wrote the words 

c..~_::-,;, 1.--<._ ... 1..:;0 0 I and ~~I~; in black and red 

inks, in parallel. 

The MS. lacks diacritical marks, and there are some 

postcripts on the margins of the MS., especially in the 

first few chapters. 

The average page contains 25 lines, and the average 

line contains 12 words. 

The symbol is used for this MS. 

5. AI-At:madiyya Library in Tunisia, No. 4028. The title 

is ~lo 0-:':1 ~':1I~)G.J1 u-k ~~I. The MS. contains 

451 folios. There is no page number on the title page, 

and the page which follows the title page is number 2. 

The copy i s t 's na m e i V"~ I ~ 0-: .l..;>..e and h e 

finished copying it on Monday, 21st ~acban, 1147 A.H. 

The MS. is written in naskhT script, and is legible. 

The copyist marked the text of the Alfiyya and the new 

paragraphs by adding a line above them. 

There are occasional diacritical marks. The margins 

of the I'1S. are full of comments from various readers. 

The MS. suffers from a lacuna, which equals 40 pages 

of the t y p edt ext (l). 

The average page contains 21 lines, and the average 

line contains 10 words. 

(1) See the commentary p. 92 (line 21) to p. 133 (line 5). 
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The symbol for this MS is c... 

6. AI-Awkaf Library in Baqhdad, No. 1221. The title . 
is c..<1. ...... 9'--_--J1~1 Lr~W There is a folio which 

precedes the title folio, containing some poetry and 

pr ober bs. 

The MS. contains 183 ff. The title folio carries 

number 2. Folios No. 182 and 183 contain some poetry and 

invocations, irrelevant to the book. 

The copyist's name is ~~I r-ls ~ (j p and he 

~-finished copying it on the 19th of Djumada Al- Ahllira, 

860 A.H. 

The MS. is written in naskhT script, and it is very 

legible. The copyist wrote the text of the Alfiyya, and 

the word c..~ : .. ;; in red ink. The titles of the 

sections are written more thickly. 

There are scattered postscripts on the margins of 

the ~lS. 

The average page contains 29 lines, and the average 

line contains 21 words. 

The symbol for this MS. is t' 

7. AI-Aw~af Library in Baghdad, No. 1539. The title folio 

is lS..)I.,-l-I ~~I r-r' The MS. contains 425 folios. 

The foliation starts from the title folio. 

The copyist's name is 

and he finished copying the MS. on Wednesday, 17th of 

Ramadan, 1071 A.H . • 

The MS. is written in nas!£.bT script. The text of the 

Alfiyya is written in red ink. The copyist sometimes 
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marked the word c, t.. . - and the numbers on it (the 

first, the sec ond ••• ) by a red line ab ove them. / 

This MS. suffers from minor, but very frequent, 

lacunae, sometimes affecting several lines. 

The average page contains 23 lines, and the average 

line contains 11 words. 

The s y m b 01 f or t his MS. is • 

x X X 

The tit 1 e w h i c h has bee n c h 0 sen f or t his e d i t ion 

is 4_9 '~I...l.,ow.. ~~rather than 0.<1 ___ •• ooII.i.-J~' ~ I t"r 
since the latter refers to the theme, without mentioning 

a n act u a 1 tit 1 e t 0 dis tin g u ish i t from ot her c om men tar i e s 

on the Alfiyya. This choice is supported by a group of 

MSS. I have referred to already (1) and by AI-Muradi's 

w or d sin his pr e fa c e , 

(2) •••• ~L......o ~,rulo ~I. Horeover, one of the 

MSS. I have obtained, i.e. No.5 in the previous description, 

supports our option. 

In editing the MS. I have adhered to the following 

principles: 

(1) See p. 

( 2 ) The C om men tar y, p. 1. 
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1. Adhering as much as possible to the text of the 

original copy (No.1 in our description), referring 

in the t y p edt ext tot he c or res p 0 n din gnu m be r of p age s 

of the MS. It happens sometimes that the copyist missed 

something, and rectified it by a mark on the place of 

the missing text, referring to the missing text which is 

written on the margin, concluding it by the sign: ~. 

I have referred to this in the apparatus criticus using 

the sign = for the mark I have just mentioned. I have 

also added a few words and sentences from the other MSS., 

and marked these additionsby putting them between double 

slant lines thus / / • •• / / . 

2. Collating the other MSS. and noting the differences 

in the apparatus criticus. 

3. Adding the diacritical marks on the verses of poetry, 

and the section on Broken Plurals. 

4. In the appendix, I have traced ~ur'anic verses, 

T r a d i t ion s, Poe tic e v ide n c e, b i og rap hie s, and P r over b s • 
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