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Chapter One

In 1959 the French literary journal Les Lettres

Françaises published an article announcing that

discoveries had been made concerning the poetry of

François Villon which would radically modify our

knowledge not only of the works of Villon but also

of the literature of the entire late medieval period.

Apparently the celebrated Dadaist poet, Tristan

Tzara, had been spending his late years developing

a new theory concerning the writings of Villon.

Tzara had intended to publish his findings in a

2
two-volume work about Villon, but he died before

his plans could be realized.

Tzara's discoveries involve a system of

"symmetrical anagrams" which he claimed had been

used by Villon and other medieval poets. By

applying this system the poets could insert names

into their poems in anagram form. Tzara was not,

however, the first to suggest that Villon had

used cryptology in his poetry; Lucien Foulet had

previously remarked that in line 199 of the Testament

- Qui est ramply sur les chantiers - it is not

difficult to pick out the letters forming the name

of Itiers Marchant, a man whose name appears as a

legatee in both the Lais and the Testament. Foulet
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suggested the anagram as follows:

Qui est RAMplY sur les CHAN-TIERS.

Foulet's observation was the starting point

for Tzara's investigation. First Tzara altered the

line slightly by changing "les chantiers" to "le

chantier". In making this alteration Tzara cited

Louis Thuasne's edition of the works of Villon for

3
examples of usage of this word in the singular.

Tzara argued that copyists had introduced the plural

in line 199 in order to make it rime with "sentiers"

in line 197^ Having thus altered the line Tzara

noticed that the letters forming the name of Itiers

Marchant were distributed in a symmetrical arrangement

around a central axis in the following pattern:

Qui est ramply sur le chantierT,
+++ +++004- + oo ++++++ = Itiers Marchant.

From this observation Tzara proceeded to develop

his theory of symmetrical anagrams which he defined

as follows:

Ce procédé consistait à inclure
dans un vers, ou la portion de
celui-ci dévolue à l'anagramme,
un mot ou plusieurs dont les
lettres sont distribuées
symmétriquement par rapport à
un centre formé d'un ou de deux

caractères, les blancs en|re
les mots ne comptant pas.

The central axis, consisting of either a letter or

an interletter space, may occur anywhere in the

line, and the order in which the letters of the
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anagrams appear in the line is not fixed. Obviously

a great number of symmetrical anagrams may be

generated due to the moveable axis and the arbitrary

letter order.

Tzara permitted a great amount of flexibility

in the formation of these anagrams by allowing a

great deal of freedom in spelling. After having

mentioned that rapid spelling changes occurred during

the fifteenth century, Tzara formulated a number of

orthographic licenses which he applied in his search

for anagrams.

1) The final t_ may be dropped
in words terminating in an,
en, on, ar, and or.

2) A final s_ may be dropped
from a word or added to one,
according to the dictates
of the anagram.

3) The letters z^ and x may replace
js; they may also replace c; when
it is followed in the anagram
by a, , or jL.

4) The letters and j_ are
interchangeable with jL; ii
is interchangeable with y;.

5) Double consonants may be
contracted, and single
consonants may be doubled,
provided that they are Jf, ]L,
tn, n, r;, s_, or _t.

6) The elision of the mute e_
is not always respected;
therefore one may use qu'on
or que on, qu'elle or que elle
e t c .

7) The letter <5 is interchangeable
with a.
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8) The diphthong oi may be
written oe or oue,

9) The letter is inter¬
changeable with i_.

10) The diphthong ai may be
written as e_.

11) The letter a_ may replace
if preceded by a consonant

and followed by an r.

12) The letter m is interchangeable
with n.

By applying these rules to his system Tzara was

able to find several anagrams in the same line

of poetry. For example, in line 69 of the Lais he

found five :

1) Je laisse de par Dieu mon bruit _
+ 00++00 00 0+0 0000 ++0 0+ = Sarmoxe

2) Je laisse de par Dieu mon bruit _

+ 0000++ ++00 00+ = Denise

3) Je laisse de par Dieu mon brruit , .
++ 000000 0+ ¥ + +000 000 0++ = Perdri

4) Je laisse de par Dieu mon bruit _ , .

++0+ ^ +0++= Itiers

5) Je laisse de par Dieu mon bruit AT T . 6Î000++ 00 0+ +00 0++ 000+ = Noe Jolis.

Line 69 clearly demonstrates Tzara's application of

his rules of orthographic freedom. Although anagrams

1, 2, and 4 do not require spelling changes, in

anagrams 3 and 5 Tzara manipulated the spelling in

accordance with the rules which he had set up. In

anagram 3 he applied rule 4 in substituting the j_

of je for the i_ in Perdrier; he also applied rule 5

in doubling the r in the word bruit. In anagram 5

er
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he again applied rule this time in substituting

the jL in Dieu for the in Jolis ; he also applied

rule 7 in using the a_ in par for the cj in Noe.

A very large number of combinations of letters

arranged in symmetrical positions around a moveable

axis may be generated when one knows neither which

particular letters nor how many letters may be

used to form the anagram. When one knows Jiow many

letters are in the anagram, but not which letters,

the number of combinations is considerably reduced

but still too high for an anagram search to be

7
meaningful. Therefore, Tzara1 s system is usable

only when one knows both the number of letters and

the particular letters which form the anagram, in

other words, when one knows which names to search

for. For this reason application of the system is

limited in many instances. In the case of Villon

it is relatively easy to gather names to search for

because the poet himself named his friends and

enemies in the texts of his poetry and because

other names concerning Villon's relationships are

available to us from official documents which record

the poet's various encounters with the police and

the courts. In the cases of other poets we are

usually not supplied with such an abundance of names.

Tzara's method was to search primarily for the
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signatures of the poets in their poetry in order

to investigate the possibility that other medieval

writers may have applied the same system that he

had ascribed to Villon. His search resulted in the

discovery of symmetrical anagrams in the works of a

number of medieval poets, leading him to conclude

that Villon had not invented the system but merely

applied rules which had been previously established.

Tzara claimed that symmetrical anagrams were

a common device among the Provençal troubadours and

later among the Northern trouvères. He reported

that the first anagramist to write in French was

Chrétien de Troyes, in whose Guillaume d'Angleterre
Q

he found the anagram of the author's name:

Aussi con par ci le me taille „ ...
+00 +0+ 00+ 0+ 0+ 00 +0+00+= Crestxxen

La plus droite voie tandra , „^ + ++0+ +0+ ++ = de Troxes
(a = e) .

He found Chretien's signature in other lines in
9

Guillaume d'Angleterre, including the last three.

In addition, the anagram of this signature appeared

in some lyric poetry attributed to Chretien by
10

Gaston Paris:

Nuls s'il n'est courtois et sages „ ...+ o +0 + +00 + +00+Ï 0+ 0+03 = Crestxxans

Ne puet riens d'amours aprendre , ~^ + + 0+000 o 00+000 000+0++ = de Troxe.

Tzara also found anagrams in consecutive lines in

Ere c :

6



Et cil qui el vergier estoient _ ...+ + +00 #0+ 0 + 0 +00+++ = Crestnens

(q = c,
c = s )

D'Erec desarmer s 1 aprèstoient , 11+++0+ c +0+++ = de Troies.

It was, however, in Dante that Tzara found a

master of anagrams. In Dante's work Tzara found

several symmetrical anagrams of the poet's own name

and occasionally those of his circle. He reported

having discovered a number of anagrams of Dante's

first and last names in the Divine Comedy. According
12

to Tzara, Dante used the same system as Villon.

Petrarch apparently also used this system of anagrams

and Tzara suggested that he may have been one of the

intermediaries by which Dante's system was transmitted

13
to Villon's immediate predecessors.

Tzara named Alain Chartier, Pierre Nesson, Michault

Taillevent and Charles d'Orléans as Villon's immediate

precursors in the tradition of symmetrical anagrams.

In discussing cryptology in the works of these poets

Tzara insisted that the frequency of anagram occurences

was higher than the statistical probability of their

random occurence, and that the fact that this system

of anagrams appeared in the works of several poets

showed that the anagrams were in the poetry as a

l4
result of the poet's intention. According to

Tzara's findings, these fifteenth-century poets

used symmetrical anagrams primarily for their own
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er

names and sometimes for the names of women and other

people to whom the poems were dedicated.

Tzara found a great number of anagrams in the

works of these poets, of which a few examples are

listed below. From Chartier's Espérance ou

consolation des trois vertus Tzara found:

Chetive creature humaine ,.

+ +0000+ o + +0+0 000++ = Chartier

Nee a travail et a paine ., . 1$
+00 o 00+0+0+ 00 o 00+ = Alain.

He found the poet's signature in other works by

Chartier:

Et puis franc çuer qui de rien n'est echars .
++ 0000 00000 +00+ ^ + 00 +000 o 000 00++ = Charti

Lascha le pont dont ie languis en larmes ., l6
+000+ 00 0000 00+0 00 00000+0 00 + = Alain.

Tzara noted that Chartier often took the same liberties

with spelling as Villon did, such as doubling consonants

(Charrtier is often found among Tzara's anagrams)
17

and using archaic spellings.

Tzara also found a great number of anagrams

in the poetry of Pierre Nesson. In a poem entitled

Complainte par la Morey, attributed to Pierre Nesson

18
by Champion, he found:

' 19
Suis en douleur et en courrous boute „

+ 0+ 0000000 + + 0000000+ 0+ = Nesson

Et m'est advis que i'ay bonne raison
++0 0000+ +0 0000++ = Nesson

Pour mon prince seigneur très redoubtê „.
++ +0+000 ++ ++00 0+0+ ++ = Pierre Nesson

Dixhuit ans en prison bien gardée ^.+ 00 ++0+++ +++ 0++00+ = Pierre Nesggn
(a = e) .
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He also found anagrams in the poetry of Michault

Taillevent:

Il avisa son lit tout fait , ,~ ~ "

-1+ = Taillevant+ ++000 00+ ++ + 0000 o+-

( i = e )

Et avoit l'oreille tendue „ .

+ + +0+0 + +0+0 +++ = Taxllevent
(11 = 1)

Est cil gentil qui cheval esperonne _ .__
+0+ 000 QOO+++ +++ 000000+0+ = Taxllevent,

including an especially boastful one in Le Passe Temps :

Telle plume tel escripvain
+ 0 + + 0+000 + +000+0 ++0+ = Taxllevent,

(11 = 1) ,21
Tzara also found a number of anagrams in the poetry

of Charles d'Orléans. (It should be noted, however,

that Tzara permitted a great number of spellings

for the duke's name* one finds not only Orleans and

d'Orleans but also such variations as Orlyens,
2 2

Orleians, Orlieans, d'Orlians and d'Orlieans).

In an early poem, La Retenue d'Amours, he found:

Qui est sailly de la maison de France ,
++ +0 000++0 00 0+++ = d'Orléans

Creu ou jardin semé de fleurs de lis ,,„ ,

+0 0++00+ +00+ +0 0+ = d'Orléans.

Sometimes the full name appears in the anagram as in:

Couleur changay et de cueur tressaillys
+0+000 o+++d+o 00 ++ +000+ 0+++0000+0+ = Charle s

^ *
d'Orléans. "

Of Villon's contemporaries Tzara named Jehan

Meschinot, Jehan Molinet and Elay d'Amerval as

anagramists. He gave special consideration to

Meschinot who was probably at Blois at the end of

9



24
1457, which is the same time most Villon scholars

believe that Villon was there too. In Meschinot1 s

Lunettes des Princes Tzara found not only the poet's

name as an anagram:

Le froit le chaut le .jour la nuyt nous mine.. ...
++o o+ ++ ° 4+ +oo+ + = Meschxxnot

(y = i)

but also the anagrams of the names of two of the

princes who are idealized in the poem, Francois I

and Pierre II :

Plaings pleurs souspirs viennent après grant.feste
+ooo 00+0+ ïo + o ooo o + = Pxerre

(nn = n)

Plaings pleurs souspirs viennent après grant feste°
+000 + 0+ OOO + +ÔOO+ o+ooo + =

Franpois
(nn = n

s = p ) .

Tzara mentioned a poem written by Meschinot at Blois,
26

Plus ne voys riens qui recomfort me donne, which, he

stated, contained twenty-four anagrams and was written

in competition with Villon who had a reputation for

being such a skillful anagramist that he often wrote

poems in which every line contained at least one

anagram.

The bulk of Tzara's research involved the

discovery of a large number of anagrams, according

27
to Dobzynski almost 1500, in Villon's Lais, Testament,

and Poesies Diverses. He did not search for anagrams

in the poems written in jargon. He then formulated

new explanations of some portions of Villon's poetry

based on his interpretations of the anagrams which

10



he found hidden in the lines. Most of the work

represented by Tzara*s manuscript concerns the Lais,

from which one may assume that he was unable to

complete his research concerning Villon's other

poems, although many references are made to particular

lines in the Testament and the Poésies Diverses.

Some of Tzara's interpretations emerge quite

naturally from the discovery of the anagrams, as

in line 7^ of the Lais (Levet's edition):

Qui m'a si durement chassie „
++00++ +++00++ = Catherxne.

Here the anagram seems to reveal the name of the lady

who caused Villon misery. Sometimes the lady's name

appears to be Denise, as in line 18 of the Lais :

Voyant celle devant mes yeulx „

+0+0 ooooo + +0000 00+ 0+ = Denxse

(y = i).

Tzara resolved this confusion by explaining that

Denise was a pseudonym for Catherine de Vauselles,

a woman mentioned in line 66l of the Testament for

having witnessed a beating suffered by Villon.

(Elsewhere Tzara suggested that if Catherine and

Denise were not identical, they may have been

sisters). His reason for identifying Denise as

Catherine rests on the discovery of the anagram of

Catherine's name in the only lines of Villon's

poetry in which the name Denise is mentioned:

Quan chicaner me feist Denise „
+0 ++000+++ 00 0++0 + = Catherxne

Disant que 1 ' avoye maulditte Tr , 28
+000 0+0 + 0+ J + 0+0+0000+ = Vauselle.
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Catherine-Denise was apparently not the only cause

for Villon's departure from Paris; some of the

blame must go to Noe Jolis:

Je m'en vois en pays loingtain „T T .
+++ +o oooo ++++° = Noe Jolison

(i = j).29
Tzara found several anagrams of the names Noe Jolis

or Noel Jolis, whose name appears in line 1636 of

the Testament as a legatee and in line 662 of the

same poem for having been responsible for humiliating

Villon in the presence of Catherine de Vauselles.

Tzara found a number of anagrams of the name Sermoise,

for which he permitted several spellings, the most

frequent of which were Sermoie and Sarmoie. This

name does not appear in any of the texts of Villon's

poetry, but it is recorded in official documents

that a priest named Phelippe Sermoise was killed in

a squabble with Villon in June, 1455. The reasons

for this quarrel are unknown, but it is conceivable

that the cause may have been a woman. Tzara seemed

to think that the recurrence of the names of Noe

Jolis and Sermoise in the anagrams indicated that

these men were Villon's rivals for the lady Catherine-

Denise .

Sometimes more obscure interpretations emerge

from Tzara's application of his anagram theory.

For example, Tzara explained that Perrenet Marchant,

referred to by Villon in both the Lais and the

12



Testament as "le bâtart de la Barre", and identified

30
by Champion as a sergeant at the Châtelet, was

really Pierre Marchant, the priest whose relations

with Guy Tabarie precipitated the disclosure of

Villon's complicity in the robbery of the College

of Navarre. Considering stanza XXIII of the Lais,

which begins :

Item, a Perrenet Marchant
Qu'on dit le Bastart de la Barre

Tzara felt that there was significance in the fact

that in this stanza he found anagrams of the names

of Catherine, Sermoise, Jolis, Perdfier and le
\

31 *
Cornu. The anagrams suggest, according to Tzara,

that Marchant was sent by Catherine and her group,

consisting of those whose names appear in the

anagrams, to make Tabarie talk and thus cause

serious problems for Villon. That is why, in

stanza XCIII of the Testament, Villon charges the

same person, Perrenet Marchant, who was after all

Catherine's emissary, to deliver to her Villon's

insulting ballade in which all the lines terminate

in r^. Tzara concluded that the "damoiselle au

nez tortu" to whom the ballade was dedicated, was

32
none other than Catherine de Vauselles.

The most intriguing speculations to emerge from

Tzara's research are those concerning the identification

of François Villon with a certain Vaillant, a minor

13



fifteenth-century poet who wrote in the courtly

tradition of Blois. It seems that at the end of

1456 or the beginning of 1457, Marguerite de

Rohan, wife of Jean d'Angouleme and sister-in-law
33

of Charles d'Orléans, had a book written. The

first part of this book contains poetry by Alain

Chartier and a few other poets of Chartier's

circle; the second part contains poetry by Vaillant:

twenty-three rondeaux, three bergerettes, two

ballades, the Débat des Deux Souers or 1'Embusche

de Vaillant, the Cornerie des Anges, a Lettres

34
envoieez and a Lettres en prose. Tzara claimed

that all of these poems were written by Villon,

that all of them contained anagrams and that all

of them carried implications which could be under¬

stood when considered in terms of Tzara's interpretations
35

of the Lais.

Tzara stated that the authenticity of Villon's

authorship of Vaillant's Ballade a_ Jacques Cueur was

indisputable because of the signature contained in

anagram form in the refrain line:

Qu'a cuer vaillant rien feust possible „

+ +000 00+000+ +000 +0000 0++ = Franpoi

Qu'a cuer vaillant rien feust possible .... .....
+0+0+000 000+ 00000 0+ o +0+ = Vullon

( ss = s

In Vaillant's contribution to the Amoureux de

1'Observance at Blois, Tzara found another signature:

14



Aux freres l'aumosne pour Dieu „

+++00+ +00+++ ^ = François
I 37s — P ) •

Tzara interpreted the allegorical Lettres en

prose as a description of Catherine, Sermoise and

their friends each represented by a symbolic name.

In the signature of this letter, the names of the

key figures appear as anagrams:

Vostre humble et leal serviteur
+00++ + ++ +00+ = Vauselle

Cellui que par mon créateur „

+000+ 00+ 00+ +00 +00+000+ = Cerrmoxe

(a = o)
Povez nommer vostre Vaillant

++00+ +00++ = Villon _Q
t ■ \ 3o( e = x ) .

In the Obligation de Vaillant Tzara found:

En l'an de ma gran passion T .. .
++ + 00 00 0+ +000 00+ ++ = Noe Jolxs

(ss = s,
a = o,

S = j)
Mectan toute a nonchaloir „ ,,

++000 +000+ + +000+000++ = Catherxne
Fais ceste presentacion „
++++ 00000 0+000000++++= Françoys

(ii = y)
Soubz le seel de vostre vouloir ... ^,

++ 0000 0+ +++000 00++ = Vauselle_Q
(o = a).

In addition to De s Amoureux de 1'Observance and the

Obligation de Vaillant, there is another poem in

the duke of Orleans' personal manuscript which

Tzara believed was written by Villon. It is a

rondeau entitled Quant si moy je crains le f ilé,

which yields the following anagram:

Puis voy par maint bec affile .

++ 000 0+0 0+0+0 0+0 000++ = Noe Jolxs

( a = o ,

i = j) .

Tzara pointed out that in line 1512 of the Testament

15



there is a similar expression in a line containing

the same anagram:

Qui ont le bec si affilié .

+ ++o +o o+o ++ + = Noe Jolis

(a = o,
i = j ) •

He concluded that the "bec affilé" to which Villon

was alluding was obviously the stinging tongue of

t i • 210Noe Jolis.

In a long poem known as Le Débat des Deux

Soeurs or 1 ' lDmbusche de Vaillant Tzara found

numerous anagrams which seemed to refer rather

clearly to Catherine and Villon, such as:

Hier ansi que chascun se part _ ,,

++o o+oo ooo +++0000 o+ oo++ = Catherine

A leur parler fus traveillant ,r
++o o++ 000++00++ = Vauselle

Si nomme 1 ' embuclié Vaillant
+0+000+ +000+0+ = Villon.

He also found other names in this poem which

suggested Villon's authorship, including those of

Denise, Noel Jolis and Sermoise. Tzara stated

that the title of the poem was intended to make an

obvious allusion to the fact that it was Villon who

was hidden (embusqué) behind the pseudonym. (An

ordinary interpretation of the title would seem to

suggest simply that the poet was hidden behind the

door while he was eavesdropping on the two sisters.

Tzara believed that this poem had been written

before June, 1^55, while Sermoise was still alive

and that the fight between Sermoise and Villon

16



concerned slander of Sermoise which Villon had

written into this poem by means of the anagrams.

In all of the poems attributed to Vaillant,

Tzara found anagrams which indicated to him that

these poems had actually been written by Villon.

He described the extraordinary skill of the poet*

which had enabled him not only to compose the

anagrams but also to write in different styles.

On the other hand, he pointed out that many of

Vaillant's poems were similar in style to Villon's

lay for Ithier Marchant (Testament, 978-989) and

to the chanson for Jacquet Cardon (Testament,

1784-1790). Tzara also prepared a list of expressions

which he had found in both 1'Embusche de Vaillant

and in the poetry which appeared under Villon's

own name. He argued that the following phrases

shared closer similarities than could be expected

to exist merely as a result of the uniformity
k2

of fifteenth-century poetry.

B.V., h. IV
Et ne souffres plus tel torment

Testament, 1. 676
Et souffroie tant de tonnent

E.V., h. XVI
Que mal pour bien on reguerdonne

Poésies Diverses, VIII
De tout bien fais le guerdonne
Et de noz maulx le vray pardon

17



E.V., h. XX
Et qui ne le fait c'est folleur

Testament, 1. 961
Lors mais nennil ce seroit donc folleur

Poésies Diverses, XI
Et ce enfance? Nennil - C'est donc folleur

E.V., h. XXV
Pour les tirer dedans voz las

Tes tament f 1. 680
De moy retraire de ses las

E.V., h. XLIV
En plaisans jeux, en plaisans chans

Testament, 1. 227-228
Si bien chantans, si bien parlans,
Si plaisans en faiz et en dis

E.V. , h. LU
Disant qu'ilz ont des biens largesse

Testament, 1. 472
Auquel j'en feiz grande largesse

E.V. , h. LU
Et leur dy que grant cherge est-ce
N'amer jamais jeunes coquars

Testament, 1. 736
Et ne suys qu'ung jeune coquart

E.V., h. XCVII
Dieu patience si leur dont

Testament, 1. 246
Comme moy Dieu doint patience

18



E.V., h. XCVII
Qui trop embrasse tout luy chiet

Poesies Diverses, II
Tant embrasse on que chiet la prise

According to Tzara, Villon spent the mid-1450's

circulating among the nobility at Blois, Tours and

Angouleme. Poems under the names of both Vaillant

and Villon are in Charles d'Orléans' personal

manuscript, suggesting that the poet spent some

time at Blois. Furthermore, a poem in this manuscript

written by Charles d'Orléans in response to the

Obligation de Vaillant contains the following

reference to having seen Vaillant at Tours:

A veu nouvellement a Tour|^
De Vaillant l'obligation.

The presence of several of Vaillant's poems in

Marguerite de Rohan's manuscript indicated that

Villon-Vaillant was also at Angouleme. Tzara

believed that Villon also went to Angers with the

intention of delivering his Les Contrediz Franc

Gontier to King René, but that the poet was never

admitted to the king's presence. Such a rebuff

would explain why Villon left this ballade instead

to André Courault, who was King René's attorney,

and also perhaps why Villon refers to René as a

tyrant in line 1459 of the Testament :

Quant du tirant séant en hault
A cestuy la riens ne demande.

Tzara dated Villon-Vaillant's earliest poems,
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1'Embusche de Vaillant and the Ballade a_ Jacques

Cueur, before 1456, the former because he felt

that the anagrams in the poem had precipitated

Villon's fight with Sermoise in June, 1455, the

latter because he thought that it was reasonable

to assume that the poem was written prior to Jacques

Cueur1 s death in 1456. He accepted Champion's

dating of 1456-1457 for most of the poems in

45
Marguerite de Rohan's manuscript. However,

Tzara disputed Champion's date of C. 1454 for the
46

Obligation de Vaillant. Champion's dating is

supported by the position of a rondeau by Charles

d'Orléans which closely precedes the Obligation

de Vaillant in the duke's manuscript. This poem

contains a reference to the reconquest of la

Guyenne and Normandy, which occurred in 1453, and

therefore it was assumed that both the poem by

Charles d'Orléans and the one by Vaillant could not

have been written long after that date. Tzara

argued that although the duke's poem may have been

written in 1453 or 1454, it could have been

copied into the manuscript several years later;

thus, it would be unreliable to date this poem

merely because of its position in relation to

another poem in the manuscript. Tzara proposed a

date of 1457-1458 for the Obligation de Vaillant.^
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Tzara felt that Villon must have been known

to Charles d'Orléans by both of his names, at

least by the time of the composition of the Epitre

jà Marie d'Orleans which terminates with the

signature "Vostre povre escolier Françoys". Tzara

felt that Villon's relationship with Charles

d'Orléans was fairly close, and even cited a rondeau

written by the duke containing a reproach of Villon-

Vaillant in anagram form:

Plus avant que je ne vouloye ........ ,
+00 +0+0+ Yo +0 +00+ = Vaillant^g

(j = i) •

As a further indication of the friendship between

Villon and the duke Tzara proposed an interesting

theory concerning the duke's personal manuscript.

In this manuscript Villon's Epitre ei Marie d'Orléans

is followed by nineteen blank pages. The blank

pages are followed by several ballades on the theme

of "Je meurs de soif auprès de la fontaine", including

Villon's ballade on this theme. These ballades are

followed by Parfont conseil eximium, a poem which some

scholars have attributed to Villon. Tzara

believed that the nineteen blank pages were intended

for additional works by Villon, but that they were

not used because Villon was arrested and imprisoned

at Meung before he was able to fill them. Furthermore,

he declared that the three poems immediately following

the blank pages contain Villon's anagrams and were
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therefore written by Villon. Tzara described

Charles d'Orléans' wish to have Villon write so

much in his personal manuscript as an indication

of the close relations that must have existed

between the impoverished criminal-scholar and the

duke of Orléans.^
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Chapter Two

Tzara's theory was first presented to the

public in Dobzynski's "Le Secret de François Villon",

which appeared as a leading article in Les Lettre s

1
Françaises in 1959. A portion of this feature

was dedicated to "un poème inconnu de Villon

authentifié par Tristan Tzara"; this poem is none

other than the Obligation de Vaillant, "authenticated"

on the basis of four anagrams of the names of Noe
2

Jolis, Catherine, Vauselle and François. In this

article Tzara's ideas were presented as fact

rather than hypothesis ; there was no questioning

of Tzara's theories in any way. Dobzynski described

Tzara's method as "scientific" and added that

Tzara's findings were a great boon to Villon

scholarship because they provided both a method of

authenticating which works were written by Villon

and which were not and a key to which editions

of Villon's works should be considered authoritative.

As an example of the latter, Dobzynski mentioned

that the line

Oui m'a si durement chassie _ ,,
++00++ +++00++ = Catherine

which appears only in the Levet edition, indicates

by means of the anagram that this edition records

the correct version of this line. (Both Tzara and
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Dobzynski appear to have overlooked the fact that

in the Longnon-Foulet edition of Villon's poetry

the line contains the anagram Denise:

Qui si durement m'a chassie'
+ +o +00+0++ = Denise.

This fact would seem to add some confusion to

Dobzynski's claims.)

The sensational tone of Dobzynski's article

tended somewhat to discredit Tzara's theory,

although evidently the opposite effect was intended.

There does not seem to have been much significant

acknowledgement of Tzara's ideas until 1967

when Pierre Le Gentil published a book about Villon

in which he devoted a chapter to a discussion of

3
the anagrams. Le Gentil discussed Tzara's ideas

in a clear, intelligent manner, and although he

was cautious about accepting these ideas, he

seemed to have thought that they merited serious

consideration :

Aussi, devant la découverte de
Tristan Tzara, est-on également
porté à croire et à douter.
Rien n'autorise à la récuser,
bien au contraire, mais on ne
saurait la retenir avant qu'une
large et franche discussion ait
fait apparaître une majorité
d'avis favorables, car en
l'occurrence une opinion isolée
ne saurait suffire. . .

Il vaut la peine d'être mené
à bien, Tristan Tzara ayant
tiré de ses recherches un

ingénieux parti et formulé a
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leur lumière^d1 importantes
conclusions.

Pierre Demarolle, in his L 'Esprit de Villon,

étude de style, mentioned Foulet's suggestion of

an anagram of the name Itiers Marchant in line 199

of the Testament and added:

Le poète Tristan Tzara a trouvé
bien d'autres anagrammes; ses
recherches semblent devoir
conduire à une interprétation
entièrement nouvelle de certains

aspects deqla vie et de l'art
de Villon.

Jean Dufournet remarked that "Tzara est arrivé

g
a des conclusions dignes d'intérêt".

Others have been quite unreceptive to Tzara's

ideas. Italo Siciliano devoted a few pages of a

7
chapter entitled "Extravagances Philologiques"

to a discussion of Tzara's discoveries. He

concluded that:

Il parait donc que la Muse
villonienne n'est pas aussi
cachottière et fantasque qu'on
le dit. Mais elle "pipe" et
jargonne. Or, tout ce qu'on
nous a raconté de ses acrostiches
et de ses anagrammes demeure dans
les bornes du pur gratuit et, ^
pour ainsi dire, de la "civilité".

It seems, however, that Siciliano's doubts were

partially based on a rather deceptive reading of

q
an article by another critic, Raymond Lebègue.

Lebègue argued that it was really not so amazing

that Tzara had found five names in anagram form in
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line 69 of the Lais, for he himself had succeeded

in finding the fourteen letters forming his own

name in the very same line, by allowing the

substitution of a c^ in the text for the in his

name and using the following version of the line:

Je laisse de par Dieu mon bruict.

However, although Lebègue found the letters forming

his own name, they are not arranged in the kind

of symmetrical pattern proposed by Tzara, although

Lebègue seemed to imply that they were in his

conclusion :

Rabelais a composé quelques
anagrammes, Villon en a peut-
être fait ; mais on ne peut se
fier à la méthode du fondateur
du Dadaisme - tout au moins
m'a-t-elle permis de retrouver
mon nom et mon çgénom dans un
vers de Villon.

It was inevitable that eventually a mathematician

would become interested in Tzara's theory. M.

Puissegur, attracted particularly by Tzara's application

of his theory to the poetry of Rabelais, compared

the actual number of anagrams of Rabelais' name

which he found in a poem by Rabelais with the

predictions he had made on the basis of a probability
11

formula. He took for his experiment the poem

Fanfreluches in the second chapter of Gargantua.

By applying his formula Puissegur found that the

probability of the letters forming the word Rabelais
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as a symmetrical anagram in a line of thirty
12

letters is 0.062 ; in other words, the anagram

could be expected to appear by pure chance approxi¬

mately six times per hundred lines. According to

Puissegur's empirical search, the symmetrical

anagram Rabelais appears eight times in the one

13
hundred twelve lines of Fanfreluches. Puissegur

concluded his research by discovering the anagram

Tzara in a poem by Tzara:

Laissez-moi aussi dire la vaste prairiemde mes jours de raisins
+ ooo +0000 oo+o oo ooo+o oo+ = Tzara.

He showed his results to Tzara, but reported that

the poet was not convinced:

Mais à mes chiffres, il opposait
la conviction de celui qui a
découvert un trésor et auquel
on vient dire que quelques pièces,
peut-ètrç^toutes, sont des pièces
fausses.
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Chapter Three

Tzara's theory of symmetrical anagrams is

really not as inconceivable as it may seem at

first, when one considers the extent of the taste

for cryptology in the late Middle Ages. One

common form of cryptology used by Villon and his

contemporaries was the acrostic. An acrostic was

normally constructed from the initial letters in

consecutive lines of a stanza or group of stanzas

to form a word or phrase when read vertically. The

acrostic VILLON appears in the envois of two

ballades in the Testament (lines 905-908 and lines

1621-1626), in Poesies Diverses I (lines 31-36),

Poésies Diverses IV (lines 25-30) and in Poesies

Diverse s XI (lines ^1-46). Jacques Maries wrote

an article concerning lines 895-908 of the Testament,

suggesting that the acrostic was longer than the mere

signature. He noticed that the initial letters of

the eight lines preceding the envoi spelled APELLA CE,

making the entire acrostic read APELLA CE VILLON."^
In Villon's ballade for the "damoiselle au nez tortu"

(Te stament, lines 9^2-969) the acrostic reads FRANCOYS

MARTHEOS, which has led to speculation concerning the

identity of Marthe, as this name does not appear elsewhe

in Villon's poetry. Villon's ballade for Robert
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d'Estouteville contains the acrostic of the name

of Estouteville's wife, AMBROISE DE LORE (Testament,

lines I378-I39D.

A new theory concerning acrostics has been

developed by Ethel Seaton, who has produced something

which she calls the "complex acrostic anagram" or

2
the "double acrostic anagram". Seaton's formula

for complex acrostic anagrams can be summarized

as follows. Consider all the initial letters of

the lines of the poem and all the initial letters

of caesural or near caesural words ; if necessary

add the second and perhaps the third letter of

these caesural or near caesural words. From this

collection of letters, choose those which are

required to form the name which you expect to find

and put these letters in order to form the name.

Discard the letters not needed. This formula

has numerous shortcomings. Seaton1s examples

demonstrate that it is often necessary to discard

almost as many letters as are used to form the

name. In addition, despite the manipulations of

the letters, the acrostic anagrams usually have

a few blanks. Tzara1 s system, despite its great

flexibility, seems rigorous in comparison with

Seaton's theory of complex acrostic anagrams. The

destressing lack of consistency used by Seaton in
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constructing her system is discussed by William

and Elizabeth Friedman in their revievf of Seaton's

3
book.

Nonetheless, it is known that simple straight¬

forward acrostics were used in the fifteenth

century and that they were used by Villon. It

seems reasonable, therefore, to speculate that

Villon may have used other devices involving a

play on letters, such as anagrams. Perfect anagrams,

that is, anagrams in which all the letters of a

word or phrase are used, were known in the Middle

Ages. According to Collin de Plancy, people in the

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries often pretended

to find hidden meaning in anagrams. He gave some

4
amusing examples. The cardinal of Richelieu

wanted to marry his niece to the count of Soissons.

The niece was a widow, but nevertheless the

cardinal was determined to prove that she was a

virgin in order to increase her desirability as

a wife. Ilis principal argument was that the name

of the lady in question, Marie de Vigneros,

contained the anagram VIERGE DE SON MARI. (Despite

this brilliant argument the count of Soissons was

apparently not convinced). De Plancy also mentioned

two Jesuits, le père Proust and le père d'Orléans,

who disputed with anagrams. Le père Proust found

in his rival's name the anagram L'ASNE D'OR,
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while le père d'Orléans produced from Proust's

name PUR SOT. There was a celebrated anagramist

named César Coupé who was particularly skillful

at constructing anagrams concerning the husbands

of flirtatious women. Eventually he married one

himself and was later obliged to be separated

from her. Someone with a desire for revenge did

not hesitate to publish the anagram of Coupé's name:

COCU SÉPARÉ.

Martin Lopelmann found some interesting notes

in a manuscript of the late fifteenth century

which had belonged to Cardinal Rohan.^ The first

line of an anonymous rondeau in this manuscript

is "Gracieuse entre mile et belle" ; a note in the

manuscript points out that "gracieuse entre mile

est le nom torné de marguerite lencisée".^
Another rondeau begins "Ma foy sevre vrite germa"

with the following note in the margin: "vrite germa

n

est le nom de marguerite tourné". Poem no. 479 in

the manuscript contains the acrostic CATHERINE DU

DRAC. The following poem, no. 480, begins with the

line "Checun y tarddera souvent" and is accompanied

by the note: "Checun y; tarddera est le nom torné
g

de Catherine du drac". The first line of the

next poem is "Feru suis du vent de la bise" with

r a
the note; "la bise est le nom torné de ysabel".
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A great provincial anagramist was Thomas

Billon, a lawyer from Aix who composed anagrams

in Latin for Louis XIII. He prepared a little

book for Louis consisting of sixty-two anagrams.

Some of them are quite simple:

ANNA DE AUSTRIA = NATURA DIANA ES.11
Others are more complex:

LODOVICUS DECIMVS-TERTIVS A BORBONIO

REX GALLIARVM =

D.C. XII. OSCULABOR MUTUO OS ILLUD

NATAE REGIS IBERORUM.12
Billon translated this anagram as "L'-an 1Ô12, je

baiserai mutuellement la bouche de l'infante du

13
Roy des Espagnols". He also wrote anagrams

combining the names of Louis and his wife:

LVDOVICUS DECIMVS TERTIVS A BORBONIO

ET ANNA DE AUSTRIA =

DEUS VIM DONATO SCRIBENDI SUB TE

NOVA ORACULA VERITATIS

which he translated as "Seigneur, donne-moy la

force d'escrire sous toy des nouveaux oracles de

vérité". He also composed a prophetic anagram

from the names of Louis' parents :

HENRICVS A BORBONIO ET MARIA DE

MEDICIS =

0 RARA! M.DCI HEROEM E NOBIS NASCI

VIDEBIT.15
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Billon translated this anagram as "Rare merveille !
l6

l'an l601 verra de nous naistre un Héros".

The popularity of anagrams continued well into

the sixteenth century among the members of the

Pléiade. They could refer to a classical source

for the composition of anagrams in the Greek poet
17

Lycophron who wrote during the Alexandrian period.

Lycophron's chief admirer in France was Dorat, who
18

composed a number of anagrams in Greek and Latin.

Dorat was followed by Baif, Jodelle, Du Bellay,

Ronsard and Rabelais. It is well known that the

pseudonym of the author of Gargantua, Alcofrybas

Nasier, is a perfect anagram of François Rabelais.

A Belgian has been investigating anagrams in

detail in the works of the sixteenth-century

poetess Louise Labé and has produced three works

on the subject entitled Louise Labé et ses aventures

amoureuses avec Clément Marot et le dauphin Henri,

Le s Baisers littéraires et le salon de dame Louise

Labé, and Présence de Louise Labé au coeur de

19
1'oeuvre de Clément Marot. According to his

theory, all of the poetry of Louise Labé and her

contemporaries is full of anagrams, but they are

contained in Old French words which had disappeared

from common usage before the sixteenth century.

In other words, the anagrams are contained in an

archaic language, and reconstructions of this
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language must be made in order to discover them.

For example, the following line from a poem by-

Olivier de Magny:

La douce gravité qui ton front honora

must be read as:

20
Le duc hontoia ton front grave qui roa.

He took another line by Magny:

Les deus rubis balais de ta bouche alléchante

and reconstructed it as:

Loise Labé cuta les esbats du haable duc Henri.

Despite various shaky theories concerning

cryptology in the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance,

there does seem to be sufficient evidence to indicate

that some poets did write acrostics and anagrams

into their works. For this reason, Tzara's theory

merits consideration, especially if it may provide

any information about the obscure wanderings and

writings of one of the great French poets, François

Villon.

If Tzara's anagram theory proves to be valid,

it will be by far the strongest indication of a

connection between Villon and Vaillant. Other

suggestions of a relationship between these two

poets are extremely weak,1 but should nevertheless

be mentioned.
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First, there is some evidence that Villon

and Vaillant were at Blois in the mid-l450's,

because poems signed with both of their names

22
appear in Charles d'Orléans1 personal manuscript.

All of the poems which are or may be by Villon

are written in the same script, and no other

poems in the manuscript are in this script, which

has led some scholars to believe that it may be
23

a sample of Villon's own handwriting. The

poems by Vaillant are written in a different hand,

but it is possible that these poems were entered

by a scribe. With regard to the question of

whether Villon actually did have the manuscript in

his own hands, it is tempting to follow Tzara's

reasoning that if Villon wrote in the manuscript

himself, he probably had a fairly close relationship

with the duke. This might suggest that Villon

was in the vicinity of Blois for several years,

which is longer than the records would imply.

It is also rather strange that there are no records

in the duke's accounts of any payments having been
2k

made to a François Villon. Thus, it is possible

that Villon may have been at Blois for a long time

under an alias.^
There is also a rather obscure link between

the poetry of Villon and that of Vaillant. In

35



two nineteenth-century editions of Villon's works,

Jannet's edition of 1867 and Lacroix's edition of

1877, there are a number of poems attributed to

Villon. One of them is Adieu vous dy la lerme _a

1'oeil, a rondeau which is how believed to have

been written by Vaillant. The attribution of this

poem to Villon was a result of the research of

Antoine Campaux.

Campaux declared that there were a number of

poems in the Jardin de Plaisance which were

26
unquestionably by Villon. One of them, Adieu

vous dy la lerme a_ l'oeil, subsequently appeared
2 7

in Winkler's edition of Vaillant's poetry.

With regard to this poem Campaux wrote:

Ces adieux si pathétiques nous
semblent bien celui qui, au
début du Petit Testament, h. 10e,
laisse à celle "Qui si durement
l'a chassie. . . (son)
cueur enchassié/Pg^e, piteux,
mort et transis".

Campaux compared this section of the Lais to the

line in the rondeau, "Mon pouvre cueur vous laisse
2 9

et donne". He also attributed to Villon the

rondeau Bonnes gens, ,j ' ay perdu ma dame which was

30
attributed to Vaillant by Raynaud. In this

poem Campaux found similarities to the advice given
31

in the Débat du cueur et du corps de Villon.

In his edition of Villon's poetry Jannet

wrote the following note concerning Campaux's
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attributions :

Dix-sept pièces choisies parmi
celles que M. Campaux a tirées

Jardin de plaisance. On ne

peut lire son travail sans
être tenté d'admettre que

plusieurs de ces pièces sont
réellement de Villon.

Lacroix seemed less convinced than Jannet of the

correctness of Campaux's attributions, but

explained that he did not want to omit them from

his edition because some of the poems might have

33
been written by Villon.

We have, then, Tristan Tzara's firm belief

that a minor fifteenth-century poet named Vaillant

was really none other than the celebrated François

Villon. Tzara's conviction originated with his

theory of symmetrical anagrams, so the problem of

identifying the two poets can not be separated

from the problem of the anagrams. In addition,

however, there are a few bits and pieces of infor¬

mation which may be helpful in demonstrating a

connection, if indeed there is a connection,

between these two poets. The double question is

then, is Villon Vaillant? and to what extent does

the discovery of symmetrical anagrams establish

that these two poets are identical?
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Chapter Four

One might begin by asking the ostensibly

simple question: what do we know about Vaillant?

Unfortunately the answer to this question was

already quite complicated even before Tzara

developed his theory. In the Dictionnaire de s

Lettres Françaises the poet is listed as Pierre
1

Chastellain dit Vaillant. Pierre Chastellain was

otherwise known as an impoverished harpist-musician,

the author of two long poems, Le Temps Perdu and

Le Temps Re couvre. The identification of Vaillant

as Pierre Chastellain is by no means firmly

established, and two opinions on this subject have

emerged from the small amount of scholarship which

has been done concerning this poet.

The names of Pierre Chastellain and Vaillant

were first connected in 189^ by Arthur Piaget.

While doing research in the royal library in Turin,

Piaget came across a manuscript containing Pierre

Chastellain's Le Temps Perdu ; at the end of the

poem was the signature "Le Temps Perdu de Pierre
2

Chastellain dit Vaillant". This manuscript,

which was destroyed by fire in 1906, was the only

indication of a link between the names of Vaillant

and Chastellain.

38



Despite this rather scanty evidence, Pierre

Champion concurred with Piaget in identifying
3

Pierre Chastellain as Vaillant. Champion glossed

over all the difficulties related to such an

identification by claiming that in 1453, when

Chastellain became Vaillant, he simply changed his

name and his style of writing:

Quand Pierre Chastellain regagna
la France, en 1453, il y avait
dans le goût une révolution
notable qui venait de se faire
autour de Charles d'Orléans.

. Les écrivains et les
amateurs du beau langage
allaient en pèlerinage à Blois.
C'est ce que fit Pierre Chastellain.
Il fut subjugué, emerveillé.
Il oublia tout; car, en dépit
de son goût bizarre, de ses rimes
équivoques, il avait de la
facilité et véritablement un

extraordinaire esprit d'assimi¬
lation et de l'abondance. Il
en oublia, volontairement peut-être,
son nom. Pierre Chastellain

s'appela désormais Vaillant.
Dieu sait s'il devait insister
sur son nouveau nom, sur son
sobriquet.

Champion mentioned that Chastellain seemed to have

lost his old personality when he changed his name,^
but he did not attempt to explain this rather

bizarre phenomenon in any detail.

In contrast to Piaget and Champion there were

two scholars who were not convinced that Chastellain

and Vaillant were the same poet. Emil Winkler

offered three arguments to support his opinion
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that the two poets were not identical. First,

he pointed out that in the 1^50's Vaillant was at

the height of his career while Chastellain, if we

can believe what he wrote about himself in his

poetry, was a broken old man. Second, Vaillant

named himself in a number of his works, sometimes"

by using the common word vaillant, as in the

Ballade a Jacques Cueur and the rondeau C'est mon

vaillant et ma richesse, sometimes by signing his

name in the text as in the Embusche de Vaillant

and the Lettres en prose. Third, the poetry

attributed to Vaillant differs significantly in

style from that of Chastellain.^
France Pascal argued that Pierre Chastellain

and Vaillant were two different poets because their

poetry differs fundamentally in inspiration,subject

7
matter, spirit, form and language. She pointed

out that Vaillant's work consists of very impersonal

poetry written on the amourous themes of the poetic

circle of Blois, in contrast to Chastellain's

poetry which is frankly autobiographical and

moralizing. Vaillant's poetry reflects the rigid

fixed forms of fifteenth-century courtly verse,

while Chastellain's two long poems appear to be

without much order. Furthermore, Vaillant's language

is that of the Loire Valley without any dialectical

influence, while Chastellain's poems contain many
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Picard words and Picard traits, especially in the

rime scheme. (En is distinguished from an, and iee

is reduced to ie. Chastellain also used the forms

o

mi and ti for moi and toi ) . With regard to the

signature in the Turin manuscript, Pascal suggested

that there may have been a Pierre Chastellain

called Vaillant distinct from the Vaillant who was

at Blois in the 14:50's.^
Although the arguments set forth by Winkler and

Pascal seem more cogent than those which identify

Vaillant as Pierre Chastellain, they still leave

the puzzling signature in the Turin manuscript

unexplained. It is worth considering the possibility

that Vaillant and Chastellain were not the same

person but that their names may have become connected

through the efforts of a third person, for example

Villon. Villon could have heard of the old poet

Chastellain, or perhaps even have met him and later

gone to Blois where he introduced himself as Pierre

Chastellain dit Vaillant.

There are a number of clues which suggest an

opportunity for Villon to have met Pierre Chastellain.

In his Le Temps Re couvre Chastellain wrote that he

had entered the service of King René, who had a

court at Angers :

Environ quatre ans et demy
Es Ytalies ay régné,
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Pouvrement, sur 11ame de my,
Tout maladif et errené,
Le service du roy René
Entreposant pour augmenter^
Mon bien et moy alimenter.

There is also a record in King René's accounts

noting that Chastellain had received a harp from the
11

king in 1448. In addition, King René has a place

of honor in L'Embusche de Vaillant where he is

named as the suitor of one of the sisters. There

are strong indications in Villon's biography that

Villon too may have spent some time in the vicinity

of Angers, and may have had some contact with King

René as well. In line 43 of the Lais Villon gave

his destination as Angers:

Adieu, je m'en vois a Angiers.

While it is possible that this journey was fictional,

the same information was given by Pierre Marchant

in his testimony recording what Guy Tabarie had told

him about a robbery committed by Villon and his

friends :

Oultre, ledit maistre Guy dist
audit déposant que ilz avoient
ung autre complice nommé maistre
Francoys Villon, lequel estoit
allé à Angiers en une abbaye
en laquelle il avoit ung sien
oncle qui estoit religieux en
ladite abbaye, et qu'il y
estoit alé pour savoir 1'estât
d'ung ancien religieux dudit
lieu, lequel estoit renommé
d'estre riche de V or Vie escus

et que, lui retourné,
ilz yroient tous par pour
le desbourser.

42



One can also consider Villon's Les Contrediz Franc

Gont1er (Testament, lines 1473-1506) which he left

to André Courault, King Renés attorney. Although

Villon specified in lines of the Testament

that he was leaving the poem to Courault and not

to the "tyrant" René, it is possible that the poem

was originally intended to be delivered to René

as a rebuttal to the poem Regnault et Jehanneton

in which the king had idealized the life of the

simple shepherd. Thus, there are some indications

that both Villon and Chastellain were in the

vicinity of Angers and therefore could have met

each other there.

In addition, there are a number of similarities

between the poetry of Chastellain and that of Villon

which may suggest Villon's familiarity with the

works of the older poet. The personal element is

dominant in the works of both men. Although a

certain degree of individuality had been attained

by some medieval poets, such as Colin Muset,

Rutebeuf, Guillaume de Machaut and Eustache Deschamps

individuality tended to be weak in much of the

conventional lyric poetry of the fifteenth century.

Gaston Paris referred to Villon as an innovator in

creating a kind of personal poetry which was openly

biographical:



. aucun poète ne s'était
encore avisé de se prendre lui-
même pour le sujet central de
son oeuvre, celui vers lequel
tout converge, et c'est ce qu'a
fait l'auteur du Testament,
car toutes les marionnettes
dont il tient les fils dansent
leur ronde autour de lui et
sont en rapport intime avec^
celui qui les fait mouvoir.

However, although Villon may have been the most

skillful of the early poets who took themselves as

the central subject of their verse, he was not the

first; Michault Taillevent and Pierre Chastellain

preceded him in the tradition of autobiographical

poetry.

Michault Taillevent's most celebrated work

was an autobiographical poem entitled Le Passe

Temps. In both the Dictionnaire des Lettres

15
Françaises and Champion's Histoire Poétique du

Quinzième Siècle^ Le Passe Temps is cited as an

inspiration for Villon's Testament. There is

little doubt that Taillevent's poem was the

incentive for Pierre Chastellain's Le Temps Perdu :

En contemplant mon temps passé
Et le "Passe temps" de Michault,
J'ay "Mon temps perdu" compassé
Duquel a present bien m'y chault;

Je Pierre Chastellain me nomme,
Qui contre Temps perdu bataille.
Nuyt et jour, pour saulver mon homme,
Le glayve qui me combat taille .

Or craint comment son débat aille

Qui sa char en bataille vent:
Prens en gré, Michault Taillevent.
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There are then at least three long autobiographical

poems which predate the Testament : Michault Taillevent1 s

Le Passe Temps (before 1450) and Pierre Chastellain's

Le Temps Perdu (c. 1450) and Le Temps Re couvre

(c. 1451) . It seems probable that Villon was familiar

with at least one of these poems if not all three,

and it is possible that he was introduced to them

by Pierre Chastellain himself.

Although the quality of Chastellain's poetry

does not compare favorably with that of Villon's

Testament, the works of these two poets are similar

in their domination of the personal element and in

their self-pitying attitudes toward their own

suffering. Both men reflected on their poverty:

Chastellain

Toujours pouvreté gouvernoii
Demy le temps notre maison

Villon
Povre je suis de ma jeunesse
De povre et de petite extrace."

Both poets denounced the personification of old age:

Chastellain referred to "Vieillesse, la faulce
21

paillarde" and Villon's belle heaulmiere addressed
22

her laments to "Vieillesse felonne et fiere".

During the fifteenth century the description

of the Dance of Death was flourishing in literature

and art. On this subject Chastellain wrote:

La mort l'un et l'autre execute:
Veez la qui renconfort me donne,
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Aussi bien celuy qui se cute,
Comme celuy qui s'abandonne.
Puis qu'au riche plus ne pardonne
Qu'au pouvre, que peult ce valoir
Que faire aller a cheval l'oyr?

Villon too wrote a great deal on this theme,

including the notion suggested by Chastellain

that equality before death is a comfort to the

poor :

Ce monde n'est perpétuel
Quoy que pense riche pillart
Tous sommes soubz mortel coutel
Ce confort prent povre viellart.

In a famous passage in the Testament, Villon

speculated about death while considering the skulls

in the Cemetery of the Innocents:

Quand je considéré ces testes
Entassées en ces charniers,
Tous furent maistres des requestes
Au moins de la Chambre aux Deniers
Ou tous furent portepanniers,
Autant puis 1'ung que l'autre dire
Car d'evesques ou lanterniers
Je n'y congnois rien a redire."

Chastellain too mused about Man's reaction to seeing

the bodies of other men who have died:

Or, en vérité, il me semble
Quant ung voyt raectre ung autre en terre
Que de nature luy resemble,
Qu'il se doit aprester grant erre
A le bouter en la caterre:

Celuy n'est pas loign de son sau^jfe
Qui voit son pareil a 1'assault.

Chastellain described himself as an old fool, mocked

by everyone at court:

Je pourroye Salomon estre,
Se povre suis, chacun se mocque
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A court de moy et de mon estre
L'un me nicque et l'autre me nocque
Et puis l'autre me nicquenocque.

The old poet's description of his reception at court

recalls the mockery of Villon's "mercerot de Rennes":

Car s'en jeunesse il fut plaisant
Ores plus riens ne dit qui plaise,
Tousjours viel cinge est desplaisant,
Moue ne fait qui ne desplaise:
S'il parle on luy dit qu'il se taise
Il est tenu pour fol recreu,
S'il parle on luy dit qu'il se taigg
Et qu'en son prunier n'a pas creu.

There are a few stylistic peculiarities which

appear in the poetry of both Pierre Chastellain and

Villon. One is that of dating the poem in the

text. Villon dated the Lais "L'an quatre cens

cinquante six" and the Testament "l'an soixante et

ung". Chastellain dated Le Temps Recouvré "l'an
2 9

mil quatre cens cinquante et ung". Both poets

also named themselves in their texts. They were

not the only medieval poets to do this, but their

methods were strikingly similar in that they both

introduced themselves in the context of explaining

the purpose of the poem. At the conclusion of Le

Temps Perdu Chastellain gave his name and proceeded

to explain that the purpose of the poem was to

challenge Michault Taillevent:

Je Pierre Chastellain me nomme,
Qui contre Temps perdu bataille.
Nuyt et jour, pour saulver mon homme,
Le glayve qui me combat taille.
Or craint comment son débat aille

Qui sa char en bataille vent:
Prens en gré, Michault Taillevent.
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Villon introduced himself at the beginning of the

Lais :

Je Françoys Villon escollier
Considérant, de sens rassis

and after a long digression concerning the reasons

for his imminent departure from Paris, explained

that he was drawing up a legacy because of his

uncertainty about his return:

Et puis que départir me fault
Et du retour ne suis certain,
Je ne suis homme sans default
Ne qu'autre d'acier ne d'estain,
Vivre aux humains est incertain
Et après mort n'y a relaiz,
Je m'en vois en pays loingtaiîji,
Si establis ce present laiz.

Both poets wrote about their situations in a simple,

direct manner:

Chastellain
Je scay bien que je suis povre homme^
J'en suis content et le vieulx bien"*

Villon
^^

Je suis pecheur, je le scay bien.

It is of course possible that these similarities

are the result of coincidence, but it seems more

likely that Villon was influenced by Chastellain.

Arthur Piaget, although not implying any direct

influence, considered Chastellain a precursor of

Villon:

Peu de temps après, un autre
poète, un vrai cette fois,
dont la vie fut encore moins
édifiante que celle de Pierre
Chastellain, François Villon,
nous fera lui aussi dans ses
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vers immortels la confession
sincère et poignante de son
"temps perdu".

It is possible that Villon knew Chastellain's

poetry from a manuscript, or that the two poets

may have been acquainted personally. Such a

relationship might help to explain the enigmatic

signature in the Turin manuscript.

If Vaillant is neither identical with Pierre

Chastellain nor related to him in a manner such as

I have suggested, then there is little that we can

say about him, as the archives yield no biographical

information concerning this poet. There were several

Vaillants during the fifteenth century, including

a Jehan Vaillant who was a poet and a squire at the

court of Foix, but there is nothing to indicate that

he was the same Vaillant who was at Blois in the

3 51450's. There was also a Mathurin Vaillant at

Fontaines in 1403 who was garde de corps of the duke

of Orleans, and it has been suggested that he may

have been Vaillant's father, but again, there is

no concrete information on which to establish a

relationship.

The only information we have indicating the

existence of a poet named Vaillant who composed

during the second half of the fifteenth century is

the poetry which appears under this name in several
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manuscripts. Two of Vaillant's poems, L'Embusche

de Vaillant and the Lettres en prose, are signed

in the text. Three poems by Vaillant are in

Charles d'Orléans' personal manuscript, thus

indicating the poet's presence at Blois. One is

37
the Obligation de Vaillant, a repudiation of the

rights of love written as a parody of a legal

document. The parody was extended by Charles

d'Orléans in his Vidimus de la dite Obligation,

in which he mentioned having met Vaillant at

Tours, and by the duke's doctor in his Intendit
>7 O

de la dite Obligation. Vaillant also composed

two rondeaux which are in the duke's manuscript.

One of them is part of a series of poems written

by Olivier de la Marche, George Chastellain and

Vaillant on the theme of the "amoureux de l'observance"

which was provided by Charles d'Orléans' ballade on

39
the "religion de l'observance". According to

Champion, this series of poems was written between

1453 and 1^56. The other rondeau is Quant à.
. é: 1

moy, je crains le filé, a poem expressing the

author's fear of amourous entanglements. Both of

these rondeaux were transcribed in the same hand

and preceded by the signature Vaillant.

The complete works of Vaillant, as far as

we know, consist of the three poems in Charles
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d'Orléans' personal manuscript, Le Débat des Deux
l±2

Soeurs or L'Embusche de Vaillant, La Cornerie

43 44 45
des Anges, Lettres envoieez. Lettres en prose,

46
Ballade Jacques Cueur, another ballade Elias

47
ma dame qui saroit, and thirty-six rondeaux

48
and bergerettes. It is believed that these poems

were xwitten in the 1450's.

L'Embus che de Vaillant is a long poem relating

a conversation between two sisters, one surrounded

by several admirérs, the other faithful to a single

one. It is written in octosyllabic eight-line

stanzas and signed in the text. The Cornerie des

Anges is an exercise in equivocal rimes introduced

by a rondeau and continued in octosyllabic quatrains.

The Lettres envoieez is a conventional courtly love

poem written to "la Dame"; it contains a reference

to the poet's residence in Tours:

Escript tout a mon beau .loisir
Dedens ceste ville de Tours.

The Lettres en prose is an allegorical love letter

written in the true spirit of Charles d'Orléans'

verse, in which Vaillant expressed his sentiments

by using the allegorical characters of Le Roman de

50
la Rose. The rondeaux and bergerettes are

conventional poems dealing with the amourous

themes which formed the normal subject matter for

the poetic circle at Blois. One of the two ballades
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is written on the same theme and addressed to "la

Dame". The othen ballade is quite different from

the rest of Vaillant's poetry. It is addressed to

Jacques Cueur, who was Charles VII's treasurer

during a period of great prosperity. Jacques

Cueur had a very successful career until 1^51 when

he was arrested for the murder of Agnes Sorel.

Cueur's motto, "a cueur vaillant rien d'impossible",

appears in the refrain of Vaillant's ballade and

may well have been the source of the poet's nickname,

if it is a nickname. Winkler felt that this poem

must have been written before Cueur's disgrace and

therefore somewhat earlier than the other poems by

5 1
Vaillant. This is not, however, a completely

convincing argument, as the story of Jacques Cueur's

wealth seems to have still been alive as late as

the 1460's judging from lines 281-288 of the Testament :

De povreté me garmentant
Souventesfois me dit le cuer,
"Ilomme, ne te doulouse tant
Et ne demaine tel douleur
Se tu n'as tant qu'eust Jaques Cuer,
Mieulx vault vivre soubz gros bureau
Povre, qu'avoir esté seigneur
Et pourrir soubz riche tombeau."

Thus all of the information which we have
/

about Vaillant is in his poetry, and because his

poetry is quite impersonal, it is difficult to

ascertain anything of substance concerning him.

All that we know is that during the l450's Vaillant
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wrote conventional courtly poetry under the

influence of the poetic circle of Charles d'Orléans

and that he may have lived in Tours. From Vaillant's

poetry there is little to suggest the bohemian life

style and the rather unconventional personal poetry

of Villon.
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Chapter Five

It is known that the author of the Lais and

the Testament had many names, so it would not be

inconceivable to add "Vaillant" to this list.

The surname by which he is known is the name of

the chaplain of Saint-Benoit-le-Betourné, Guillaume

de Villon, who was the poet's foster parent. It

appears, however, from Longnon's examination of

the archives, that François Villon was known by

at least two other names, Monterbier or Montcorbier

and des Loges.

One of the letters of remission granted in

January, II56, for the murder of Phelippe Sermoise

was sent to "François de Monterbier, maistre des
1

ars". No traces have been found of a Monterbier,

so it has been assumed that this name is an

incorrect spelling of Montcorbier. There was a

"Franciscus de Moult-Corbier, parisiensis", named

three additional times as "Franciscus de Montcorbier",
2

registered in the Faculty of Arts at the university.

As the poet refers to himself as "François Villon
3

escollier", as well as to "ma nominacion/Que j'ay
k

de 1'Université", it seems reasonable to assume

that Montcorbier and Villon were identical. Montcorbier

was the name of a noble Bourbonnais family. Considering
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Villon's description of his low social and economic

status, it seems unlikely that he was a member of

this family, but it is possible that his ancestors

came from the town of this name.

There was another letter of remission accorded

on the same date for the same crime to a "maistre

5
François des Loges, autrement dit de Villon".

The name des Loges remains a puzzle. Longnon

suggested that des Loges may have been the surname

of Villon's father along with the ancestral name

Montcorbier.^ Wyndham Lewis thought that des Loges

was the name of a little "métaire" dependent on

7
the fief of Montcorbier. Pierre Guiraud proposed

that the name des Loges was derived from the

expression "faire Jacques des Loges" meaning to

fleeDufournet summarized the information

concerning Villon's names by suggesting that

Montcorbier was the poet's official name in the

registers of the university, Villon was his name

among the students and the community of St. Benoit

and des Loges was his name among the petty criminals

9he associated with. Whatever the precise details

may be, it appears that the poet was known by

these three names in 1^56.

We also know from the archives that immediately

after the fight with Sermoise, Villon had his wounds

dressed by a barber to whom he presented himself
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as Michel Mouton. There is no way of knowing

what other names, if any, he may have assumed

in his attempts to avoid the police. Louis

Thuasne had a theory in which he associated the

name des Loges with Villon's criminal activities.

In the archives there is a letter of remission

dated October, 1^55 (four months after the Sermoise

incident) granted to a certain Jehan des Loges, a

cleric and a native of Anjou who was posing as a

peddlar (mercerot). He had been accused of

breaking into two houses in Parse, a town near

Angers, and stealing goods amounting to over two

hundred gold crowns. Villon a) was a cleric, b)

called himself a "pauvre mercerot" in line 417 of

the Testament, c) had a mother who may have been

Angevine, if one believes Tabarie's story that
11

Villon went to Angers to visit his uncle,

d) had a patronym "des Loges", e) was probably

not in Paris in the autumn of 1455- For these

reasons Thuasne suggested that Jehan des Loges

may have been none other than François Villon
1 2

Montcorbier des Loges.

Following the accidental murder of Phelippe

Sermoise on June 5, 1*155, Villon stayed away from

Paris until he was pardoned in January, 1^56.

Longnon believed that he spent some of this time in
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Bourg-la-Reine, a suburb of Paris, because of the
1 3

following passage in the Testament :

Item, donne a Perrot Girart,
Barbier juré du Bourg la Royne,
Deux bacins et ung coquemart
Puis qu'a gaigner met telle paine:
Des ans y a demie douzaine
Qu'en son hostel de cochons gras
M'apetella une sepmaine, ^
Tesmoing l'abesse de Pourras.

If the Te stament was written in l46l, as is

indicated in the text, then half a dozen years

earlier would be 1455, which was the year of

Villon's first exile from Paris. However, the

passage indicates that Villon spent only a week

in Bourg-la-Reine, and there is nothing to suggest

where he may have been the rest of the time. He

may have been circulating around the suburbs of

Paris, traveling as a member of the band of

criminals called the Coquillards or writing poetry

at Blois or at Tours under the pseudonym Vaillant.

Villon returned to Paris in 1456 after

receiving his letters of remission, but he soon

became involved in another crime. On Christmas

Eve, I.456, François Villon, accompanied by Colin

Cayeux, an old friend of the poet's who had had

several unpleasant encounters with the police,

Petit Jehan, a known lock picker (FORTIS OPERATOR

CROCIIETORUM) ] ^ Dom Nicolas, a picard monk, and Guy

Tabarie, a fellow student, stole five hundred
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ecus from a chest in the College of Navarre.^
The theft was not discovered until several months

later, but eventually the authorities obtained

complete information concerning the burglary

through the efforts of a priest from Paray-le-

Monial named Pierre Marchant. Marchant apparently

met Guy Tabarie in a tavern in the spring of 1457

and became interested in Tabarie1 s boasts concerning

his petty criminal activities, which Marchant

thought might have been related to the theft of a

large sum of money from the cell of an Augustinian

17
monk. Subsequent meetings between Marchant and

Tabarie revealed the details of the burglary of

the College of Navarre. Marchant denounced Tabarie

to the police, revealing everything that he had

been told about the burglary, including the fact

that one of the participants, François Villon, was

in Angers investigating the possibility of committing
18

another theft. Tabarie was arrested in June, 1458

and examined by an episcopal court to which he

confessed his complicity in the crime.

Once again Villon was forced to flee from

Paris because of his criminal activities, but it

is unclear whether he left immediately after the

burglary or stayed in Paris until the spring.

This confusion is partly the result of references

to his departure which formed the fictional basis
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for the writing of the Lais. If we interpret

the Lais literally, then it would seem that Villon

left Paris in December, 1456. However, the date

of the writing of this poem has been questioned.

Villon obviously wished to create the impression

that he wrote the poem on December 24, 1.456:

L'an quatre cens cinquante six,
Je Françoys Villon escollier
Considérant, de sens rassis,
Le frain aux dens, franc au collier,
Qu'on doit ses oeuvres conséillier
Comme Vegece le raconte,
Sage Rommain, grant conseillier,
Ou autrement on se mesconte.

En ce temps que j'ay dit devant
Sur le Noel, morte saison,
Que les loups se vivent du vent
Et qu'on se tient en sa maison
Pour le frimas, près du tison,
Me vint ung vouloir de brisier
La très amoureuse prison
Qui souloit mon cuer debrisier.

Fait au temps de ladite dat^_
Par le bien renommé Villon.

It seems, however, rather unlikely that Villon

dined with friends, participated in a burglary,

and then went home and wrote three hundred twenty

lines of poetry in the same night. Grace Frank

suggested that the Lais x^as written some time

after the burglary for the amusement of the

participants whose names are conspicuously absent
20

from the list of legatees. Although he did not

question Villon's dating of this poem, Siciliano

too remarked that the Lais was intended for the
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entertainment of a small select group:

Composé, comme j'ai dit, à
l'intention du "milieu", c'est
seulement dans le milieu que
le Lais peut prendre tout son ^-j
sens, son piquant, son charme.

Frank pointed out that the fictitious dating of

the poem, combined with the description of the

cold winter night and the sounding of the clock,

would have greatly amused the little band of
22

lock pickers. Burger suggested that the strange

feeling of uneasiness (1'entroubli) described in

lines 231-304 of the Lais was an obvious reference

to the poet's nervousness about the crime and that

his description of having gone to bed all muffled

up (tout enmouflé) may have been another reference
2 3to the events of the evening.

The problem of the dating of the Lais is

further complicated because there are two versions

of the poem. Two copies lack stanzas 4-9 and
24

3o-39. These are precisely those stanzas which

deal with Villon's proposed journey to Angers and

his mysterious "entroubli". Foulet suggested that

the complete versions were written before the

burglary and that the abridged ones were produced

later, because Villon would have wanted to

eliminate the references to the burglary and to

25
his destination. He supported this argument

by pointing out that in the shorter version of
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the poem the demonstrative pronoun in the first

line of stanza 10, " celle que j1 ay dit", has no

antecedent without mention of the woman in the

missing stanzas, thus indicating abridgement of
2 6

the longer version to the shorter." One could

also argue, however, that if Villon was already

in Angers when the burglary was discovered, it

would be unlikely that he could have supervised

the abridgement of the poem.

If the writing of the Lais and the poet's

departure for Angers did not occur as early as

Christmas, 1456, then it is possible that Villon

left Paris several months later, either in March

when the burglary was discovered, or in May

when Tabarie made his disclosures. Grace Frank

and Wyndham Lewis thought that Villon must have

spent the early part of 1457 in Paris, living well

27
on the money he had obtained at Christmas. In

contrast, Thuasne and Champion believed that he

must have left Paris soon after the burglary.

In any case, some time between December, 1456

and spring of 1457 Villon left Paris. No documents

exist concerning his whereabouts betAveen December,

l456 and summer of l46l, Avith the exception of

Tabarie's statement that Villon had gone to Angers

to investigate the possibility of committing

another theft.
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There are numerous opinions concerning Villon's

activities during these five years. They can be

divided into two general groups: the literal view,

which is based on place names cited in the Testament,

and the sceptical view, which questions the

reliability of the Testament as a document of

Villon's wanderings. Adherents to the literal

viewpoint include Longnon, Champion, Thuasne and

Wyndham Lewis. These biographers trace Villon's

route from Paris to Angers, perhaps to Rennes, then

through Poitou, Dlois, Sancerre, Bourges, Moulins,

Rousillon and Orleans to Meung, where Villon was

imprisoned in 1-4-61. The reasons for this imprison¬

ment are not known, but they might have involved

relations between Villon and the Coquillards, a

national band of criminals which had its base in

Dijon. It is believed that Villon had association

with the Coquillards because two of his friends,

Regnier de Montigny and Colin de Cayeux, were

members, and because there are eleven ballades

written in Coquillard jargon which are attributed

to Villon.

All of the evidence cited by these biographers

comes from Villon's poetry. Villon's stated

intention in the Lais of going to Angers has already

been discussed. Champion thought that Villon might
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have also spent some time in Rennes because of

the poet's reference to himself as a "povre
28

mercerot de Rennes" in line 117 of the Testament,

but this is an extremely tenuous hypothesis.

Several scholars have cited stanzas 103 and 104 of

the Testament as an indication that Villon stayed

in Poitou:

Item, viengne Robin Turgis
A moy, je luy paieray son vin,
Combien s 1 il treuve mon logis
Plus fort sera que le devin:
Le droit luy donne d'eschevin
Que j'ay comme enfant de Paris,
Se je parle ung peu poictevin
Ice m'ont deux dames apris.

Elles sont très belles et gentes
Demourans a Saint Generou
Près Saint Julien de Voventes,
Marche de Bretaigne ou Poictoti,
Mais i ne di proprement ou
Yquelles passent tous les jours,
M'arme, i ne seu mie si fou,
Car i vueil celer mes amours.

The presence of txvo poems by Villon in the duke

of Orleans' personal manuscript offers evidence of

a visit to Blois. The following reference to a

phallic sepulture at Saint Satur:

Si m'en desinetz aux hoirs Micha\ilt

Qui fut nommé le Bon Fouterre,
Priez pour luy, faictes ung sault,
A Saint Satur gist, soubz Sancerre

has been cited as evidence of Villon's having passed

through Sancerre. lie is also said to have visited

Bourges :
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Item, a sire Jehan Perdrier
Riens, n'a Françoys son secont frere,
Si m'ont voulu tous jours aider
Et de leurs biens faire confrere,
Combien que Françoys mon compere,
Langues cuisans flambans et rouges,
My commandement, my priere,
Me recommanda fort a Bourges.

There are two fairly strong indications that Villon

may have been to Moulins, the capital city of the

dukes of Bourbon. One is Villon's ballade, Requeste

_a Monsieur de Bourbon, a poetic request for a loan,

which contains a reference to a loan of six ecus

which the duke had previously made to him. The

other is a passage in the Testament describing

Villon's deliverence at a city "provided with the

gift of hope":

Combien au plus fort de mes maulx
En cheminant sans croix ne pille
Dieu qui les pelerins d'Esmaus
Conforta, ce dit l'Evangille,
Me monstra une bonne ville
Et pourveue du don d'esperance,
Combien que le pecheur soit villç
Riens ne hayt que perseverance.

"Espérance" was the motto of the dukes of Bourbon.

Champion speculated that Villon may have

traveled as far as Roussillon in Dauphiné because

of the following reference :

Et je croy bien que n'en ment
Car chassie fut comme ung souillon
De ses amours hayneusement
Tant que d'icy a Roussillon
Brosse n'y a ne brossillon
Qui n'eust, ce dit il sans mentir,
Ung lambeau de son cotillon
Quant de ce monde voult partir. '
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According to Champion, the next thing we know

about Villon is that he was imprisoned in Orleans

in 1460. The crime is not known, but Champion

thought that it must have been quite serious,

because Villon was sentenced to death and released

only by chance on the occasion of Marie d'Orléans'
33

first entry into the city. He derived this

information from his reading of Villon's Epitre a_

Marie d'Orléans in which the poet wrote that he

would have been dead had it not been for Marie's

birth :

Cy, devant Dieu, fais cognoissance
Que creature feusse morte ^
Ne feust vostre doulce naissance.^

There are no indications in Villon's poetry of his

whereabouts between this occasion and his imprisonment

at Meung in the summer of ikGl.

Since the early generations of Villon scholarship,

there has been serious questioning of this literal

view concerning Villon's travels. Siciliano

intelligently refuted the notion that Villon

actually visited all the places mentioned in the

3 3
Testament. He pointed out, fox" example, that the

xise of the expression "d'icy a Roussillon" did not

necessarily imply that Villon actually went to

Roussillon, especially in view of the fact that the

name of this town fits into the rime scheme, and

the expression may simply mean "from here to as far
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as you can imagine". Siciliano also argued that

the sepulture of Michault le Bon Fouterre may have

been known to Villon by reputation rather than by

i • + • 36personal inspection.

Other scholars have supported Siciliano's

doubts about various portions of Villon's theoretical

journey. Michel Dubois proposed a theory concerning

37
Villon's reference to his stay in Poitou. This

passage begins with Villon's promise to pay his

debts to the tavernkeeper Robin Turgis if Turgis

could find his lodgings in Poitou. Dubois pointed

out that since the thirteenth century the Poitevins

had had a reputation for treason and dishonesty

which had given rise to the expression "une promise

à prendre en Poitou" meaning to make a promise with

no intention of keeping it. In terms of the passage

in the Testament, it would seem that Villon was

implying that he had no intention of paying his

debts. One can also consider the choice of the

names of the two poitevin villages, Saint-Generoux

and Saint-Julien de Voventes. Although these places

really do exist, Dubois suggested that they might

have been chosen for phonetic reasons. Villon

could have pronounced Generoux in the Parisian

manner - genesou - which would sound like je ne

sou; Voventes could be thought of as vos ventes,
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completing the statement to suggest "Je ne paye

3 o
pas ce que vous m'avez vendu".

Although there is fairly strong evidence in

Villon's poetry of a visit to Moulins, there is

no particular reason to insist that Villon was

there as early as the 14-50's. Lucien Foulet

suggested that the sufferings mentioned in lines

3 and 4 of the Renueste ,a Monsieur de Bourbon

are the same as those in lines 89-102 of the

Testament and that both texts refer to the misery

which was inflicted upon Villon in prison at

39
Meung. According to Foulet, Villon would have

visited Moulins in the l460's following his

release from prison.

Champion's theory that Villon was imprisoned

at Orléans in 1460 is based entirely oil an extremely

literal interpretation of the Epitre a_ Marie d'Orleans.

There is no documentary evidence of any prison

sentence having been imposed on Villon in l460.

The current notion concerning Villon's

wanderings seems to be the sceptical one which was

summarized by Pierre Le Gentil: because no documents

survive concerning Villon's activities between the

end of 1456 and the summer of l46l, there is little

that can be surmised about this period of the poet's

life, as allusions to specific places in his poetry
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are of doubtful reliability in establishing his
40

actual whereabouts. Villon was probably a

member of the Coquillards, but because we do not

know when the ballades in jargon were written, we

cannot ascertain when Villon had relations with

this group. Champion and Schwob thought that the

ballades were written between 1455 and 1460, except

for Ballade II which refers to Colin de Cayeux's

f 4 1
death in l460. Paris and Thuasne placed the

42
jargon ballades after the Testament.

The only fact concerning this period of

Villon's life which most scholars seem to agree

upon is that the poet did spend some time at Blois.

This is known because of the existence of poetry

written by Villon in the duke of Orleans 1 personal

manuscript. One of these poems is the Ballade

Villon or Ballade du Concours de B1o1s which

ressembles a poem written by Charles d'Orléans

which begins "Je meurs de soif en couste de la

fontaine". There was a poetry competition on

this theme which took place at Blois between

1458 and 1460; some of the entries remain

anonymous, but we know that in addition to

Villon, Montebeton, Robertet, Simonnet Caillau,

Jean Caillau, Bertaut de Villebresme and Gilles

des Ormes took part in this competition. The

dozen entries were transcribed in different
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handwritings which may have been those of the poets

43
themselves.

One line of Villon's Ballade du Concours de

B1ois has received special attention because of

the possible implications that can be drawn from

it concerning Villon's stay or stays at Blois.

This line is in the envoi, adressed to the prince

clement, presumably Charles d'Orléans:

Prince clement, or vous plaise scavoir
Que j'entens moult et n'ay sens ne scavoir,
Parcial suis a toutes loys commun,
Que fais je plus? Ouoy? Les gaiges ç^voir!
Bien recueully, debotité de chascun.

Champion understood "les gaiges ravoir" to mean

"to receive wages again", which would imply that

Villon had visited Blois previously and received
45

wages there. Because there are no indications

in Charles d'Orléans' accounts of any payments

having been made to Villon, it seems that the poet

may have been receiving payments under another

name. On the other hand, Champion's interpretation

of this line has been challenged by Foulet and

Frank. Foulet pointed out that the word "gaige"

also meant "collateral" and that it was used in

46
this sense by Villon in stanza 11 of the Lais :

Item, a maistre Ythier Marchant
Auquel je me sens très tenu
Laisse mon branc d'acier tranchant
Ou a maistre Jehan le Cornu
Oui est en gaige detenu
Pour ung escot huit solz montant
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Si vueil selon le contenu

Qu'on leur livre, en le rachetant.

Frank expanded on Foulet's idea by referring to

a passage in Le Roman de la Rose concerning the

emperor Conrad's custom of taking upon himself

the redemption of his guests' pledges :

. il envoia ses senechaus
D'une part et d'autre as chevaus,
Qui parlent argent et avoir
Por fere les gaiges ravoir
A trestoz ceuls qui voudrent prendre.

Frank surmised that it was a practice for great lords

to redeem the pledges of those in their service.

She suggested that in his ballade Villon, the poor

debtor, was ironically assuming the role of a

great lord by offering to pay the debts of others

(or perhaps insinuating that Charles d'Orléans

should do so). She translated the line as "What

48
else do I do? What? Why I have pledges redeemed".

Both Frank and Foulet concluded that there was no

indication in the poem of Villon's having made

more than one visit to Blois.

Another poem by Villon which appears in the

duke's manuscript has incited even greater controversy

concerning its possible meaning and implications

about Villon's activities. This is the poem or

poems called the Epitre a_ Marie d'Orleans, which

consists of a "dit" and a double ballade which is

signed in the text "vostre povre escolier Françoys".
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There are two basic questions concerning this

work: Does it commemorate Marie's birth in 1457

or her first entry into Orléans in 1460? and is

it one or two poems? Frank, Foulet and Cigada

all believed that it was one poem written in

commemoration of Marie's birth, which took place

after eighteen years of marriage between Charles

d'Orléans and Marie de Cleves. The opening stanzas

certainly suggest the celebration of a birth:

0 louee conception
Envoiee pa jus des cieulx,
Du noble lis digne syon,
Don de Jhesus très precieulx,
Marie, nom très gracieulx,
Fons de pitié, source de grace,
La joye, confort de mes yeulx,
Qui nostre paix bast.ist et brasse.

La paix, c'est assavoir, des riches,
Des povres le substantement,
Le rebours des felons et chiches,
Très nécessaire enfantement,
Conceu, porté honnestement
Hors le pechié originel,
Que dire je puis sainctement ^„
Souvrain bien de Dieu eternel.

Marie d'Orléans was born on December 19, 1-457, so

if the poem was written in celebration of her

birth, it must have been shortly after that date.

The poem was transcribed in the duke's manuscript

before the ballades du concours, so it appears

that the Epitre a_ Marie d'Orléans was written

prior to the ballades, that is, in late 1-457 or

early 1.458,
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Burger disputed this dating of the poem by

arguing that it was written in honor of Marie's

first entry into Orléans in 1460. His opinion

was based on analogies between Villon's description

of Marie d'Orléans and a story about the Virgin.

In chapter CXXIX of the Golden Legend there is

a story which became known as Le Roman de Notre

Dame ; it was performed in the theater and illustrated

in the miniatures ôf the Passion de Valencienne.

According to this story, after twenty years of

marriage Joachim and Anna had a child. When the

child was three years old they brought it to the

temple where it climbed fifteen steps without

aid. Burger felt that Villon's poem referred to

this legend. When Marie entered Orléans she was

almost three years old. The poet remarked that

she was not childish: "Enfance en rien ne vous

demaine". In other words, she was as adult as

the Virgin had been at the same age. There is

also a possible allusion to the holy family in

the epigraph of the poem, "jam nova progenies

celo demittitur alto", which is from the fourth

eclogue of Virgil. In the Middle Ages the fourth

eclogue of Virgil was interpreted as a prediction

of the birth of the Messiah. Burger thus argued

that Villon's poem was written about Marie when
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she was three years old in honor of her entry

•4 ni' 50into Orleans.

Burger's argument seems to be stronger than

that of Champion who dated the Epitre 3.460 because

of his belief that Villon was delivered from prison

on the occasion of Marie's first entry into Orléans.

Champion's theory is based on an extremely literal

interpretation of the poet's reference to having
51

been saved from death by the princess. There

is no external evidence to suggest that Marie

actually saved Villon's life, and it seems likely

that the kind of salvation alluded to in the poem

was of a more general nature, especially if one

considers the possiblity of an intended analogy

between the princess and the Virgin.

Siciliano conceded that the "dit" seemed to

refer to a birth, but argued that the whole work

really consisted of two poems written on two

different occasions, the dit commemorating Marie's

birth, the double ballade commemorating lier first
52

entry into Orleans.

In addition to these two poems, which can

be quite definitely attributed to Villon, there

are others which Villon may have composed at Blois.

One is a poem written partially in Latin about

those who abuse the pleasures of marriage. It is
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called Parfont Conseil eximium and immediately

follows Villon's Ballade dn Concours in the

manuscript. This poem has been attributed to

Villon primarily on the basis of the hand in which

it was transcribed. Villon's Ballade du Concours

de Blols and his Epitre a_ Marie d ' Orléans and

Parfont Conseil eximium were all transcribed in

the same hand, which does not appear in any of

the other poems in the manuscript. It has been

suggested that these three poems were written

5 3down by Villon himself. " In addition, Sergio

Cigada offered two stylistic arguments to support

the attribution of the poem to Villon. First, a

line in the poem, "Raison: le sens hebetatur",

recalls a line from the Epitre a_ Marie d'Orleans,

"Raison, Dieu fait tout pour le mieulx". Second,

the envoi of Parfont Conseil eximium is addressed

to the "Prince tressaige"; this personal envoi

with a qualifying adjective seems to have been

a stylistic trait of Villon's. It is found in

his Ballade a_ s'amye, Ballade du Concours de
54

Blois and Regueste a Monsieur de Bourbon."

Jean-Marc Bernard claimed that yet another

ballade in the duke's manuscript may have been

written by Villon. Charles d'Orléans had written

a second ballade on the theme of the fountain,
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Je n'ay plus soif, tarie est la fontaine. There

is another poem in the duke's personal manuscript

on this same theme, which Ilêricault attributed to

Charles d'Orléans:

Je n'ai plus soif, tarie est la fontaine
Repu suis de compétent viande,
J'ai pris treves affin que on ne me actaine,
Dissimulant, faut que le hurt actende;
Adjoint des deux, sans nue nul vilipende,
Je festie l'un, a 1'austre fois la moue,
En ce faisant, pour éviter escande,
Entre deux eaues, comme le poisson, noue.

En grant travail, j'ai frapé la quintaine,
Jusques un temps fault qu'a repos entende,
Pour obvier à voye trop haultaine
Le moien tiens, affin que ne descende;
J'ai eu delay de paier mon amende,
En courroux faint, couvertement me joue,
En reculant pour rnieulx saillir en lande,
Entre deux eaues, comme le poisson, noue.

Ne vert, ne meur, mon blé je mengue en graine,
Dieul et plaisir me tiennent en commande ;
En divers lieux pa et là me pourmaine
La moitié fois, quant tout l'en me commande;
A demy trait lors est que l'arc débandé,
Pour abréger, ne l'un ne l'autre loue
Participant de l'une et l'autre bande,
Entre deux eaues, comme le poisson, noue.

Par prière de affaictée demande,
Interrogé se 1'ung ou l'autre avoue,
A ce respons, se aucun le me demande
Entre deux eaues, comme le poisson, noue.'

Bernard saw in this poem various clues to suggest

Villon's authorship. He thought that the refrain

might imply the poet's relations with both great

lords and the Coquillards, a notion which could be

supported by the line "Participant de l'une et

l'autre bande". Ile also sensed a reference to
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Villon's exile following the murder of Phelippe

Sermoise in the lines "J'ai pris treves affin que

on ne me actaine" and "J'ai eu delay de paier

mon amende" as well as perhaps a fear of discovery

of his involvement in the College of Navarre

burglary in "Dissimulant, faut que le hurt actende".

Despite various disputes and theories concerning

individual poems, there seems to be general agreement

that Villon spent some time at Blois between 1^57

and l460. The possibility of his having been there

more than once remains uncertain; although Frank's

arguments concerning the meaning of "les gaiges

ravoir" are interesting, it would, be rash to

ignore Champion's theory that the line means

exactly what it appears to mean. However, it is

also possible that even if this line does mean

"to receive wages again", it may not necessarily

imply that Villon had previously received wages

from Charles d'Orléans. If, on the other hand,

Villon did visit Blois twice and if the first time

preceded the writing of the Ballade du Concours de

Blois, it would seem to give support to Tzara's

theory that Villon was known at Blois under another

name. One is tempted to wonder how a person of

Villon's social position and general appearance

coiild have been admitted to the house of the duke

of Orléans. By 1457 Villon was a known criminal
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and in addition, his description of his physical

appearance and his economic status at that time was

not particularly attractive :

. le bien renommé Villon

Qui ne menjue figue ne date,
Sec et noir comme escouvillon
Il n'a tente ne pavillon
Qu'il n'ait laissié a ses amis
Et n'a mais qu'ung peu de biJLlon
Qui sera tantost a fin mist.

While it is said that poets of all degrees were

welcomed at Blois, one can still question whether

the duke's hospitality extended to petty criminals

of Villon's general mien. In discussing the

possibility of Villon's having met King René,

Lecoy de la Marche pointed out that it was unlikely

that Villon would have been admitted to René's
r O

poetic circle. One could imagine that similar

standards would have been applied at Blois, and

it seems likely that if Villon was admitted there,

as does seem to be the case, it was originally

as someone else.

There are then a number of clues to suggest

that Villon may have been Vaillant. First, we

have no biographical documents recording the

existence of the poet Vaillant, unless he is

identical with Pierre Chastellain,and the information

on which this identification has been suggested is

extremely weak. Second, we have no biographical
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information concerning Villon's activities between

June, 14:55 cind January, 1456 and between 1457 and

l46l, which overlaps with Vaillant 1 s period of

literary activity at Blois. Third, we know that

Villon used aliases, and it is probable that he

would have used one during the period in which he

was being sought by the police, particularly if

he was attempting to gain admittance to courtly

circles. With regard to the last point, despite

Charles d'Orléans' practice of giving his poets a

59
stipend, there is no record in the duke's accounts

of any payments made to a Francois Villon, although

there is substantial evidence of Villon's presence

at Blois. Despite various theories that Villon

wandered all over France during his five years of

exile, these theories are extremely tenuous and it

is possible, as Siciliano suggested, that the poet

may have spent a great deal of this time in the

vicinity of Blois.^ Finally, if one accepts the

notion that Villon wrote in Charles d'Orléans'

manuscript in his own hand, this would imply a

certain degree of intimacy between Villon and

Charles d'Orléans and thus support the notion that

Villon was more or less a permanent member of the

poetic circle at Blois for a few years. Thus,

from the scant pieces of information that we can
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put together concerning the biographies of Villon

and Vaillant, it seems possible that these poets

could have been identical. It remains to be seen

whether their poetry offers any evidence on which

to establish such an identification.
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Chapter Six

Because the theory that Villon and Vaillant

were the same poet originated with Tzara's theory

of symmetrical anagrams, a systematic search for

anagrams in selected works of these two poets

formed the basis of my textual comparison. In

my search for anagrams I deviated from Tzara's

system with regard to orthographic licenses

permitted in both the names and the lines of

poetry. While some of Tzara's spelling changes

seem reasonable, I found it unacceptable to

consider all spellings of a name as the same name.

For example, Tzara found several anagrams of the

names of the priest who was killed by Villon by

using the spellings Sarmoie, Sarmoye, Sarmoies,

Sermoie, Sermoye, Sermoies, Carmoie, Carmoye,
1

Carmoies, Cermoye, Cermoyes and Cermoies.

He considered all spellings as anagrams of the

same name. While it is time that we do not know

hoi/ Villon would have spelled this name, it is

only reasonable to assume that he did not Lise all

of these spellings. (In fact, he probably did not

use any of them; in one of the letters of remission

granted to Villon the priest's name is spelled

Sermoise and in the other letter it is spelled
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2
Chermoye. It seems more likely that Villon would

have used one of the spellings given in these

fifteenth-century documents than the variations

suggested by Tzara.) In my test I assumed that

Villon would have used only one spelling per name

in constructing his anagrams, though in some

cases I tried variant spellings when it was

possible to use both middle French and modern

French spellings, when it was possible to combine

a first and last name into a fairly short anagram

or simply when I was unable to decide which one

to use.

I have generally ignored Tzara's spelling

licenses in the lines of poetry, because they

simply would produce too many anagrams for an

anagram count to be meaningful. The only exception

which I have allowed is the substitiition of i_ for

and j_. I felt that the substitution of _i for

i was acceptable because there is a precedent

for such alternation in the acrostics. For

example, in Villon's Ballade poxir Robert d ' Es toil teville ,

Ballade pour prier Nostre Dame and Ballade de Bon

Conseil, the in. the text is read as an ±. in the

acrostic. I accepted the interchangeability of

_i and because there was fluidity between these

two forms in medieval script. This concession to

8l



Tzara's orthographie manipulations occasionally

produces anagrams which should not he there,

especially because it allows for the substitution

of for and vice-versa. I have tried, however,

at least to limit the degree of orthographic

freedom in order to control this kind of situation,

but on the other hand, I did not want to lose too

many anagrams by adhering too closely to spellings

introduced by modern editors.

It is extremely difficult to strike the

proper balance not only with regard to spelling

but also with regard to vocabùlary and syntax

when one is working with medieval manuscripts.

Any search for anagrams in poetry which was written

in the fifteenth century can only produce general

results to indicate whether the anagram theory

is at all conceivable, because there is absolutely

no way of reconstructing the original texts.

There are five major sources for the texts of

Villon's poetry, and it is highly unlikely that

any of them precisely reproduces the one which

Villon first wrote out. The same problem arises

with Vaillant's poetry, xvhich was reproduced in

several manuscripts. In order to find the "authentic'

symmetrical anagrams it is necessary to have the

original texts of the poets themselves, because

82



the addition or omission of a single letter can

alter the symmetrical pattern, thus destroying

anagrams which would have been in the original

version as well as producing new ones which would

not have appeared there. Therefore, in analyzing

the results of the anagram search, one should

really only consider the sum of the data rather

than a few individual examples because of the high

degree of uncertainty about the authenticity of

individual lines.

The search for anagrams was conducted xvith

the help of a computer, an IBM 360/67 with a

256K core. A program was written to search for

anagrams in Villon's Lais, Vaillant's Le Débat

des Deux Soeurs or L'Embus che de Vai1lant and a

Li
number of ballades by Charles d'Orléans. ' Le

Lais and L'Smbusche de Vaillant were chosen

because they are both long enough to give a good

sampling and because they are both major examples

used by Tzara in his illustration of symmetrical

anagrams in the works of Villon and Vaillant.

The ballades by Charles d'Orléans were used as a

5
control. The list of names searched for includes

those of Vi3.1on, Catherine do VauselleS, Ithier

Marchant, Noel Jolis, Petit Jehan, Regnier Montigny,

Isabeau, Denise, Guy Tabarie, Sermoise, Nicolas,
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Colin do Cayeux, Perrenet, Chastellain, Perdrier,

Cas.in Cholet, Jehan le Lou, Denis Richier, Jehan

Cotart and Navarre. These names appear either in

the texts of Villon's poetry or in documents

concerning Villon's criminal activities, except

for Chastellain, the name 03? the poet whose name

was associated with Vaillant's in the lost Turin

m anuscript.

My search revealed that there are indeed a

great number of symmetrical anagrams of the type

discovered by Tzara in the poetry of Villon,

Vaillant and Charles d'Orléans. The results of

the anagram search are summarized in Tables I

and II. The complete results are in Appendix II.

One will immediately notice that some of the

names searched for as anagrams also appear as

names in the text of the Lais. The data is thus

distorted because more anagrams appear in certain

lines of the Lais than would be there, had the

required letters not been planted in the text in

the form of the names themselves. Table III

illustrates the "extra" anagrams which can be

attributed to the presence of the names in the

text. If we omit the anagrams produced by the

appearances of names in the text, we can revise

the original anagram count by removing these anagrams.
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The results of this revision are given in Table IV.

It is this revised count which, will be referred to

unless otherwise stipulated.

In order to attempt to determine whether

Villon intentionally placed symmetrical anagrams

in his poetry, one can compare the number of anagrams

in the Lais with those in the ballades by Charles

d'Orléans. A comparison reveals the following

information.0 Six names - Franpois Villon,

Ithier Marchant, Guy Tabarie, Colin Cayeux, Casin

Cholet and Jehan Cotart - appear in neither the

Lais nor the 320 lines by Charles d'Orléans.

Twelve names - Franpois, Monterbier, Vauselle,

Vaulselles, Woe Jolis, Petit Jehan, Denise,

Sermoise, Perdrier, Jean Le Loup, Cotart and

Jean Cotart - appear significantly more often in

the lines by Charles d'Orléans than in those by

7
Villon. Five names - Vausselles, Regnier, Nicolas,

Navarre and Guy Tabarie - appear slightly more

frequently in the poetry by Charles d'Orléans.

Five names - Ithier, Marchant, Montigny, Isabeau

and Chastellain - appear an equal number of times

in both texts. Seven names - Villon, Jehan, Petit

Jehan, Charmoie, Colin, Cayeux and Jehan Le Lou -

appear slightly more frequently in the Lais and

eight names - Catherine, Noel Jolis, Tabary,
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Tabarie, Chermoie, Perrenet, Cholet and Denis

Richier - appear significantly more frequently

in the Lais than in the ballades by Charles

d'Orléans. From the breakdown of these results

one fact clearly emerges : while all but six of

the forty-three names searched for do appear in

these six hundred forty lines of poetry, the

majority do not appear significantly more frequently

in the lines by Villon than in the lines by

Charles d'Orléans. It remains to be seen what

suppositions can be drawn from the data concerning

the question of whether Villon intentionally

placed symmetrical anagrams in his poetry or

whether the anagrams are the result of chance.

Many of the anagrams seem to appear randomly;

this fact is indicated by the numerous anagrams

which appear where they could not have been

intended to appear, i.e., the anagrams of the names

of Villon's acquaintances in Charles d'Orléans'

poetry. This does not necessarily prove that

Villon might not have composed a few symmetrical

anagrams without the knowledge that they occur

by chance. However, such a theory could hardly

be proven, because there is no way of distinguishing

the "intentional" anagrams from the "accidental"

one s .
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If, on the contrary, Villon inserted a large

number of anagrams in the text of the Lais, it

would be visible in the results of the anagram

search. Assuming for a moment that this was

the case, one should consider the eight names

which occur more frequently in the Lais than in

the ballades by Charles d'Orléans. The information

in Table V demonstrates that, in general, names

which appear significantly more often in the Lais,

when we establish "significance" by using the

standard deviation, really do not appear much more

frequently when we consider the actual numbers.

With the possible exceptions of Catherine, Tabary,

Perrenet and Cholet, the differences between the

number of anagrams which appear more often in

Villon's poetry from the number in Charles d'Orléans'

poetry are quite low. In fact, if one wanted to

support Tzara's anagram theory by arguing that

certain anagrams, s\ich as Catheidne or Tabary,

appear much more often in one set of lines than

in another, the data summarized in Table VI would

suggest that it was Charles d'Orléans rather than

Villon who was composing symmetrical anagrams

using the names of Villon's acquaintances.

At this point a comparison of the actual number

of anagrams in the Lais with a prediction of the
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number that can be expected to appear randomly

would be useful in determining whether Villon

intentionally composed the type of symmetrical anagrams

discovered by Tzara. A formula designed specifically

to deal with Tzara's discoveries vras devised by

M. Puissegur and published in the Dulletfn de

9
3. 'Association des Professeurs de Mathématiques.

The formula consists of two parts. In the first

part the number of possible symmetrical positions

for an anagram of a given number of letters

appearing in a line of a given number of letters

is calculated. In the second part the probability

that the letters occupying those positions be

identical with the letters of a particular name

is calculated. At this stage Puissegur recognizes

that the probability of appearance is not the same

for all letters and therefore he uses the letter

frequency for modern French. After making these

calculations, he adds the logarithm of the number

of possible symmetrical positions, the logarithm of

the product of the probabilities of the particular

letters of the name, the logarithm of the number

of letters in the name and, if necessary, the

colognrithm of the number of times a single letter

occurs in the name if it is more than once, e.g.,

if there are two a's he adds the colog. of 2.
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The result is the logarithm of the probability

of the particular anagram appearing in a line by

chance.

Although this formula is mathematically

sound, its application to French poetry is not.

This is because, in establishing the probability

of the occurrence of the particular letters forming

the anagram, Puissegur considers the appearance

of one letter to be independent of the appearance

of others. While such an assumption is acceptable

if one is considering a selection of randomly

chosen letters, it does not apply when one is

working with a language, because it is one of the

characteristics of language that components appear

in a certain relation to one another. In a language,

the letters can be grouped into a large number of

digraphs and trigraphs, groups of two or three

letters representing a single speech sound, which

represent an interdependence on the level of the

letters themselves. There is an even more complex

interdependence of letters which occurs on the

syntactic and semantic levels. The science of

linguistics at its present stage is not equipped

to construct a comprehensive system of the

interdependence of letters in any natural language

let alone fifteenth-century French. Unfortunately
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such a system is a necessary component of any

formula that could be used to predict accurately

the number of occurrences of symmetrical anagrams

that can be expected to appear in a text by chance.

In addition, the accuracy of any prediction

is likely to be low. In the experiment, Vaillant's

poem was divided into groups of 320 lines. The

groups had similar line lengths and letter frequencies,

yet they did not contain an equal number of anagrams.

For example, the anagram Catherine does not appear

at all in the first group, it appears eight times

in the second group and three times in the third

group. The anagram Sermoise appears fifty-eight

times in the first group, forty-four times in the

second group and forty times in the third group.

These typical examples demonstrate that insofar

as a prediction system cannot distinguish among

these groups, it cannot give more than an order-

of-magnitude prediction.

Thus it is impossible to establish that Villon

composed symmetrical anagrams by comparing the

number of anagrams in the Lais with those in lines

of poetry which were not written by Villon or by

comparing the number of anagrams in the Lais with

the number which one would expect to appear by

chance according to Puissegur's probability formula.

One could perhaps argue that Tzara's theory is
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strengthened by the rare occurrence of a long anagram,

as for example in stanza 65 of L'Embusche de Vaillant :

Leurs faitz ne sont -point vicieulx „ .

+ 00 + + + + 000 +0 0 + + 0 0 +000 + + + + 00 + 0 = l'ranpois Villon.

The appearance of this fourteen-letter anagram, which

came up only once in all of the lines tested, may

seem to provide a tempting piece of evidence to

support Tzara's theory. On the other hand, it

would be rather unconvincing to follow the same

logic and yet explain how the name of the Secretary

of State of the United States crept into line 130

of the Lais :

Regnier de Montigny trois chiens .T

++bo+++ 00 00+0++04- 0000+ ++00++ = Henry Kissinger
(c = k) .

Tzara's principal arguments supporting his

anagram theory are that the frequency of anagram

occurrences is higher than the statistical probability

of their accidental occurrence and that the system

was used by a number of medieval poets. I have

tried to show why these statements do not withstand

analysis. Similarly, arguments supporting Tzara's

anagram theory based on the interpretation of certain

lines in terms of their anagrams are extremely weak.

There are several lines which may seem to lend

themselves to interpretation in terms of their

anagrams. For example, line l8 of the Lais -

Voyant celle devant mes yieulx - gives the anagrams

Denise and Vauselle, which could suggest that "elle"
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refers to one or both of these ladies. Similarly,

line 30 - Et me faillent au grant besoign -

contains the anagram Tabarie ; thus, one could argue

that this line refers to Guy Tabarie's denunciation

of Villon's complicity in the burglary of the college

of Navarre. Such interpretations malce amusing

reading and form a substantial portion of Tzara's

proposed book, but they cannot be considered a

very rigorous way of verifying the anagram theory.

In view of the great number of anagrams which can

be found, this method of interpretation ressembles

an 8-Ball's method of predicting the future. An

8-Ball is a black ball made of plastic which is

used by very amateur fortune tellers. One asks

the 8-0all a yes-no question about the future and

then turns it over and reads a printed answer

which appears behind a window on the bottom. The

8-Ball is provided with a set of about a dozen

answers, any of which will provide a reasonable

answer to the question asked. The messages in

Chinese fortune cookies offer another example of

the strength of the logic behind Tzara's interpretations.

In addition to all the weaknesses in the anagram

theory which have already been mentioned, my anagram

search revealed an interesting fact: often when the

letters needed to form the anagram are present in
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a line, several symmetrical anagrams of the same

name appear in the same line. For example, line

5 of the Lais contains four symmetrical anagrams

of Noe Jolis and six of Denise :

Quond
ooooo

ooooo

ooo + o

OO + + O

0000 +

OOO + +

OOOO +

OOO + +

OOO + +

OOO + +

oit
+ + o

o + o

+ + o

o + o

o + o

ooo

o + o

ooo

ooo

ooo

ses

o + +

+ 00

000

000

00 +

00 +

0 + 0

0 + 0

0 + 0

+00

oeuvr

ooooo

++000

+ 0000

+ 0000

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

e s cons

000++0

o o o + + o

0+0000

0+0000

+000+0

+00000

0+00+0

0+0000

00000+

000000

e i 11 i e r
0++0000

0+0+000

+ + o + o o o

+ o o + + o o

+000000

++00000

+000000

++00000

0000++0

+000++0

Noe Jolis
Noe Jolis
Noe Jolis

Noe Jolis
Denise
Denise
Denise

Denise
Denise
Denise.

Line l66 contains three symmetrical combinations

of Vauselle:

Levilainquilatrousseaucol

and line 20^ has three of Villon:

0 = Vauselle
0 = Vauselle
0 = Vauselle

eau

00c = Villon
000 = Villon
000 = Villon

When a name is made up of a large percentage of

very common letters, this tendancy increases.

Thus, line 203 of the Lais contains eleven Denises

Despourveusdebiensdeparens
0+00000000++00++00000000+0 = Denise
0+000000+00+00+00+000000+0 = Denise
0++00000000+00+00000000++0 = Denise
00000000000000++++++000000 = Denise
+++00000000000+++000000000 = Denise
++00000000+000+00000000++0 = Denise
0000000000+++0+++000000000 = Denise
00+00000000++0++00000000+0 = Denise
00000000+0+0+0+0+0+0000000 = Denise
00+00000+000+0+000+00000+0 = Denise
00000000+00000++0++00000+0 = Denise.
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Lilce Denise, the anagram of the name Sermoise

frequently appears several times in the same line,

as in line 2kk of the Lais:

Aus
ooo

00 +

000

000

00 +

000

ave t
0000

0000

0000

00+0

00 + 0

0000

iermessouliersvieulx
++++++++000000000000 = Sermois e

++0++0++0000+0000000 = Sermois e

000++0++0000++0++000 = Sermois e

0+++0+++00+000000000 = Sermois e

000++0++0000+00+0000 = Sermois e

00++0+0+000+0+0++000 = Sormois e

or in line 28h

Lorsiesentisdamememoire
0++000++00++000++000000 = Sermoise
00+000++00++00++000+000 = Serrnoise

00+00++000++000++00+000 = Sermoise
00+++0+00000000+0+++000 Sermoise

000++0++0000000000++0++ = Sermoise

0++00++000++00++0000000 : Sermoise
00++00++0000000++00++00 = Sermoise
00++0++000000000++0++00 = Sermoise

t number of occurrences O jr a singl

anagram in a single line of the Lais is the

appearance of twenty Perrenets in line 285 :

Reprendreetmettreensonaumoire
00+00+0++++0+00+0000000000000 = Perrenet
00++0+00++00+0++0000000000000 = Perrenet
0++00+0+00+0+00++000000000000 = Perrenet
+0+0++000000++0+0+00000000000 = Perrenet
0+++0+000000+0+++000000000000 = Perrenet
00+0 ++0+0000 + 0-1-+0 +00000000000 = Perrenet
00++0+0+0000+0+0++00000000000 = Perrenet
00++++00000000++++00000000000 = Perrenot
00+0000+++0000+++0000+0000000 = Perrenet
oo +ooooo + ooo-:-o + +o-i-ooo +ooooo + o = Perrenet
0 + +00000 + 00000 + -1-00000+00000 + + = Perrenet
00++++0++++000000000000000000 = Perrenet
+0+0++0++0+0+0000000000000000 = Perrenet
0+++0+0000000+0+++00000000000 = Perrenet
00++000++000++000++0000000000 = Perrenet
00+++00+00000+00+++0000000000 = Perrenet
00++00000000+0+0+0+00000000++ = Perrenet
oo+ +ooooo+oooo+o-i-oooo+ooooo++ = Perrenet
00++00000000++000++00000000++ = Perrenet

00-H-00000+000+000+000+00000++ = Perrenet,
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I did not find any indication that Tzara or any of

his critics were aware of the existence of these

multiple-anagram lines. (Tzara was aware that

several different anagrams often appeared in the

same line, but apparently not that the same name

could be found in a variety of symmetrical positions

within the same line.) It would be difficult to

imagine that the appearance of all 20 symmetrical

anagrams cf the name Perrenet in line 285 of the

Lais was caused by the manipulations of the poet,

and yet it would be equally difficult to determine

which one of the twenty anagrams he intended to

appear. It seems more reasonable to attribute the

appearance of these multiple anagrams to chance

rather than to the efforts of the poet.

The results of my anagram search strongly

suggest that Tzara1 s theory is invalid. The large

number of anagrams found not only in the poetry of

Villon and Vaillant but also in that of Charles

d'Orléans indicates that at least some, if not all,

of the anagrams appear randomly. Furthermore, there

are more anagrams in the 320 lines of poetry by

Charles d'Orléans than in the Lais so one cannot

support Tzara's theory by arguing that substantially

more anagrams, or even more of particular anagrams,

appear in Villon's poetry than in the poetry of

Charles d'Orléans. In addition, one must reject
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Tzara's claim that the number of anagrams in Villon's

poetry exceeds the statistical probability of their

accidental occurrence, because it is impossible to

calculate the statistical probability given the

present state of linguistics. The frequent appearance

of several symmetrical patterns of the same name

in the same line further suggests that the anagrams

appear in the poetry as a result of chance. Finally,

it is not possible to support Tzara's anagram theory

with interpretations based on the anagrams' effects

011 the meaning of certain lines because, as demonstrated

in Tzara's manuscript, a vivid imagination can invent

whatever interpretations are necessary to support

an idea. Although none of these points can be

used to prove beyond doubt that Villon did not

compose any of the symmetrical anagrams suggested

by Tzara, considered all together they indicate that

it is highly unlikely that the symmetrical anagrams

which appear in the Lais are the result of the poet's

intention. Therefore, as it is unlikely that the

author of the Lais comx^osed this type of anagram,

the appearance of anagrams in L'Embusche de Vaillant

cannot be considered as evidence that the authors

of these two poems are identical.
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Chapter Seven

In Chapter One I outlined Tristan Tzara1 s

theory that the poet Vaillant was François Villon.

Most of the chapter was devoted to an explanation

of Tzara's theory of symmetrical anagrams, because

it was the discovery of the same anagrams in Villon's

and Vaillant's poetry which had led Tzara to believe

that the two poets were one. Tzara's discussion of

Vaillant's work, or rather Villon's work written

under the alias Vaillant, centered around his

interpretations of the anagrams which he had found

in the poetry. He wrote very little about aspects

of Vaillant's work other than the anagrams which

might suggest a relationship with Villon.

Tzara briefly mentioned that many of Vaillant's

poems seemed to be similar in style to Villon's

lay for Ithier Marchant and to his chanson for
2

Jacquet Cardon"", but he did not expand upon this

statement. The similarities between these two poems

and the bulk of Vaillant's poetry are extremely

superficial, but perhaps are worth mentioning as

these two works do differ somewhat from most of

Villon's poetry. First, both of them are rondeaux,

a form rarely used by Villon. There are only three

rondeaux known to have been written by Villon - the
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two mentioned by Tzara and Villon's rondeau for
3

his gravestone - and another rondeau entitled

Janin d'Avenu, which is of questionable attribution.

However, to assume that the two poems mentioned

by Tzara are similar to Vaillant's poetry because

they are rondeaux would be to overlook the fact

that the rondeau was one of the fixed forms which

dominated French medieval lyric poetry and was

particularly common in the late Middle Ages.

A second possible similarity is that in both

of these rondeaux Villon makes use of allegory;

the lay for Ithier Marchant is addressed to Death

and the chanson for Jacquet Cardon tells of an

encounter with Fortune. Admittedly Vaillant also

uses allegory in a number of his short poems, such

as Quant à_ moy j e crains le filé, Des amoureux de

1'Observance, U lac de lermes tresparfont and

M ' amour helas vue illiés amer, as well as in h.is

allegorical Lettrès en prose, but this is hardly

a device shared by Villon, Vaillant and perhaps a

few others. Allegory was so common in late medieval

verse that a poet who never used it could be considered

unusual. Thus, it would be more accurate to amend

Tzara's statement to read simply that Villon's lay

for Ithier Marchant and his chanson for Jacquet

Cardon seem to share some aspects with conventional
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fifteenth-century poetry. Naturally such a statement

would not imply a special relationship between these

two rondeaux by Villon and the poetry of Vaillant.

Tzara also claimed that certain lines from

poems by Villon and Vaillant shared words and

expressions which suggested a link between these

two poets. (For a list of these lines, see Chapter

One, pages 1.7-19») An examination of this list,

combined with a superficial acquaintance with

medieval verse, reveals that both poets merely

used some of the same words, which is certainly

to be expected, among poets writing during the same

period in the same language. A few examples should

stiffice to indicate how common Tzara's selections arc.

Tzara claimed that the line from L'Embusche do

Vaillant "Et ne souffres plus tel torment" had an

unusual ressemblance to Villon's "Et souffroie tant

L
de torment"." However, it seems that throughout

the medieval, period, poets were suffering from "torment",

particularly at the ends of lines ; this is probably

partially due to the facility with which one can

rime this word - with innumerable adverbs ending

in ment as well as a number of other kinds of words.

A line from Rendus de Moiliens ' Miserere demonstrates

the use of this word in Old French in a construction

which is almost exactly the same as that used by
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Villon and Vaillant:

Chil ki si griement se garsa
Moustre qui eus mous en regars-a
Quant por soffri tel tormente.

Among late medieval poets there are innumerable

references to "torment": Guillaume de Machaut's

"Car ma très douce dame rit/Et prent déduit en

mon tourment"^ Christine de Pisan's "Pleine de

7
plour, d'engoisse et de tourment", Alain Chartier1

"Je la requier craignant duel et torment", and

Charles d'Orléans' "Comme j'ay fait en grief

9tourment".

Tzara also found ressemblances between

Vaillant's "Que mal pour bien on reguerdonne" and

Villon's "De tout bien fais le guerdonne/Et de

noz maulx le vray pardon". In this case it is

even more difficult to discern a remarkable

similarity, as the poets do not even use the same

form of the word in question. The word "guerdonner

or "gnrdonner" meaning "to recompense" or "to

reward" was a very common word in Old and Middle

French. It is used, for example, in Dumart le

Galois :

Bien pense mes ire Dumars
Que mavais cueurs fauz et coars
Ne doit de fine amor joir
Coars cueurs n'oze deservir

^
Ce qu'amors peut guerredoner,

and .in La vie du maulvais riche :

A bien scavez gardonner ^
A chascun selon sa deserte.
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The word was still common in the fifteenth century

as is attested to by the poetry of Charles d'Orléans

Tellement lui prist prouffiter
Ma priere que confortee
So.it son ame, sans point tarder^ 9
Et de ses bienfaits guerdonnee.

Similar arguments could be made for other words

chosen by Tzara which are used not only by Villon

and Vaillant but also by Charles d'Orléans, such

as "largesse":

Que Dieu mercy, j'ay loyalle maistresse
Qui de tous bien a trop plus qu'a largesse

and "las" in the sense of "snares":

llt
Six pris en voz las

and "plaisant" used to describe speech:
1 5

Plaisant parler, gouverné par sagesse '

, . l6
plaxsans parolles.

Vaillant's "Qui trop embrace tout luy chiet" and

Villon's "Tant embrasse on que chiet la prise" are

probably both derived from the proverb: "Qui trop
17

embrasse pou estraint".

When Tzara referred to the similarity between

Vaillant's "Et leur dy que grant cherge est-ce/

N'amer jamais jeunes coquars" and Villon's "Et ne

soys qu'uns jeune coquart", he probably misunderstoo

Villon's use of the word "coquart". Although this

word normally meant a young ladies' man, it had

another more pejorative meaning as well. In his

edition of Villon's poetry, Thuasne points out that
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"coquart" could mean a naughty male as it is used

in the Farce du nouveau marié :

Regardez quel seigneur voici!
Quel avortillon, quel coqiiart !
Il faisait tant le loricquart^g
Du temps qu'il estoit fiance,

or even an emasculated male as is suggested by a

passage by Baudet Herenc which concludes :

Prince, je suis d'elle appelle coquart
S'entre mes bras souvent je ne l'acole.

In view of the line's position in a stanza in

which Villon describes his pathetic physical

condition in rather graphic terms, it seems

reasonable to suggest that Villon meant "coqiiart"

to suggest impotence, while Vaillant probably

meant simply a gay young man.

In short, it appears that in Tzara's list of

similar words in the poetry of Villon and Vaillant,

there is little to suggest that these poets were

identical. Most of the words chosen by Tzara were

extremely common in medieval verse and thus do not

demonstrate a higher degree of similarity than one

would expect to find among fifteenth-century works.

In subject matter there is very little similarity

between the poetry of Villon and that of Vaillant.

Villon's topic is primarily himself; his major

themes are poverty, old age, death and women.

Vaillant's poetry is extremely impersonal and,

with the exceptions of the Cornerie des Anges and
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and the Ballade a Jacques Cueur. deals with the
-L. « M,. . . ... ■ . ■ , M. ... .. '

theme of courtly love. Thus there is only one

theme which these poets may be said to share:

women. However, in general their attitudes about

this subject appear to be quite different. Vaillant

wrote conventional courtly poetry while Villon's

references to this convention are always parodist.

When Villon writes about women seriously, his

subject is never the Dame of courtly love. Whether

he is discussing the ephemeral beauty of la Belle

Heaulmiere, the difficulties of les filles perdues

or the obscenity of life with la Grosse Margot,

Villon's women live in a physical, ixnidealized

world unknown to most courtly verse. However, both

Villon and Vaillant do seem to share the opinion

that women are fickle. In the Embusche de Vaillant,

the older sister argues that it is better to have

several lovers than one:

Pour le dire pas ne demeure,
Car vostre bien veulx et desire,
Et suis contente que je meure
Si j'en dis rien qui vous empire ;
Mais saches, seur, qu'il n'est empire
Qui vaille en avoir grant largesse ;
De prendre ung seul son fait empire,
Et n'est pas a dame Sageisse.

Voz causes si sont, ma seur chère,
Que cil qui vostre amy sera,
Voyant que chascun vous fait chère
De vous servir ne cessera,
Car Jalousie l'en pressera,
Dont il aura quelque malaise,
Parquoy tousjours s'efforcera
De faire chose qui vous plaise.
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Et puis pensez quel plaisir c'est
D'en avoir tous jours cinq ou six,
Car 1 ' ung ou l'autre tous jours est
Près de moy, debout ou assis;
S'ung se liève, l'autre est rassis;
Quant 1'ung s'en va, l'autre revient;
L'ung chant ou rit, 1'autre est transis;
Ainsi de dueil ne me souvient.

The older sister's monologue on the advantages of

fickleness, which continues for several stanzas,

is in essence not very different from Villon's

opinion on the subject:

Qui les meut a ce? J'ymagine,
San 1'onneur des dames blasmer,
Que c'est nature femenine
Qui tout unyement veult amer,
Autre chose n'y scay rimer
Fors qu'on dit a Rains et a Troys,
Voire a l'Isle et a Saint Orner, p„
Que six ouvriers font plus que trois.

In a sense these attitudes are similar, but it must

be recognized that they are part of a larger

tradition. Throughout the period of courtly love

poetry, the quality of loyalty was most highly

valued, and thus fickleness was considered a grave

fault. In an even broader sense, the antifeminism,

which is expressed openly by Villon and extremely

discreetly by Vaillant, was a dominating attitude

in the Middle Ages :

De même qu'on avait assimilé
"Fine Amour" à la Dame, ainsi
on va incarner "Fol Amoureux"
dans la femme. Celle-ci est

plus vivante, plus accessible,
plus complexe. Elle est aussi
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plus amusante et plus soumise.
Elle est la source de toute

convoitise, 1'heroine d'une
quantité énorme de fables
étranges et d'histoires
gaillardes, l'objet d'une haine
ancestraie, d'une haine aveugle,
montant des ténèbres des ages
et des coeurs, acharnée,
inépuisable, déraisonnable.
On ne fut jamais doux avec la
femme: au moment morne 011 on

conput la création du monde,
on le fit^çerdre par elle, par
sa faute.

Perhaps comparison of the two poets' opinions about

women points out their differences more than their

similarities. Vaillant's method of expressing

the idea that women are fickle is extremely polite.

Vaillant describes, through the speech of the older

sister, all the wonderful services which a woman

can command if she has several lovers. The sister

daintily tells of how men entertain her by singing

and telling stories, squeeze her hand, kiss her,

bring gifts, and she adds that when a woman has

more than one lover she need never be lonely or

bored. Villon, in contrast, is brief and direct,

as well as faintly obscene, in expressing his

opinion on the subject of fickle women: his whole

attitude on the subject is summarized in the state¬

ment that "six ouvriers font plus que trois".

In general, however, there is very little

overlap in subject matter between the impersonal
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courtly poetry of Vaillant and the personal and

ironic poetry of Villon. In addition, these poets

favored different formal structures. Most of

Villon's poetry is written in free stanzas

(strophes libres) consisting of a number of

couplets in octosyllabic verse constructed accordin

to the same pattern. When he occasionally uses

one of the fixed forms which were common in the

Middle Ages, it is usually the ballade. Vaillant

preferred the fixed forms, and among them the

rondeau and the bergerette rather than the ballade.

Two of his poems, L'Embusche do Vaillant and Lettre

envoieeg, are written in free stanzas.

Vaillant uses the conventional and rather

limited language of courtly poetry. Villon's

language, on the contrary, is extremely varied.

The unusual richness of Villon's vocabulary has

been statistically analyzed by Pierre Guiraud.

The application of Guiraud's system, which is

based on a comparison of the total number cf words

in a text with the number of different words in a

text, revealed that Villon's vocabulary is far

more varied than those of both medieval and modern

22
poets." This richness of language is undoubtedly

the result of Villon's use of several different

kinds of vocabularies: from the "langue pooulaire"
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fil3.ed with proverbs and sayings, the langages of

obscenity, of courtly love, of scholasticism, of

the courts, of the church and of the criminal

underworld.

If Villon's and Vaillant's poetry were similar,

one could perhaps argue that they might have been

the same poet. The reverse, however, is not

necessarily true. Although there are a number of

fundamental differences between the poetry of

Villon and that of Vaillant which certainly do not

suggest that these poets were identical, it is

fruitless to attempt to use these differences to

prove that they were two different poets . If one

argues that in the mid-1450's Villon, in an attempt

to avoid being apprehended by the police for

various crimes, created an identity for himself as

a courtly poet, then one would expect the poetry

of this "false Villon" to be very different from

the poetry of Le Lais and Le Testament. The

conventional style of Vaillant's poetry would
%

probably have been easy to imitate, especially for

a poet of Villon's skill. Although, as far as we

know, Villon did not write serious poetry on the

theme of courtly love, his familiarity with this

genre is obvious because he frequently exercised

his skill in parodying it.
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The fictional basis for the writing of Le

Lais is the "congé d'amour", a traditional device

used when the poet is forced to part from his lady.

The model for this form, or at least Villon's

adaptation of it, seems to have been Li Congé

of Jean Bodel in which the poet, forced to leave

his native Arras because of leprosy, takes leave

23
of all his friends and acquaintances. The

"congé d'amour" became very popular among courtly

poets including Adam de la Halle, Baude Fastoul,

Guillaume de Machaut, Michault Taillevent, Jean

Froissart, Eustache Deschamps and Christine de

24
Pisan. Villon parodies this device in explaining

his reasons for leaving Paris:

En ce temps que j'ay dit devant
Sur le Noel, morte saison,
Que les loups se vivent du vent
Et qu'on se tient en sa maison
Pour le frimas, près du tison,
Me vint ung vouloir de brisier
La très amoueuse prison
Qui souloit mon cuer debrisier.

Pour obvier a ces dangiers
Mon mietilx et ce croy de fouir, 25
Adieu, je m'en vois a Angiers ...

After presenting his reasons for his departure,

Villon gives a list of- people whom he is leaving,

much in the same fashion as Jean Bodel. In the

Lais this list forms the body of the legacy.

Villon also presents himself as a mock

martyred lover, drawing on a great number of
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clichés associated with this tradition:

Le regart de celle m'a prins
Qui m'a esté felonne et dure,
Sans ce qu'en riens aye mesprins
Veult et ordonne que j'endure
La mort et que plus je ne dure
Si n'y voy secours que de fouir
Rompre veult la vive souldure
Sans mes pitieux regretz oir.

Par elle meurs les membres sains,
Au fort je suis amant martir
Du nombre des amoureux sains.'"

Icy se clost le testament
Et finist du pauvre Villon,
Venez a son enterrement

Quant vous orrez le carillon
Vestus rouge comme vermillon
Car en amours mourut, martir,
Ce jura il sur son couillon
Quant de ce monde vo\ilt partir,

27

The image of the martyred lover was extremely

common in medieval verse. Alain Chartier's Belle

Dame sans Merci is perhaps the classic example.

Others include de Machaut's "Martyres sui de

28
1'amoureus martyre",'" Oton de Granson's "Se pour

estre d'amours martir/Doit nulz amans valoir le

2 9
mieulx", Deschamps' "D'amours martir - Las que

30
feray", and a number of poems in the Jardin de

31
Plais ance." Charles d'Orléans also described

himself as a martyred lover in terms which are

extremely similar to those of Villon:

Au fort, martir on me devra nommer
Se Dieu d'Amours fait nulz amoureux saints.

In the Testament, Villon sends a mock love

poem to his "demoiselle au nez tortu" in which he
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33
begs to be cured of the sickness of love, but

the parody of courtly love breaks down by the third

stanza in which Villon again becomes openly

insulting. Further on in the Testament Villon

makes a direct reference to the following passage

from Chartier1 s Belle Dame s an Merci which concerns

the sick in love:

Je laisse aux amoureux malades

Qui ont espoir d'allégement
Faire chansons, ditz et ballades,
Chascun en son entendement.

Villon adds his own gift to Chartier's:

Item, donne aux amans enfermes
Sans le laiz maistre Alain Chartier
A leurs chevez, de pleurs et termes
Trestout fin plain, ung benoistier
Et ung petit brain d'esglantier
En tous temps vert pour guipillon
Pourveu qu'ilz diront ung psaultier
Pour 1'âme du povre Villon.

It is thus evident from the numerous parodies which

appear in Villon's poetry that the poet was familiar

with the conventions of courtly love. It is therefore

conceivable that he could have written genuine

courtly poetry if he had wanted to.

If, however, Villon was Vaillant, he must have

been an extremely skillful imitator, not only

because Vaillant 1 s poetry differs so greatly from

Villon's in subject matter, form and language,

but also because it differs so fundamentally in

spirit. Almost all of Villon's work is characterized

by a spirit of alienation. This spirit is particularly

110



strongly expressed in those lines in which Villon

discusses his own failures in love and in society

in general:

Bien est verte que j'ay amé
Et nmeroie voulentiers
Mais triste cuer, ventre affamé
Qui n'est rassasié au tiers
M'oste des amoureux sentiers,
Au fort quelqu'ung s'en recompence
Qui est raraply sur les chantiers
Car la dance vient de la pance.

Hé Dieu, se j'eusse estudié
Ou temps de ma jeunesse folle
Et a bonnes meurs dédié
J'eusse maison et couche molle
Mais qaioi? je fuyoie 3- 'es colle
Comme fait le mauvais enfant,
En escripvant ceste parolle
A peu que le cuer ne me fent.

Le dit du Saige trop lui feiz
Favorable (bien en puis mais)
Qui dit, "Esjoys toy, mon fils,
En ton adolescence", mais
Ailleurs sert bien d'ung autre mes,
Car, "Jeunesse et adolescence",
C'est son parler ne moins ne maig,
"Ne sont qu'abus et ignorance".

Villon is filled with bitterness that his relative

have rejected him:

Allé s'en est et je demeure
Povre de sens et de savoir,
Triste, failly, plus noir que meure,
Oui n'ay ne cens, rente, n'avoir:
Des miens le mendre, je dis voir,
De me desavouer s'avance
Oubliant naturel devoir
Par faulte d'ung peu de chevance,

and that he hd not had the good fortune to be

saved from a life of crime:

I'll



Se Dieu m'eust donné rencontrer

Ung autre pitieux Alixandre
Qui m'eust fait en bon cur entrer
Et lors qui m'eust veu condescendre
A mal, estre ars et mis en cendre
Jugié me feusse de ma voix,
Nécessité fait gens mesprendre
Et faim saillir le loup du bois.

Villon's alienation is also expressed directly in

several of the Poésies Diverses, particularly the

Ballade du concours de Blois with its refrain:

"Bien recueully, débouté de chascun", the ballade

with the refrain "Je congnois tout fors que moy

mesmes" and Le Débat du Cuer et du Corns de Villon

which in its whole conception expresses a feeling

of separateness. Villon's two long poems are

concerned also with Villon's relationship with

other people. With the exceptions of the poet's

mother and foster-father, all of Villon's legatees

are regarded by the poet as victims rather than

friends, to be parodied, ridiculed, and occasionally

directly insulted. In Demarolle's words: "Villon

juge les hommes, parmi lesquels il ne trouve pas

39
sa place". More than for the courtly poet, the

real world is the subject of Villon's poetry, but

it is a world from which the poet stands apart as

critic and cynic. This spirit of alienation

which prevades Villon's work is entirely absent

from the conservative poetry of Vaillant in which

the poet seems entirely at home with his culture

and its conventions.
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In evaluating Tristan Tzara's theory that

Vaillant was Villon, we have examined the theory

itself and its possible place in medieval literature,

the biographies of Villon arid Vaillant, the validity

of Tzara's anagram theory and the poetry itself.

Although Tzara's theory, based on his discovery of

symmetrical anagrams, seems somewhat fantastic,

cryptology was quite common in medieval literature ;

the possibility that Tzara had discovered a real

secret code could not, therefore, be automatically

eliminated. The biographical information available

concerning these two poets is extremely scant and

offers no clear indications that Villon and Vaillant

were or were not identical. V7e know nothing at

all about Vaillant's life and we have very little

knowledge about Villon's whereabouts between l'±56

and 1461, but there are indications that both of

these poets may have been in the vicinity of Blois

during the same period. Thus the identification

of Vaillant as Villon can be neither validated nor

rejected on the basis of biographical information.

There is also little to be learned by comparing

the poetry of Villon with that of Vaillant.

The works of these two writers are extremely

dissimilar; therefore, there is no internal

evidence to suggest that the poets were identical,



yet it must be admitted that the dissimilarities

do not ultimately prove that they were not

identical. The only grounds for believing that

they might have been the same poet are provided

by Tzara1 s symmetrical anagrams. As an organized

search for anagrams has demonstrated, Tzara's

anagram theory is most probably false. Thus, one

is forced to conclude that, although there can be

no absolute proof that Vaillant was not Villon,

there is absolutely no reason to believe that he

was. The burden of proof remains with Tristan

Tzara's followers.
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TABLE I

NUMBER OF ANAGRAMS

(320 lines) (965 lines) (320 lines)
NAME LE LAIS L'EMBUSCHE CHARLES

DE VAILLANT D'ORLEANS

FRANÇOIS 3 24 10
VILLON 15 21 11

FRANÇOIS VILLON 3 1 0

MONTERBIER 5 8 9
CATHERINE 7 11 2

VAUSELLE 10 76 27
VAUSSELLES 0 11 2

VAULSELLES 0 5 8
ITHIER 20 24 13
MARCHANT 6 0 2

ITHIER MARCHANT 3 0 0
NOE JOLIS 19 72 42
NOEL JOLIS 6 5 2

JEHAN 34 33 19
PETIT JEHAN 1 0 0

PETIT JEAN 7 9 17
REGNIER 11 11 11
MONTIGNY 9 5 1

ISABEAU 5 7 3
DENISE 166 458 287
TABARY 19 17 9
GUY TABARY 0 0 0

TABARIE o
O 8 h

GUY TABARIE 0 1 2

SERMOISE 4o 142 92
CHERMOIE 4 11 2

CHARMOIE 4 19 2

NICOLAS 8 27 12
COLIN 17 ko 14
CAYEUX 13 37 il

COLIN CAYEUX 0 0 0

PERRENET 4l 68 30
CHASTELLAIN 2 1 2

PERDRIER 3 22 l4
CHOLET 11 28 2

CASIN CHOLET 0 1 0

JEAN LE LOUP 10 38 33
JEHAN LE LOU 5 17 2

DENIS RICHIER 2 1 0

COTART 7 34 4l
JEAN COTART 1 l4 21
JEHAN COTART 0 2 0

NAVARRE 2 8 4



TABLE II

NUMBER OF ANAGRAMS PER 100 LINES OF TEXT

(320 lines) (965 lines) (320 lines)
NAME LE LAIS L"EMBUSCHE CHARLES

DE VAILLANT D'ORLEANS

FRANÇOIS .9 2.5 3.1
VILLON 4.7 2.2 3.4
FRANCOIS VILLON .9 . 1 -

MONTERBIER 1.6 .8 3.1
CATHERINE 2.2 1.1 . 6
VAUSELLE 3.1 7.9 8.4
VAUSSELLES - 1.1 . 6
VAULSELLES - .5 2.5
ITHIER 6.3 2.5 4.1
MARCHANT 1.9 -

. 6
ITHIER MARCHANT 1.9 - -

NOE JOLIS 5.9 7.5 13.4
NOEL JOLIS 1.9 .5 . 6
JEHAN 10.6 3.4 5.9
PETIT JEHAN .3 - -

PETIT JEAN 2.2 1.0 5.3
REGNIER 3.4 1.1 3.4
MONTIGNY 2.8 .5 . 3
ISABEAU 1.6 .7 1.6
DENISE 51.9 47. 5 89.1
TABARY 5.9 1.8 2.8
GUY TABARY - - -

TABARIE 2.5 .8 2.8
GUY TABARIE -

. l .6
SERMOISE 12.5 i4.7 28.8
CHERMOIE 1.3 1.1 . 6
CHARMOIE 1.3 2.0 . 6
NICOLAS 2.5 2.8 3.8
COLIN 5.3 4.1 4.1
CAYEUX 4.1 3.8 3.4
COLIN CAYEUX - - -

PERRENET 12 .8 7.0 9.4
CHASTELLAIN .6 . 1 . 6
PERDRIER .9 2.3 4.4
CIIOLET 3.4 2.9 . 6
CASIN CHOLET -

. 1 -

JEAN LE LOUP 3.1 3.9 10.0
JEHAN LE LOU 1.6 1.8 . 6
DENIS RICHIER . 6 . 1 -

COTART 2.2 3.5 ' 12.8
JEAN COTART . 3 1.5 6.6
JEHAN COTART - .2 -

NAVARRE . 6 .8 1.3



TABLEIII

NAMESWHICHAPPEARINTHETEXTOFTHELAISANDASANAGRAMS
FRANÇOIS

appears
as

a

name

in

line

2

and

2

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

+VILLON

appears
as

a

name

in

line

2

and

1

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

VILLON

appears
as

s.

name

in

line

70

and

1

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

VILLON

appears
as

a

name

in

line

314

and

1

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

FRANCOISVILLON
appears
as

a

name

in

line

2

and

3

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

ITHIER

appears
as

a

name

in

line

8l

and

7

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

MARCHANT

appears
as

a

name

in

line

81

and

1

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

MARCHANT

appears
as

a

name

in

line

177

and

2

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

ITHIERMARCHANT
appears
as

a

name

in

line

81

and

3

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

JEHAN

appears
as

a

name

in

line

84

and

3

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

JEHAN

appears
as

a

name

in

line

131

and

3

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

JEUANNE

appears
as

a

name

in

line

104

and

4

times

as

JEHANinth
is

line
•

REGNIER

appears
as

a

name

in

line

130

and

2

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

MONTIGNY

appears
as

a

name

in

line

130

and

7

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

MOMTIGNY

appears
as

a

name

in

line

139

and

d
X

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

PERRENET

appears
as

a

name

in

line

177

and

3

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

CHOLET

appears
as

a

name

in

line

185

and

2

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

COLIN

appears
as

a

name

in

line

201

and

2

times

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

NICOLAS

appears
as

a

name

in

line

266

and

1

time

as

an

anagram
in

this

line

+Lines72,316and517have
fullrimeswithVILLON,therebyproducingfivemoreanagrams



TABLE IV

NUMBER OF ANAGRAMS (REVISED)

(320 lines) (965 lines) (320 lines)
NAME LE LAIS L'EMBUSCHE CHARLES

DE VAILLANT D'ORLEANS

FRANÇOIS 1 24 10
VILLON 12 21 11

FRANCOIS VILLON 0 1 0

MONTERBIER 5 8 9
CATHERINE 7 11 2

VAUSELLE 10 76 27
VAUSSELLES 0 11 2

VAULSELLES 0 5 8
ITIIIER 13 CO ►P- 13
MARCHANT 2 0 2

ITIIIER MARCHANT 0 0 0

NOE JOLIS 19 72 42
NOEL JOLIS 6 5 2

JEHAN 24 33 19
PETIT JEHAN 1 0 0

PETIT JEAN 7 9 17
REGNIER 9 11 11

MONTIGNY 1 5 1
ISABEAU 5 7 3
DENISE 166 4s8 287
TABARY 19 17 9
GUY TABARY 0 0 0

TABARIE 0
1 ) 8 4

GUY TABARIE 0 1 2

SERMOISE 4o 142 92
CIIERMOIE 4 11 2

CI-IARMOIE 4 19 2

NICOLAS 7 27 12
COLIN 15 4o i4
CAYEUX 13 37 11
COLIN CAYEUX 0 0 0

PERRENET 38 68 30
CHASTELLAIN 2 l 2

PERDRIER 3 22 14
CHOLET 9 28 2

CASIN CHOLET 0 l 0

JEAN LE LOUP 10 38 33
JEHAN LE LOU 5 17 2

DENIS RICHIER 2 A

X. 0

COTART 7 34 4i
JEAN COTART 1 14 21
JEHAN COTART 0 2 0
NAVARRE 2 8 4



TABLE V

ANAGRAMS FOUND 'SIGNIFICANTLY'
MORE FREQUENTLY IN LE LAIS THAN
IN THE BALLADES BY CHARLES D'ORLEANS

NAME LE LAIS CHARLES D'ORLEANS DIFFERENCE

CATHERINE 7 2 5
NOEL JOLIS 6 2 4
TABARY 19 9 10

TABARIE 8 4 4
CIIERMOIE 4 2 2
PERRENET 30 30 8
CHOLET 9 2 7
DENIS RICHIER 2 0 2

TABLE VI

ANAGRAMS FOUND 'SIGNIFICANTLY'
MORE FREQUENTLY IN THE BALLADES BY
CHARLES D'ORLEANS THAN IN LE LAIS

NAME LE LAIS CHARLES D'ORLEANS DIFFERENCE

FRANCOIS 1 10 9
MONTERBIER 5 9 4
VAUSELLE 10 27 17
VAULSELLES 0 8 8
NOS JOLIS 19 42 21
PETIT JEAN 7 17 10
DEMISE 166 287 12 1
SERMOISE 4o 92 52
PERDRIER 3 14 11
JEAN LE LOUP 10 33 23
COTART 7 41 34
JEAN COTART 1 21 20



Appendix !_

In order to carry discussion of Tzara's

theory beyond groundless speculation, it is

necessary to have some reliable information about

the anagrams. Since no such information exists,

it must be generated from lines of text and given

names; all occurrences of each of a group of names

in a group of lines of text are to be found. To

generate this information, a computer program

was written to process lines and names. The central

algorithm searches for all of the anagrams of one

name in one line.

The strategy for making the search nnist be

chosen with some care, in order to reduce the

amount of data manipulation. Recognition and

elimination of possibilities that cannot succeed

must be quick. It is therefore reasonable to

check for situations that are likely to succeed;

futhermore, it is reasonable to perform checks

for success on general groups of letters before

checking specific groups.

The strategy that was employed was to check

to see if all the letters of the name are in the

line; if so, then to identify all of them; and

then to find among the identified letters, symmetrica



patterns containing exactly the letters of the

name. The last part - discovery of symmetrical

patterns with the right letters - can be broken

down to a series of searches for symmetrical

patterns about the possible point of symmetry in

the line. Thus the basic search is for patterns,

among the identified letters of the line, symmetrical

about a letter or inter-letter space, containing

exactly the letters of the name.

Symmetry can be easily guaranteed by considering

only the letters that are both identified and

pairable with another identified letter. The

combinations of all the letters to one side of

the axis, with their corresponding letters to the

other side, provide all the symmetrical combinations.

All combinations of the appropriate length may be

generated, and then the letters of the resulting

combinations may be checked against the name. It

may be noted, however, that success with any

member pair of a combination is only meaningful

if the other pairs of that combination are also

successful. Thus a failure at any stage in

generating the combinations makes checking the

combinations of the branch originating with the

failure unnecessary. Therefore, each partial

combination was checked for success after the



addition of each new member pair. Unsuccessful

branches were then passed over; branches were only

developed as Ions as success continued.

The algorithm was implemented in a program

written in PL - 1. The names are all stored and

the lines are brought one at a time and checked

against each of the stored names. The basic cycle

of th'e program is, therefore, checking one name

against one line. Completion of a check calls the

next name; when no more names remain to be checked,

the next line is called.

The first stage of the check determines if

for every letter in the name (two of the same

letter are two letters) a letter in the line can

be found. If any letter in the name cannot be

found, the search is broken off and the next name

is called. If all the letters are present, then

all of the letters in the line held in common

with the name are flagged (LFL&). Generation

and examination of symmetrically distributed

flagged letters is begun.

Each position in the line that could be a

mid-point (fulcrum) for a pattern of letters of

the length of the name is generated. (See Diagram

1.) The fulcrum for a name of 2n letters cannot

be closer than n from either end; it may be at

either of the extreme positions, or at any letter



or interletter space between them. Furthermore,

if the fulcrum is at a letter, the letter may not

be used in the anagram. Fulcrum positions for

names of 2n letters are generated first for all

inter-letter positions and then for all letter

positions (EVCM and EVCO; FMV). For a name of

(2n+l) letters, the fulcrum may be at the letter

between n and (n+l) of either end, or at any

letter between the extreme letters, but not at

any inter-letter space. Furthermore, the letter

at the fulcrum must be usable in the anagram.

A fulcrum position at a letter not found in the

name is, therefore, immediately rejected (ODCM; FMV)

Symmetrical patterns are generated fox' each

fulcrum position (MVM). First, letters immediately

to the left (JL) and right (JR) of the fulcrum are

chosen. If both letters are flagged (LFLG) and

if each letter can be paired with an unflagged

letter in the name, then each position in the line

receives a second flag (NPT) and each of the

paired letters in the name is flagged (NFLG).

If all the letters of the name are then flagged,

then the second flagline (NPT) and the name are

printed and control goes into a backing-in routine

described below. If letters in the name still

remain to be flagged, the next position-pair is



generated, just as it is if the outcome of either

the flag or the pair test is negative. JL is

moved one position to the left, JR one position to

the right, and the new pair of letters is tested.

The generation of pairs of letters terminates

as soon as either JL or JR has tried all the

positions on its side of the fulcrum. Upon

termination, control goes to the backing-in

routine.

The backing-in ropitine (JFIND, JFIX) assures

the generation of all successful letter pairs to

the OTitside of any successful pair and therefore

guarantees that all successful combinations of

pairs will be discovered without generating all

combinations of pairs. The routine starts by

seeing if a letter pair exists in NPT (the fulcrum

letter of an odd-lettered name does not count).

If none exists, the next fulcrum positon is called.

If at least a pair exists, the outermost pair is

cancelled, the corresponding letters in the name

are unf lagged and control is passed to MVIM.

For example (in Diagram 2): JL gets to position

1; NPT is found to have some flag pairs; the outermos

flagged pair (3,1$), is cancelled; the next pair

outward from (3,18) is generated (2,19) and checked.

Examination of the anagrams found in line

285 (Diagram 3) is helpful in clarifying the



search method.

When the last name has been checked, the line

is inspected for apostrophes. If any are found,

they are dropped, the line is condensed and printed,

and then checked against the names. When no more

lines are left for reading (on ENDFILE), each

name and its number of occurrences is printed

(VLEND); the results of a letter frequency count

are then printed and the program terminates.

from Program to Find Anagrams
Stults,Robert

1973
by Lynn and
December 6,
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DIAGRAM 1

1 1 2 'l 1 £ Z £ 21® H 3? 23 li4 15 É 17 18 1_9 20 21 2_3 /NPT\
001000011 0 0110 0 00100 J

DIAGRAM 2

REPRENDREETMETTREEMS0NAUM01RE
00100101111010010000000000000
00110100110010110000000000000
01100101001010011000000000000
101011000000 1101.0 100000000000
Oil10100000010111000000000000
00101101000010110100000000000
001 10101.000010101100000000000
001111.00000000111100000000000
00100001110000111000010000000
001000001.00010110100010000010
01100000100000110000010000011.
00111101111000000000000000000
101011011.01010000000000000000
01.110100000001011 100000000000
00110001.100011000110000000000
00 1.11.00 100000 100 1110000000000
00110000000010101010000000011
0011.0000010000101000010000011
00110000000011000110000000011
001.10000010001000100010000011

ANAGRAMS OF THE NAME 'PERRENET'
(in line 28.5)

DIAGRAM 3



;RAM: PROCEDURE OPTIONS (RAIN) ;

JEST
VI LOR AM: PRUCFOUPF OPTIONS (MAIN);
DECLARE SYS IN ENV(F(80)),

SYSPPI NT ENV(F( 132 ) ) ,
I NAME,

2 NUMBER (A3), /«USE !«/
3 OMR (16) CHARACTER(I), /«USE K*/
3 NHKNT (1),

K ST(R5), /«USF I*/
MPST(R5 ) ,/«USE I*/
NFI.G (16) (3 I T ( 1 ) ,

LINCUR (40) CHARACTER! 1 ) , /«USE M«/
LFLG (40) PIT (I),
LTMMUM, /«LINE ID NUMBER*/
KKHLD(B), /«USE K NTFL */
KMHLD(R),
W BIT ( 1 ) ,
U BIT (1) ,

UKNT BIT fI) ,

A L FA(? ? ) CHARACTER (1)
I NI T ( • A ' , » R ' , ' C 1 , « D « , ' E ' , * F ' , ' G * , ' H * , M • , • L ' , ' M • , « N • , ' 0 • , « P • ,
' Q • , ' R • , ' S ' , * T • , ' U ' , ' V ' , ' X • , » 7 • ) ,
KNTALÎ2?) IN IT {(??) 0),

N P T (40 ) BIT(1);
00 1 = 1 TO 4 "• ;

1 get coi F f (CHR t T,K) DO K = l TO 16))
(SKIP,X(23),16 A(1 ) ) ;

1 no k=i in 16;
2 IF CHR(T » K) = ' ' THFN GO TO KSTEP;
2 END;
1 KST c P:K =K-1 ;
1 KST(F)=K;
L N P ST(I)=FL00R(K/2);
1 END;

NMKNT = 0 ;

RDLN :

ON END F IL F ! S Y S I N) GO TO V L E N 0 ;

GET R D1 T ( L T NNU M , (LTNCHR(M) DO M= I TO 4-0))
^ (SKIP, Y ( 14) , F (4), X ( 7 ) , 40 Ad.));

U K N T = * 1 « B ;
nn L T L T=1 TO 40 WUTLF (L I NCHR(LTLT)-=• »);

1 IF L INCHP ( LTLT ) = • T ' THEN IJKNT = '0,R;
1 OH L T AL F = 1 TO 22;
2 IF LI M C HP(L T L T)= A L F A(L T A L F) THEN KNTAL(LTAl F) = KNTAL(LTAL F )+1
2 ENO;
I end;'

apqs ;

POT FOUI L INNUM, ( L INCHR ( M) DO M=l TO 40 WHILE ( L I NCHR ( M ) -«= ' •)))
( SKIP(2) , F(4) , X(10 ) , 40 A(1) ) ;
M = M— 1 ;

DO I= L TO 4 3;
1 L F LC, = ' 0 ' B ; NE LG= ' 0 ' B ;



RAM: PROCEDURE OPTIOMS (M A r N);

EST

1 K =KST(I);
1 DO KK = 1 TO l< ;
? DO MM=1 TO M ;

3 IF CUR ( I ,KK )-1. INCHR (MM ) THEN N FLG( KK ) , LFLG ( MM ) = M ' B ;
3 END ;

2 IF -iNFLG ( KK ) THEN GO TO NXTNM;
2 END;
I N P T = • 0 ' B ;

1 K NT F !_ -0 :

1 NP=NPST(T);
1 T Z = M - N p ;
I IF NP=K/2 THEN GO TO EVCM;
I I z = I z -1 ;
1 GDCM : JL =NP;
1 J M = J L +1 ;

1 IF LFLG(JM) THEN DO;
2 DO KK=1 TO K;
3 IF CHR(T »KK)=L TNCHR(J M) THEN DO;
0 NFLG(KK)=•0»B;
4 NPT(JM)=•1»B;
A en TC GUG;
4 END ;
3 END;
2 GUG: JR=JL+2;
2 W='0•R;
2 GO TO MCB;
2 END;
1 ELSE DO;
2 TF N P= T Z THEN GO TO NXTNM;
2 NR G (KK ) = ' I ' R;
2 NP=NPf1 ;
2 GO TO nDC.M;
2 END;
I EVCM:

J L -N P ;

l jr=np+i:
1 w='l*R ;

u=■I'b ;

l GO TO MCR
I FVCO: JL=NP ;
1 J R = N P + 2 ;
1 MCR :

1 IF -LFIG(JL) I -> L F L G ( J R I THEN GO TO MVM;
1 CP KK-1 TC K;
2 IF CHR( I ,KK) =LINCHR( JL i f. NFLG(KK) THEN GO TO POP;
2 FMD:
1 GO TO MVM;
I POP:

NFLGIKK > = •O'B;



"•RAM: PROCEDURE OPTIONS (MAIN);

m y m

JFÏND

J FIX :

PL X

FM V:

NXTNM

DO KM =1 TO K;
IF CHR(I»KM)=LINCHRIJR) S NFLG(KM) THEN GO TO PLX;

END;
NE LG ( K K ) = ' 1' R;

IF JL = 1 I JR = M THEN DO;
IF KNTFL-0 THEN GO TO F M V ;

IF MPT(JL) THEN GO TO JFIX;
GO to jeind;
ENn ;

JL = JL-1 ;

JR-JR+l;
GO TO MCB;
JL=JL+I; JR=JR-l;
TE -MPT(JE) THEN GO TO JFINUî

NFLGIKKHLOIKNTFL) ) , NFE.G ( KMHL D ( K NT EL ) ) = ' 1 1 R ;
NPT(jt )t NPT(JR)='0'B;
KNTFl=KNTFL - 1. î
GO TO M VM ;

NEEG(KM)='0'B;
NPT (JE), NPT ( JR }•=• 1 » B;
KNTEL =KNTFU + 1;
KMHLO(KNTEL)=KM; KKMLO(KNT EL ) =KK;
E\o K A = 1 TO K ;
IF M F LG(KA) THEN GO TO MV'-i;
FNO;

°HT ED T T ((NPT(MM) DO MM=1 TO M) ) (SK I o,X(14) , 40 A(1)) ;
PIJT ED TT ( ( F H R ( T » K K ) DO KK=1 TO K ) ) ( X ( 5 ) , 16 A ( 1 ) ) ;
IF UKNT T H F N
NMKNT( 1,1)=NMKNT( I , 1 ) + 1 ;
GO TO JFIX;

K N T F E = D ;
N PT = ' 0 ' R ;

JE NP=T7 THEM DO;
IF -H | -IJ THEN GO TO NXTNM;

U= ' 0 • P. ; NE LG= ' 1 ' B ;
N P = K / 2 ;
17 = 1z-1 ;

GO TO FVCO;
END ;

M P =N P H :

NF LG = '1 'R;
IF -W THEN GO TO ODCM;

TF H THEN GO TO EVCM ;

EE SE GO TO FVCC;
EN H ;



ir am : pr dc four e options (main);

■jest

mq =0;
nn m m = i t n m ;

1 l t n ch r { mm- mq ) = l i nc h p. ( m m ) ;

1. rr l incur i mm) = '$• then mq=mq + 1;
1 / end;

if m0=0 then dc to rdln;
l. incur ( m-mo +1 ) ='

l) k n t = ' 1 • 0 ;

go to apos;
vl end ;

put edit ('name occurence count • h page,a(20) ) ;
do 1=1 to 41;

1 put edit ( (c hp( i t k) cd k = 1 to 16 i,* was found', nmknt(i,1),
•ttmes' ) tskip, 16 a(l), x(5), a(9), x(5), f(3), x(5), a(5)) ;

1 end;
PUT ED T T (.namfs in lines with apostrophes counted only in apostr

ophe-free version')(skip(2), ai72));
put fdtt ('letter frequency')(page, a{16)>;

0 do l t a l f =1 to 72;
1 put edittalfa(ltalf) ,'occurs",kntal(ltalf), 'times')

(skip, a(1) , x(5) ,a{6) ,x(5),f(4),x(5) , a(5) ) ;
1 end;

end vilgram;

r



Appendix XX

This appendix contains the results of the

computer program Vilgram. The order of the

results is as follows: 320 lines from Le Lais,

the first 320 lines from L'Embusche de "Vaillant,

the second 320 lines from 1'Embus che de Vaillant,

the third 325 lines from L'Embus che de Vaillant,

320 lines from ballades by Charles d'Orléans.
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FRANCOISVILLON
MONTEPBIER
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Appendix III

All of the poetry of François Villon" and of

Vaillant has been edited and can be found in the

editions which I have indicated in the notes . I

have included below two poems by Villon and two

by Vaillant to offer a comparison between the

works of these two poets.

Villon's Ba 3, lade a Jehan Cotart

Pere Noé qui plantastes la vigne,
Vous aussi, Loth, qui beustes ou rochier
Par tel party qu ' Amotirs, qui gens engigne,
De voz filles si vous feist approuchier
(Pas ne le dy pour le vous reprouchier)
Archetriclin, qui bien sceustes cest art,
Tous trois vous pry que vous vueillez peschier
L ' aine du bon feu maistre Jehan Cotart.

Jadis extraict il fut de vostre ligne,
Luy qui buvoit du meilleur et plus chier
Et ne deust il avoir vaillant ung pigne,
Certes, sur tous, c'estoit ung bon archier,
On ne luy sceut pot des mains arrachier,
De bien boire ne fut oncques fetart,
Nobles seigneurs, ne souffrez empeschier
L'ame du bon feu maistre Jehan Cotart.

Comme homme beu oui chancelle et trépigné
L1ay veu souvent quant il s'alloit concilier
Et une fois il se feist une bigne,
Bien m'en souvient, a 1'estai d'ung bouchier:
Brief, on n'eust seeu en ce monde serchier
Meilleur pyon pour boire tost et tart,
Faictes entrer quant vous orrez huchier
L'ame du bon feu maistre Jehan Cotart.

Prince, il n'eust sceu jusqu'à terre crachier,
Tous jours crioit, "Haro! la gorge m'art !"
Et si ne sceust oncq sa seuf estanchier
L'ame du bon feu maistre Jehan Cotart.



Vaillant's Ballade a Jacnues Cueur

Que vous axez vaillant et sens,
Trésor d'onneur, et d'autre avoir,
Jaques Cueur, je le vous consens:
Chascun le peut veoir et savoir.
Mais, pour dire du voir le voir,
Fortune vous est Tort paisible;
Aultrement ne nuis concevoir

Qu'a cueur vaillant rien Teust possible.

J'ay cueur vaillant; sy ont cinq cens
Qui ne puent acquestcr n'avoir.
Quant monter cu.ide, je des cens,
Combien qxie face mon devoir.
Se par fortune on n'a povoir;
Il n'est nul, tant soit-il sensible,
Qu'en rien y me peust decepvoir
Qu'a cueur vaillant rien Teust possible.

Car je me gouverne en tous sens
Le mieulx que puis, matin et soir;
Mais de fortune ne me sens

Fors mal, qui me fault recevoir;
Ne ne me puis d'elle n'avoir
Tant m'est dure, forte et terrible.
Croire no puis, sans son vouloir,
Qu'a cueur vaillant rien feust possible.

Prince, fortune fait pleuvoir
Là où lui plaist, bien est visible.
Sans lui ne puis npparcevoir
Qu'a cueur vaillant rien feust possible.

Villon's Double Ballade

Pour ce amez tant que vouldrez,
Suyvez assemblées et festes,
En la fin ja mieulx n'en vauldrez
Et n'y romperez que vos testes:
Folles amours font le gens bestes,
Salmon en ydolatria,
Samson en perdit ses lunetes,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

Orpheus le doux menestrier
Jouant de fleustes et musetes
En fut en dangier d'un murtrier
Chien Cerberus a quatre testes:



Et Narcisus le bel honnestes
En ung parfont puis se noya
Pour l'amour de ses amouretes,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

Sardana le preux chevalier
Qui conquist le regne de Cretes
En voulut devenir moullier
Et filler entre pucelletes:
David le roy, sage prophètes,
Crainte de Dieu en oublia

Voyant lavez cuisses bien faites,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

Anion en voult deshonnourer

Faignant de menger tarteletes
Sa seur Thamar et desflourer

Qui fut inceste deshonnestes :

Herodes, pas ne sont sornetes,
Saint Jehan Baptiste en decola
Povir dances, saulx et chansonnetes,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

De moy, povre, je vueil parler,
J'en fus batu comme a ru telles
Tout nu, ja ne le quier celer,
Qui me feist maschier ces groselles
Fors Katherine de Vausselles?
Noel le tiers est qui fut la,
Mitaines a ces nopces telles,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

Mais que ce jeune bachelor
Laissast ces jeunes bacheletes?
Non, et le deust on vif brusler
Comme ung chevaucheur d'escouvetes:
Plus doulces luy sont que civetes
Mais toutesfoys fol s'y fya,
Soient blanches, soient brunetes,
Bien est eureux qui riens n'y a.

Rondel by Vaillant

Quant à moy, je crains le filé
Que d'autres ne craignent mye,
C'est d'avoir Dame sans araye,
Qui est un cas mal compilé.
Le fait d'amour est avité,
Car Pitié y est endormie.
Quant à moy, je crains le filé
Que d'autres ne craignent mye.



Puis voy, par maint bec affilé
Faire plias fort que l'arquemie,
Dont, sur mon ame, je fremie
Et de paour d'estre aux piez pilé.
Quant à moy, je crains le filé
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